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C.H A P. I. 

Charles XII. his Education, Enema, Entsrprizes* 
and Defigns ; hisfirfi military Exploits* and Defeat 
of a waft Army g^Mofcovites. ' 

JryHAR L E 5 XII. was the Son of Charles XI. 
m King of Swede «,and of Ulric- Eleonora, daugh- 
V-^f tcr of Frederick III. King of Denmark, * 
princefs diftingufthed by her virtue, and 
worthy of greater confidence than herhufband re- 
pofed in her* She died in the year 1693, when 
her fon was eleven years old, and her hufband ill 
1697. 

At fix yean of age he was taken from the wo- 
men, and placed under the tuition of Mr. de Noreod- 
penfer, a man of wifdoin and experience. The firft 
book he was made to read was Pufendorft intr<K 
duftton to the hiftory of Europe, that he might 
have an early knowledge of his own dotninion*^ 
and thole of his neighbours. He afterwards learned, 
the German language* which he always fpoke for 
the future, as well as his mother tongue* At (&- 
ven yean of Kt he coald manage An horfc j and . 
B thrj 
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the violent exercifes he .delighted in, and which- 
difcovered 4iis inclinations to war, laid the early 
foundations of a vigorous conffitution, which ena- 
bled him to fupport the fatigues his natural difpo- 
iition inclined him to undergo. 

Though good natured in his infancy, he difco- 
vered ah.invincible.obfHnacy ; ^he only way to gain 
upon him was to touchv upon his honour i if ikt) 
named but glory, they could obtain any thing from 
him. He had a great averfion to learn Latin; but 
when they told nim, that th v e Kings of Poland and 
Denmark underftood it, he foon applied himfelf to 
that language, and retained fo much of it as ena- 
bled him to fpeak it all the reft of his life. They 
endeavoured to engage him to learn French after the 
fame manner ; but he could not be prevailed upon 
ever to make ufe of it. 

As foon as he had fome. little knowledge in La- 
tin, they made him tranflate Quintus Curtius ; and 
he took a fancy to that book,. Which the fubjecl 
infpired him with rather than the (tyle. The per* 
fon who explained this author to him, having alk- 
ed him what he thought of Alexander, " I think," 
fays the Prince, " that I would be like him ; " but 
fays the other, " He lived but two and thirty years/' 
" Ah/' replies he, " and is not that enough, when 
" one has conquered Kingdoms?" They did not 
fail to carry thefe anfwers to the King his father, 
who, upon hearing them would cry out, " This 
" child will excellme,andevea go beyond the great 
4i Gujlavus" One day he was diverting himfelf in 
the King!s apartment with looking upon two plans, 
the one of a town in Hungary, taken by the Turh 
from the Emperor, and the other of Riga the ca- 
pital oft Idvmia, a province conquered by the 
+S<wtde**h0VLt s century ago. .Under the plan of 
the town in Hungary were thefe j¥0/4s, taken from 
^ the 
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tbeboelg. of Job 9 The Lord gave it to mtyibfhord 
bath taken it from me; hleffed be the name of the Lord* 
The young Prince, upon' reading this, firajtiMjL a 
pencil, and wrote under the plan of\fif/nShe 
Lord hath given it t to mt % and the Devil Jhall not take 
it from me. Thasin themoft indiffcrenj actions of 
his childhood forae little traces of his relbltoe difpo- 
£tion would often fall from him, which difcovered 
what -he would one day be, 

. Charles XII, upon his coming to the crown, not 
only, found himfelf abfolute and undifhirbed mafter 
of Sweden and Fin/and, but alfo of, Livonia, CarcHa t 
5 jwi4 Ingria • he was alfo poffefled of Wifmar % Wi- 
bqurg, the ifles of Rngen, Oe/elj and the moft 
beautiful part of Potnerania, with the Dutchy of 
.Bremen and Verden f all the conquefts of his ancef- 
^tprs, and fecured to the crown by long pofleifion, 
and the folemn treaties of Munjlct aniOliva, fup- 
ported by the terror, .of. the Svjgdi/b. arms. The 
•• peace .of Rjfiwnk % begun u&der the direction of the 
father, was concluded under that of the fon, and 
.lie found himfelf the mediator of Europe, from the 
■ £r& moment of his reign* • 

Trje Jaws, of Swede* fix the majority of their 
Kings to the age of fifteen yean, r But Charles XT, 

Eho was entirely abfolute, put off the majority of 
is fon by his laft will 'till he mould come to be 
eighteen j and by this difpofiuon he favoured the 
ambitious views of his mother Eduiga-EUonora of 
Holflein % the Dowager of Charles X, who was ar> 
pointed by the King her,fo*i.to be guardia/i to the 
youne King her grandfon ft and Regent of the 
Kingdom, in conjunction with a Council of five 
perfons. > 

She kept him, a.s much as ihe could K from in~ 

. termed dling with' bufinei*. The* young Prince 

ufually palled his time in hunting, or reviewing 

B 2 his 
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his troops, and would fometimes even exercife 
with them. 

Om day in the month of November, the fame 
year thai his father died, when he had been taking 
a review of feveral regiments, and Piper the coun- 
iellor of State Hood by him, the Xing appeared 
quite loft in a depth of thought. " May I cake 
*' the liberty, fays Piptr to him, of afking your 
'* Majefty upon what it is that your thoughts are 
•' fo fertoufly employed }" " I am thinking/' an* 
Avers the King, " that I am capable of command- 
•' ing thofe brave fellows yonder, and don't care 
€€ that either they or I ihould receive orders from 
"A woman." Piper immediately laid hold oft 
the opportunity of railing his fortune, and know- 
ing his own intcreft inefficient to venture on fo 
dangerous an enterprife as the removal of the Queen 
from the regency, and haftening the King's majority, 
he propofed the affair to Count AxelSparre, who 
was a man of ipirit, and (ought to make hinvfolf 
cohfiderable. The counfellors of the regency 
were foon drawn into the Scheme, and haftily pro- 
ceeded to the execution of it, that they might 
thereby the more readily recommend themfelves cp 
the King's eft eem* * 

They went in a body to propofe it to the Queen, 
who did not in the lean* expect fuch a declaration. 
The States General were then ajiembled, and the 
counfellors of the regency kid the matter before 
them. They • were all unanimous in their appro- 
bation'; fo that Charles XII. did but wifh to reign, 
and in three days the States conferred the govern- 
ment upon him. The Queen afterwards led apri- . 
vate life, which was more fuitable to her age, 
though lefs to her humour. The King was crown* 
•d on the 24th of December following. He made 
his entry into Stockholm upon a forrel horfe, (hod 

. with 
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with filver, having a Sce^pfre in, his hand, and a 
crown upon his head, amid it the, acclamation^ of a, 
whole people. , ' 

The ctremony of the. coiifecration and corona- 
tion belongs to- 'the .Acchbifhop of Vpftd. After- 
having anointed the KJrig laccotdin* to cuftom, 
whilft he was holding ike Crown. in his hands, in % 
Order to put it upon Bis* Bead, Charles fnatchedit. 
haftily from the Archbifliop,- and crowriM hunfelf, 
looking fterrflyalT the while upon the poor Prelate. 
Th£ crowd, who are' always eafily impofed oh by 
an air* of grandeur, ! .ajppjaudc'd this adioxi pf the 

As foon as Charles was .become mafter.of the go- 
Terhment, he gave his car, and tlie management of 
affairs to counfellbr Plps r % who.wa^in reality his 
ffril Minifter, though he wariped the name. He fopr* 
after created him a Count*, which is a dignity of 
great eminence in Sweden. 

The beginning of the King's 'admmiftratibn' did. 
not raife any favourable ideas of him ; he fe'emed 
to have been more impatient after rule, than defer- 
ving of it. Even the Ambaffadors, who refuted 
at his court, took him for aperfon of a mean capa- 
city, and reprefented him as fuch to their, mailers.. 
The Svjfdes had entertained the fame opinion of 
him themfelves, fo that no one as yet knew his 
real character. 

*Three powerful Prince?, taking the advantage 
of his youth, confpirM his ruin almoft at the *fame 
infhnt. The firft was Frederick IV. King of Den- 
mark\, his couiin ; the fecond Augujlm, Elector of 
Saxony, and King of PolanJ; Peter the Great, 
Czar of Mofcovy, was the third, and the mod dan- 
gerous. It. will be rnfeceffary to lay open the origi- 
nal of thefe wars which produced fuch great events ^ 
and-to begin with Denmark. 

B 3 Of 



6 Ihi Hi st or y •/ . 

Of the two fillers of Charles Xlt. the eldefl 
was married to the Duke of Holftein 9 a young 
Prince of great courage and good nature. The 
Duke, opprefled by the King of Denmark t came 
to Stockholm with his Princefs, to throw himfel£ 
into the King's protection 1 , and aflt his affiftarice, 
not only as he was his brother-in-law,' but as King 
of a nation, whichjbore an 1 irreconcileablc hatred 
to the Danes. ' 

Frederick Auguftus, Eledor of Saxony, King of 
Poland, was arrince itill lefsfambus for his incre- 
dible llrength of body, than for his bravery and 
gallantry or mind. He had bought one half of the 
voices of the Polijh nobility, and forced the other 
by the approach of a Saxon army. He judged ic r 
neceffary to have his troops about him for the bet- 
ter feeurity of his throne ; hut he wanted a pretence 
for retaining th«m in Poland. Thefe therefore 
were defigned to be feht againft the King of Sweden 
in Livonia, upon the' Qccafion I api now going, to- 
relate. J ' 

Livonia, the moll beautiful and fruitful province 
of the north, belonged formerly to the Knights of 
' the 'Teutonic A Order. ' The Mo/covites, Poles, and 
Swedes, had fince feverally difputed the pofleffion 
of it. Rut Siveden had enjoyed it for near an hun- 
dred years, and was folemnly confirmed in it by the 
peace of Oliva. 

The late King Charles XI, in the exercife of his 
Seventies towards his fubje&s, had not (pared the 
Livonians. He had taken from them their privi- 
leges, and part of their eftates. , Path/ was depu- 
ted by the Nobility of Livonia to bear-to the throne 
the complaints of the province. He addrefs'd hia 
mailer in a manner very refpe&ful. Char Us XI f 
who knew how to diflemble, whea he did not 
^ive himfclf op to the tranfporte of Jus paifion, gen- 
tly 
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tJy .ftruck Patkui upon the Jhonldei y *< You hav* 
•"• fpoke ,for your country, fay* he, like » brave 
* man, and I love your for it; goon*" . Bat with- 
in a few days after he caefed him to be declared 
guilty of high treafon, and at fit^b to* be, condem- 
ned. Patkul made hia efcarpe, and carried fcts re- 
Tenements with him into- Poland. He was after- 
wards admitted intQ the wrefence. of, King A*&ftm+ 
CharJts XL was deao\, hut; the (bntenceio/ /W/W 
and his indignation yetforvived. iHesefHuTenied 
to the King of Poland how eafy it Wj* |» oonqner/ 
Livonia ; the peojple in dd pair, an£ ready tQ'&ake 
off the Svuedifi yoke ; the King a child; and enable 
to defctfd hunfelfi Thefe follicicttioas were well 
received by a Prince, already tempted with the hopes 
<lf this conqueft, AU was immediately pref ared for 
a< fudden invasion, without even rcebnrfe had to the 
vain formality of declarations and manifeJtot. The 
ftorm grew thick, af the fanietime on thende of 
Mofcvuy. . l-> ,. 

Pettr JlexiowitZz Czar of fo^tu, had already 
made himfclf formidable by the battle he had gain- 
ed over the Turks in 7697, and by the eonqueft of 
Jfoph, which opened to him the Empire of the 
Black Sta. But then he' had only beaten Tartar*, 
who were as ill difciplined as his own foldters. To 
the chara&er of Founder and Legislator of his Em- 
pire he longed to join that of conqueror. Tngia t 
which Ilea on thenorth-eaft of Livonia, had former- 
ly belonged to the Czars ; but from the time that 
Guftaruus Adolphus had conquered tho/e two pro- 
vinces, the S<wedt had been in the quiet pofieffion 
of them both. The Czar was impatient to re- 
vive thofe right*, which had been given up by 
his anceftors. Befidea, be wanted a port on the 
eaft-fide of the Baltick fea for the execution of hit 
great defignj. He therefore concluded a league 

with 
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with the King of Poland, to take away from the 
Sivfde whatever he poflened in thofc countries, 
which lye between the-gurph of Fin/ant/, l the Bat-, 
tick fca, Palartd, and Mo/covy? • • - ' , 

• 'Thefc then were the enemies, which were £repa* 
ringtail together to attack the infancy ofCbar/esXTX* 

♦ Their preparations' alarmed the king's council^ 
and they deliberated upOft them fn his prefence ;' 
and ii iwne of **he*n were jfropofing'to divert the 
itembfMegotiatiofis, Cbnrtei rifirig from' his fe2r 
with an. air of ' gravity and resolution, " Gentle- 5 
u mcti, fayrhe, T am refolved never to enter up- 
" onrari:.ttnjuft -w«r, 'tior put an : end to a jafr. one 
" .but b^ the deftruclion of my enemies. 'My re* 
".folatiofi isfixe*. I will attack >he firllwhofliall 
** .declare again fl me, • and when I have conquered 
" Mm^i may toopt W ftrike a terror into the reft.** 
Thefe,words«ftomihed all the old cdunfellors; and 
afhamed to hope lefs than their King, they re^ 
ceived his orders for the war with admiration. 

:They were 4HU more fur prized, when they few 
him of a 1 fudden remiunce aHthe moft innocent 
amtt£ement8«fyouth% From' the moment he pre- 
pared ifor war,- he entered upon a new 'courfe of 
life, from -Which he never after departed evert for 
a moment. 

He began with afluring hi* Brother-in-law, the 
Diike of Hoi/hi/i, of affiftance. Eight' thoufand 
men were immediately fent into Pomerania, a pro- 
vince -not far from He/ftein, to ftrengthen the Duke 
againft the 'attacks of the Danes. His dominions 
were already ravaged, the caftleof Go//(?r^taken,and 
the town of Tonningen preCed fcy a clofe fiege, to 
which the King of ; Denmark was come in per- 
fon, to enjoy a conqueft he thought fecure. This 7 
fmall fpark began to inflame the Empire. On 
one fide the Sawh troopt of the King of Poland* 

thpfe 



thofe of Brandenhourg^ Wolfenbuttle f and ffc^if- 
C^/ marched to join the Danes. \ On the other, 
the King of Sweden* eight thoofcmkmen, the 
troops of Hanover and ZeU, and three Butch re- 
giments, marched jo affiH the Duke. Whilft the 
little country of Holftein was thus made the theatre 
of the war, two fquadrons, the one from Eng- 
land, and the other from Holland, appeared in 
the Baltic*. Thefe two JLftates were guarantees 
of the treaty of Altena, which the Danes had bro- 
ken. They joined themfelves to the young 
King of Sweden, who feeraed ready to be crufhed 
by fo many enemies, united together agaiaft him, 
and fuccoured him for the fame reafon the others 
fell upon him, becaofe they thought him incapa- 
ble of defending himfelf. In the mean time 
Charles fet out for his firft campaign on the 8th of 
May new ftyle, in tjie year 1700. He left Stock? 
holm % and never after returned thither. An immenfe 
body of people attended him as far as Carelftroon % 
offering up their prayers for him. Before he left 
Sweden, be eftablifhed at Stockholm a council of 
defence^ made up of feveral Senators. Their com- 
xniffion was to take care of all that regarded th£ 
Beet, the troops, and fortifications of the country. 
'The body of the Senate was to regulate tvery 
thing bendes prpvifionally within the kingdom. 
Having thus fettled order and regularity in his 
dominions, his mind, now free from every other 
care, was bent wholly upon the war. His flee* 
Confified of three and forty vcflels"; ' that which 
cartied him, named the King Charles, and the 
biggeft they had ever feen, was a (hip of 12a 
guns ; Count Piper his firft Minifter, General Ren- 
child, and the Count de Gutfcard^ , Arohaflador of 
Frame in Sweden^ embarked with him. He join- 
ed the fqnadroa of the allies. The Dani/b fleet 

declined 
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declined the engagement, and gave the three uni- 
ted fleets the opportunity of drawing fonear Copen- 
hagen\ as tQ thrown feme bombs into the town. 
. The King then, as in a fudden tranfport, tak- 
ing Count Piper and General "Renchiid by the 
hands, " And what, fays he, if we fhould lay 
" hold of the opportunity of making a defcent, 
« and befiege Copenhagen by land, whilft it is 
<r blocked up by Tea !" Penchi/d anfwered, " Sir, 
" the great Gu/tavus, after fifteen years experience, 
*' would not have made any 'other proportion.* 
Orders were immediately given for 5000" men to 
'embark, whp Tay upon the coaft of Sweden, and 
were joined to the troops they had on board. The 
King quitted his great veflel, and entered into a 
Jighter frigate ; and then they difpatched 300 gre- 
nadiers in fmall fhallops towards the more. Among 
thefe fhallops were fmall flat bottomed boats, 
which carried the fafcines, the chevaux de frize, 
.'and the inllruments of the pioneers. Five hundred 
ftleft men followed after in other fhallops. Then 
came the King's men of war, with two Englijb fri- 
gates and two Dutch % which were to favour the de- 
Kent with their cannon. "."'... 

Upon the unexpected movement of the veffela, 
which threatened a defcent/ the inhabitants in a 
conflernation at. the inactivity or' their own fleet, 
and the motion of the Swedifi QCips, looked round 
with terror to fee in what place the florin would 
fall. The. fleet. of Charles ftop'd'over againft Hum- 
tleheck % within feven miles of Copenhagen. Imme- 
diately &e Panes drew up tneir horfe to that place. 
The foot were polled behind thick entrenchments, 
and what artillery tri^y could get thither was direc- 
ted againft the Sfivedes. . \* ' ' 

^ The King then quitted his' frigate, to throw 
himfelf into the firfl ihallop, 'at' the head. of his 

Guards : 
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Guards. They advanced under cover of the can* 
non ef-the veffels, which fav6ured the defcent. 
The fmall boats were but about a hundred yards 
qIF the fliorej Charles, impatient to land, threw 
hirafelf from the fhallop into the Tea, with his 
fword in his hand, and the water above his mid- 
die. His Miniflcrs, the officers and foldiers im- 
mediately followed his example, and marched to 
fhore, ainidft a fhovver of mufket-fhot, which the 
Danes discharged . The King aflted major Stuart, 
who flood next him, " What whiffling that was 
** which he had in his ears ? w ** 'Tis the noife of 
" the mufket-balls which they fire upon you,*' fays 
the maJ9r. " That's right, fays the King, hence- 
" forward it fhall be my mufick." And that mo- 
ment the major, who explained! the noife ip him, 
received a (hot in his moulder ; arid a liefutenant 
on the other fide of him fell dead at his feet. The 
Danijb horfe and foot took to their heels after a 
faint refiftance. As foon as the King was matter 
of their intrenchments he fell upon his knees to 
thank God for the firft fuccefs of his arms: He 
immediately caufed redoubts to be rarfed towards 
the town, and himfelf marked out the encamp- 
ment. At the fame time' he fent back his veffels to 
Schonejty a parfof Sweden' n6t fa¥ from Copenhagen, 
for frefh recruits of 9000 men, Every thing con* 
fpired to affift the vivacity of Charles. The 9000 
men were upon the fhore ready to embark, and 
_th& next morning a favourable wind brought them 
to him. ''•••- ; 

All this patted within fight of the Ddnijh fleet; 
who durft not venture 'to interptffe. •' Cdpevhagen 
In a fright fent deputies immediately to the '"King, 
to intreat him not to bombard the town. He re- 
ceived them on hode'back at the head of his regiw* 
ment of guards* and the' deputies fell upon their 

knees 
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knees before him. He demanded of the town 
400,000 rixdollars, with orders to fupply his camp 
with all forts of provifions, which he promifed 
they ihould be honcftly paid for. They brought 
him the provisions, and were aftoniihed to find 
that they were paid generoufly and without delay 
fy the meaneft foldiers in the army. Prayers were 
conilantly faid in his camp twice a day, at feven 
in the morning, and four jn the afternoon ; and he 
never failed to be prefent at them himfelf, to give 
bis foldiers an example of piety as well as valour. 

The King of Denmark, who was then in He/- 
fiein, faw toe Baltick covered with his enemy's 
(Jiips, a young conqueror already mailer of Zea- 
land, and ready to take pofTcffion of the capi- 
tal. He publiflied a declaration, that whoever 
Avould take up arms againft the Swedes ihould 
have their liberty. This declaration was of great 
weight in a country, where all the peafants, and 
even many of the townfmen, were flaves. But 
Charles XII. was in no fear of an army of flaves. 
He let the King of Denmark know that ne made 
war for no other reaibn but to oblige him to make 
peace; and that he mull either refoive to do juftjee 
to the Duke of Holftein, or fee Copenhagen deftroy- 
ed, and his kingdom put to fire and fword. A 
congrefs was appointed to meet in the town of 
Trawendal, on the frontiers of Holftein. The 
King of Sweden would have the treaty fioifhed with 
as much rapidity as he made bis defcent into Zea- 
land, And it was effectually concluded on the 5 th of 
Auguft, to the advantage of the Duke of Holftein, 
who was indemnified iron all the expences of the 
war, and delivered from oppreffion. The King 
would accept of nothing for himfelf, being fa- 
defied with having xeliavcd hi* ally, and humbled 

his 
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his enemy. Thus darks XII. at eighteen years of 
' age, began and ended this war in lefs than fix weeks. 
i At the fame time the king of Poland laid fiegc 

1 in perfon to the town of Riga, the capital of Li* 
t wonia ; and the Czar was upon his march on the 
1 eafl at the head of ioo,ooomen. Rigawu de- 
f fended by the old Count a"Alberg y a S<wedijb Ge- 
e neral, who at the age of fourfcore joined all the 
t air of youth to the experience of fixty campaigns, 
t Count Ffemming, fince Minifter of Poland, a great 
t man both in the field and at the council-board, and 
Mr. Patkul, carried on the {iege under the King's 
dire&ion ; the on? with all the acliv^ty proper to 
his character, and the other with the utmoft obftina- 
cy of revenge. But the experience of the old Count 
fAlberg render'd all their efforts fruitlefs, and the 
King of Poland defpaired of gaining the town. 
He at laft laid hold of an honourable opportunity 
of raifing the fiege; Riga was fall of. merchants 
goods, belonging to' the Dutch. The States Ge- 
neral ordered their Ambaflador attending upon 
King Augufiui\ to make proper reprefentations of 
it to him. TheKing of /VWconfented to raife the 
£ege, rather than occafion the leaft damage to his 
allies. 

No more thctl remained for Charles XII. to 
do for finifhing his firft campaign, than to march 
againft his rival in glory, Peter Alexiotvitx. He 
was the more enraged againft him, as there 
were flill three Mcfconjite Ambafladors at Stock- 
holm, who had lately fworn to renew an invio- 
lable peace. The Emperor of Mo/covj publifh- 
ed a manifefto, and alledged for a rcafoft of the 
war, t^hat they had not paid him fufficient honours, 
w,ben he paffed incognito to Riga : and that they 
fold provisions too dear to his Ambafladors. Thefe 
were the injuries, for which he ravaged Ingria with 
100,000 men. 

C . He 
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He appeared before Narw at the bead of this 
great army on the fir ft of October ■, in a feafon 
more fcvere in that climate than the month of 
January is at Paris. 

The Czar was no fooner arrived before the place, 
than he marked out his camp, fortified k on all. 
fides, raifed redoubts at certain diftances, and 0- 
pened the trench himfelf. He had given the com- 
mand of his army to the Duke de Croy a German* 
and an able General, but at that time very little 
aflifted by the. Mofcovite Officers. For himfelf, he 
had only the rank of a private lieutenant in his 
own troops. He had a mind to teach them, that 
places in the army were to be obtained by fer vices ; 
he began himfelf with beating a drum, and was 
raifed to an officer by degrees* 

On the 15th of November^ he had information 
that the King of Sweden having croffed the fea* 
with 200 transports, was upon his march to relieve 
Narva. The Swedes were no more than 20,000, 
but the Czar had no advantage except the fupe- 
riority of number. Far therefore from defpifing 
his enemy, he employed all the art he had to crufh 
him; and not content with 100,000 men, he was 
getting ready another army to oppofe him, and 
check his progrefs. He had already given orders for 
near 40,000 recruits, who were coming up from 
Plefcvw with great expedition. He went in per- 
fon to haften their march, that he might hem in 
the King between the two armies. Nor was this 
all ; a detachment of 30,000 from the camp before 
Narva were ported at a league's diftance from 
the town, dire&ly in the King of Sweden's road : 
20,000 were placed farther off upon the fame road, 
and 5000 others made up an advanced guard ; and 
he mult neceflarily force his way through the body 
of all thefe troops before he could reach the camp, 
which was fortified with a rampart and double/^. 

The 
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The King of Sweden had landed at Ptrnaiv in the 
gulph of Riga, with about 16000 foot, and a few 
more than 4000 horfe. 

From Pemanv he made a flying march as far 
as Rente/, followed by all his hoife, and only 4000 
of his foot. But he always marched before, with- 
out waiting for the reft of his troops ; and foon 
found himfelf with his 8000 men only, before the 
firft polls of the enemy. He without hefitation at- 
tacked them one after another, without giving 
them time to learn with how fmall a number they 
had to engage. The Mofcowifes feeing the Sweats 
come upon them, made r.o doubt but they had » 
whole army to encounter; and the advanced guard 
of 5000 men immediately fled upon their ap- 
proach. The 20,000 beyond them, terrified, with 
the flight of'their countrymen, made.no refinance ; 
and carried their conifer nation and coafuiion a- 
mong the 30,000, who ware polled within a 
league of the camp; and the paaic fei zing upon 
them too, they retired, to the main body of ths> 
army without ftriking a blow. The fa three poflp 
were carried in two days and a half; and what 
apon other occafions would have, been reckoned 
three victories, did not retard the King's march the 
fpace of one hour. He appeared then at laft with 
his 8000 men, wearied with the fatigues of fo 
long a march, before a camp of 100,000 Mof- 
cowrie^ with 150 pieces of brafs cannon in their 
front : And he fcarce allowed them any time for 
reft, before he gave his orders for the attack with- 
out delay. 

The Signal was two fufees, and the word in> 
Oerman t iVith the aid of God. A general Officer 
having reprefented to him the great hazard of the 
attempt, " What, fays, he, do you make any 
" queftion whether I, with my 8000 brave Swedes, j 
C 2 " 
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41 fhall not rout i po,ooo Mofcwitts f*' But upon 
recollection, fearing there was too much oftenta- 
tion in what he faid, he ran after the officer in a 
moment, '* And are not you, fays he, of the 
•• fame opinion ? Have not I a" double advantage 
;•' over the enemy ; the one, that their horfe can 
'" be of no fervice -to them ; and the other, that 
" the place being ftrait, their great number will 
" only incommode them, and thus in reality I 
• r mall be ftronger than they ?" The Officer did 
not think fit to differ from him, and thus they 
marched againft the Mofco<vites about noon on the 
30th of November, 1 700. 

As foon as the cannon of the Swedes h&d made a 
breach in the entrenchments, they advanced ^vith 
their' bayonets at the end of their fufees j at the 
fame time a violent florm of fnow, which fell at 
their backs, was driven by the wind full in the 
face of the enemy. The Mofcouites flood their fire 
for half an hour, without quitting their polls. The 
King attack'd the Czar's quarter, which lay on 
the other fide of the camp, and was in hopes 
of a rencounter, not knowing that the Emperor 
was gone in q«eft of the 40,000 men, who were 
daily expected. Upon the firft diicharge of the 
enemies lhot, the King received a ball in his left 
fhoulder, but it grazed only in a flight manner up- 
on the flelh; his activity even hindered him from 
perceiving that he was wounded. Prefently after 
his horfe was killed under him. A fecond had his 
head carried off by a cannon-ball. And as he was 
nimbly mounting a third. " Thefe fellows, fays 
« he, make me exercife j" and then he went on 
to engage and give orders with the fame prefence 
of mind as before. Within three hours the en- 
trenchments were carried on all fides. The King 
purfued the right of the enemy as far as the river of 

Narva, 
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Narva, with his left wing, if one might properly 
crll by that name about 4000 men, who were 
in purfuit of near 50,000. The bridge broke un- 
der them as they fled, and the river was in a 
moment covered with the dead. The reft in de- 
spair returned to their camp, without knowing 
whither they went ; and finding certain barracks, 
they took their pofts behind them. There they de- 
fended themfelves for a while, as not knowing 
how to make their efcape. But at la ft their Gene- 
rals Dolkorouky, Goihuin, and fedtrowoitx furren- 
dered themfelves to the King, and laid their armr 
at his Majefty s feet. And in the inft ant they were 
offering them came up the Duke of Croy the Ge- 
neral of the army, to furrender himfelf with thirty 
officers. 

Charles received all thefe prifoners of diftinclion 
with as.eafya polite nefs, and as obliging an air, 
as if he had been to pay them the honours of an 
entertainment in his own court. He only detain- 
ed the general officers, all the fubalterns and com- 
mon foldiers were difarme J and conducted to 
the river of Narva, where they were furnifhed 
with boats to carry tbem over, and return them 
back to their own homes. In the mean time 
night came on, and the left wing of the Mof- 
covites ftill continued fighting. The Swedes had 
not loft' i^co men; 18,000 Mofcovites had been 
killed in their intrenchments j a great number 
were drowned 3 many had pafted the river ; but 
ftill there remained enough in the camp to exter- 
minate the Swedes even to the laft man. The King 
employed the fmall remains of the day in fuzing 
upon the enemy's artilleiy. He pofted himfelr to 
advantage between their camp and the town, and 
there flept fome hours on the ground, wrapt up in 
his cloak, expecting to fall at day- break upon the- 
C 3 1<* 
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left wing of the enemy, whjch was not yet entire* 
ly routed. But at two ' o'clock in the morning 
General #Wf, who commanded that wing, having 
heard of the gracious reception the King had given 
to the other Generals, and how he had fent home 
all the fubaltern officers and foldiers, de fired that 
he would grant him the fame favour. The con- 
queror made anfwer, that he fhould have it if he 
would draw near at the head of his troops, and Jay 
down his arms and colours at his feet. The Gene- 
ral appeared foon after with his Mofcovites, to the 
number of about 30,000. They marched foldiers 
and officers, with their heads uncovered, acrofs lefs 
.than 7000 Swedes. The foldiers, as chey pafled 
before him, threw down their fufecs and fwords 
upon the ground, and the officers prefented him 
with their enfigns and colours. He caufed the 
whole multitude to crofs the river, without re- 
taining a fingle foldier prifoner. ff he had put 
them under guard, tie number of the prifoncrs 
would at lead have been five times greater than 
that of the conquered 

He then entered victorious into Narva, attend- 
ed by the Duke ofCroy and the other general offi- 
cers of the Mofcovites. He ordered their fwords 
to be reftored to them, and being informed that 
they wanted money, and that the tradefmen of 
Narva .refufed to truft them,, he fent the Dcjke of 
Croy 1000 ducats, and every Mofcovite officer 500, 
who could never fufficiently admire the civility of 
their treatment. Immediately a relation of the 
viclory was drawn up at Nar<va to. be fei t to Stock- 
holm and the allies of Sweden, but the King cutoff 
with his own hand whatever was reported too much, 
to his own advantage, or to the detriment! of the 
Czar. His modefry could not hinder their ftriking 
at Stockholm feveral medals to perpetuate the me- 
mory 
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mory of thefe events. Among the reft they ftrnck 
one, which reprefented him on the one fide (landing 
on a pedeftal, to which were chained a Mofcoviu, 
a Dane, and a Polander; and on the reverse an 
Hercules armed with his club, treading upon a 
Cerberus, with this infcription, tres uno con- 
tudit 1 c T u , He knocked dcwn three at onejlroke. 

The Czar was advancing by long marches with 
an army of 40,000 Ruffians, in * expectation of fur- 
rounding hi 8 enemy on all fides. In the mid. way 
he had intelligence of the battle of Narva, and the 
difperfion of his whole camp. He judged it not 
cpnvenient with his 40,000 raw and undifcipljr.ed 
men, to engage with a conqueror, who had late- 
ly deftroyed 100,000 intrenched in their camp* 
He returned back from whence he came, dill pur- 
suing his rcfolution of diiciplining his troops, at 
the Tame time that he civilized his fubjeigs. *' I 
" know/' fays he, " the Swedes will beat us for 
'* .fome time, but in time they will teach us to beat 
" them" Mo/cow, his capital, was intheutmoft 
terror and confufion, at the news of this defeat* 
And fo ,great was the pride and ignorance of the 
people, that they could not be periuaded but they 
had been conquered by more than human pewer, 
and that the Swedes had been victorious by the 
force of magic. This opinion was fo genera), 
that public prayers were ordered to be put up to 
St. Nicholas, the patron of Mofcovy, upon the oc- 
casion. 

Whilft the Mo/covites were thus complaining 
of their defeat to St. Nicholas, Charles XII. return- 
ed thanks to God, and prepared himfelf for new 
victories. 
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CHAP. II. 

Charles beats the Saxons at the fajage of the Dona ; 
conquers Courland ; is mafier of Lithuania ; re- 
fohes to dethrone Auguftus. The battle of Crafiau. 

HT* HE King of Poland with reafon expedted, 
I that his enemy, already victorious over the 
Danes and the Mofcwites, would come next to vent 
his fury on him. He entered into a league more 
ft rift than ever with the Czar, and the two Princes 
agreed upon an interview; the better to contrive 
their meaiures. They met at Birftn, a fmall town 
in Lithuania, without any of tkofe formalities, 
which fervc only to retard bufinefs. 

Count Piper had the firft information of the in- 
terview intended between the Emperor of Mofcovy m 
and the King of Poland. He advifed his matter 
to oppofe to their meafures a little policy. There 
was in the Swedi/h troops a young Scotch gentleman, 
who was one of thofc who feafonably leave their 
country, where they are very poor, and are to be 
met* with in all the armies of Europe. He fpoke 
the German tongue extremely well, and could 
eafily accommodate himfelf to every conjuncture. 
Him therefore they chofe to be a ipy upon the 
conferences of the two Kings, He applied him- 
felf to the Colonel of the regiment of Saxon horfe, 
who were to fervc as guards to the Czar during 
the interview. He pafled for a gentleman of Bran- 
denhurgh 9 and his addrefs and a proper diftribution 
of money eafily procured him a lieutenancy in the . 
regiment. When he came to Birfen he artfully in- 
irnuatcd himfelf into the familiarity of the fecreta- 

rira- 
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ries of the minifters, and was made a party in all 
their pleafures ;. and by one means or other drew 
from them all thefecrets of their mailers, and gave 
immediate notice of them to Charles XII. 

The King of Poland had engaged to furnifh the 
Czar with 50,000 German troops, and which the 
Czar was to pay for, who on the other hand wat * 
jo fend 50,000 Mofcwites into Poland* to be train- 
ed up to war, and promifed to pay King Auguftus 
three millions of rixdollars in two years, Thk 
treaty, if it had been executed, might-have proved 
fatal to the King of Sweden. 

Charles XII. ufed his otmoft endeavours to pre- 
vent the King of Poland from reaping the benefit 
of this treaty. After he had patied the winter ac 
Narva, he appeared in Livonia near that very town 
of Riga, which King Augufim had fo unfuccefsfulJy 
befie^ged. The Saxon troops were polled along the 
river Duna, which is very broad in that place, and 
Charles, who lay on the . other fide of the river, 
was to difpute the paffage. The Saxons were head* 
ed by Marefchal Stenau, and Prince Ferdinand Duke 
of Courland, who commanded under him. The 
King of Sweden caufed great boats to be made af- 
ter a new manner, whofe fides were far higher 
than ordinary, and could be raifed or let down, 
like a draw- bridge. When raifed they covered the 
troops they carried ; and when let down, they fer- 
ved as a bridge to land them. He made uielike- 
wife of another ft ratagem. Having obferved that 
the wind blew directly from the north ; when he 
lay to the fouth, where hjs enemies were encamp- 
ed, he fet fire to a large heap of wet ftraw, which 
diifulinga thick fmoke over the river, hindered the 
Sdxms from feeing his troops, or judging, what he 
was about to do. By means of this cloud he fent 
out barks laden with more of the fame fmoking 

ftrav 
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ftraw, fo that the cloud increafing, and being dri- 
ven by the wind directly in the face of his enemies, 
it made it impoffible for them to know whether 
he was upon his plaflage or not. He being got into 
the midft of the river, " Well, fays he to Gcne- 
" ral RenchiU^ tne Dutta will be as good to as as 
f< the fea of Copenhagen ; take my word for it, Ge- 
" neral, we (hall beat them/* He got to the other 
fide in a quarter of an hour. He immediately lan- 
ded his cannon, and drew up' his troops before the 
enemy, who were quite blinded with fmoke, and 
could not make any oppofition but by a few ran- 
■dom mot* And the wind having difperfed the mift, 
the Saxons {aw the King of Swuiden already upon 
his march again ft them. 

Marefchal Stsnau , at the firft appearance of the 
Swedes, fell furiouffly upon them with the Eo««r of 
his horfe. The violent (hock of that .troop falling 
upon the Swedes in the inftant they were forming 
their battailions, threw them into diforder. They 
gave way, were broken, and porfued eran into 
the river. The King of Sweden rallied them in a 
moment rn the midft of the water. The foldiers 
then, marching more compatt than before, beat 
back Marefchal Stenau % and advanced into the 
plain. Stenau finding his troops in a condensation, 
made them retire very dextrouily into a dry place, 
flanked with a morals, and a- wood where bis ar- 
tillery lay. The advantage of the ground, and 
the time he had given the Saxons to recover from 
their firft furprize, rcitored them to their courage. 
Charles immediately fell upon them, having with 
him 15,000 men, and Stenau and the Duke ofCour. 
/anJ about 12,000. The battle was lharp and 
bloody ; the Duke had two horfes killed under him, 
and thrice penetrated into the midft of the King's 
guard i but being at laft beat eff his horfe, his army 



CHARLES XII. 23. 

ftll into confirfion, and difputed the vi&ory no. 
longer. His cuiraffiers carried him off withdim- 
cult/, greatly bruifed and half dead. 

The King of Sweden, after this vidory, march- 
ed immediately to Mittau, the capital of Courland,, 
and took it. All the. towns of the Dutchy fur- 
rendered to him at discretion. , He pafled without 
delay into Lithuania, and conquered wherever he 
came. 

It was in this place that he laid the defign of 
dethroning the King of Poland by the hands of 
the Poles themfelves* As he was one day at table, 
wholly taken up with the thoughts of thisenterprize,- 
a German Colonel who waited upon him, faid 
load enough to be heard, that the meals which the 
Czar and the King of Pc/andh&d made in the fame 
place were fomcthing different from thofe of his 
Majefty. " Yes," iaysth«King, riiing, " andl 
44 fhall the more eafily fpoil their digefUon." 

The King of Poland at firli flattered him lei f that 
in his necefiity, his two armies, one in Poland, and 
the other in Lithuania, would fight for him, 
that the PoHjb Pofpolite, or crown army would arm 
at his orders, and that all thefe forces, joined to 
the Saxons his fubjc&s and the Mofcovitts his allies, 
would make up a body, before which the fmali 
n amber of the Swedes would not venture to appear. 
But he faw himfelf almoit'on a fudden deprived of 
thefe fuccours by the very care that he had taken 
to have them ail together. 

Lithuania was then divided into two parties, 
that of the Princes of Sapieha* and that of Oginfiy. 
Thefe two fa&ioos had begun from privnte quar- 
rels, and degenerated into a civil war. The King 
of Sweden drew over to his intereft the Princes of 
Sapieha\ and Oginjky being but badly ailifted by 
the Saxons, found his party almoit extinguished. 
The Lithuanian army whom thefe troubles and want 

of 
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of money had reduced to a fmall number was in part 
difperfed by the conqueror. The few who held 
out for the King of Poland were feparated imp fmall 
bodies of wandring troops, which over-ran the 
country and fubfifted by fpoil. 

There was indeed an army in Poland, but inftead 
of 36,000 men, the number prefcribed by ' the 
laws, it hardly confided of 18,000, ill paid and 
ill armed. 

The King's beft refuge was to order the Nobility 
to follow hkn ; but he durft n#t expofe hirhfelf to a 
refufal, which would have too much discovered his 
weaknefs, and confequently increafed it. 

In this (late of trouble and uncertainty all the 
Palatinates of the Kingdom demanded a Diete of 
the King. He was obliged to call one, that he 
might not exafperate the nation beyond a poflibili- 
ty of reconcilement. A Diete therefore was ap- 
pointed to^neet at Warfa^M on the iecofld of Decem- 
ber, 1 70 1. And he foon perceived that Charles XI I. 
had at lead as much power in that aiTembly as 
himfelf. 

The moil dangerous enemy the King of Poland 
had, was Cardinal Radjovjky, Arcbbifhop of Gnef- 
na t Primate of the kingdom, and Prefident of the 
Diete. A man full of artifice and referve in his 
conduct ; entirely governed by an ambitious wo- 
man, whom the knvedes called Madame la Cardi- 
nally who never ceafed topufli him on to intrigue 
and faction. 

He at flrft feemed defirous of reconciling the 
King with the Republic : He fent circular letters, 
dictated in appearance by the fpirit of concord and 
charity : He wrote a pathetic letter to the King of 
Sweden, conjuring him in the name of Him, whom 
all Chriftians equally adore, to give peace to Poland 
and her King. Charles XII. anfwered the Car- 
dinal's 
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dinaVs intentions more than his words. In the 
mean time he remained in the great Outchy of Li- 
thuania with his victorious army, declaring that he 
would not difturb the Diete ; that he made war 
againft Augufius and the Saxons, and not againfl 
Poland '; and that far from designing any thing 
againft the Republic, he came to refcue it from 
oppreffion. Thefe letters and thefe anfwers were 
for the public. The emifTaries who went and 
came continually from the Cardinal to Count Piper, 
and the private aflembltes held at that Prelate's 
houfe, where the fprings that moved the Diete. 
They propofed to fend an embafly to Charles XII. 
and required with one confent of the King, that he 
fhould bring no more Mofcovites upon their frontiers, 
and that he fhould fend back the Saxon troops. 

The bad fortune of Auguftus had already done 
what the Diete demanded of him. The league 
fecretly concluded with the Mofcovitis at Birftnw&s 
become as infignificant, as at firft it had appeared 
formidable.- He was far from being able to fend 
the Czar fhe 50,000 Germans he had promifed to 
raife in the Empire* The Czar contested himfelf 
with fending 20,000 Mofcwites into Lithuania* 
who did more mifchief there than the Swedes, fly- 
ing continually before the conqueror, and ravaging 
the lands of the Poles, 'till at laft being pursued 
by the S-wediJh Generals, and finding nothing 
more to pillage, they returned in ftioals to their 
own country. As for the fcattered remains of the 
Saxon army beaten at Riga, King Juguflus fent 
them to winter and recruit in Saxony, that this fa- 
crifice, however involuntary, might foften the rage 
of the incenfed Poles. 

The Diete broke up in diforder on the 1 7 th of 

February, 1702, after three months of caballing 

and irrefolution. The Senators, who are the Pa- 

D latines, 

A 
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Jatines, and the Bifhops, remained at Warfsnv. 

The Senate of Poland has a right to make laws 

provifionally, which the Dietes feldom difannul. 

This body, being not fo numerous, was far lefs 

tumultuous, and came to a determination more 

quickly. 

They agreed to fend the embafly to the King 
of Sweden propofed in the Diete, that the Pofpo- 
iite mould mount their horfes, and be ready up- 
on all emergencies. They made feveral regula- 
tions to appeafe the troubles in Lithuania, and flill 
more to dlminiffi the King's authority. 
' Augvftui determined to afk peace of the King of 
Sweden, and would have concluded a private trea- 
ty with him. But he was obliged to conceal this 
Hep from the Senate, whom he look'd upon as an 
enemy ftill more untraceable. As the affair was 
delicate, he entnifted it wholly to the Countefs of 
Kningfrnarck, nSwedi/b lady of great birth, to" whom 
he was then attached. This lady, who was fo fa- 
mous in the world for her wit andbeauty, was more 
capable than any minister whatever to give fucCefs 
to a negotiation. Befides, as (he had an eftate in 
Charles Xlltn's dominions. 2nd 'had lived long in 
his court, fhe had a plaufible 'pretence for wafting 
upon' him. She came then to the Siyedifi cattip in 
Lithuania, and ftraight applied frerfelf to Count 
Piper, who too inadvertently .promifed her an 
audience of his matter. 

All her wit anil charms \vere l6nV upon fuch a 
man as the King of Sweden, and lie cotlftantly re- 
fufed to fee her, ^utas he frequently rode' out 
to take the air, ttie refolved to fpeak to him upon 
the road. "And accordingly meeting him orie day 
in a narrow road, fhe alighted aut of her. coach, 
as foon as fhefaw him. The King made' her a 

low 
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low bow, without fpeaking one word to her, 
turned his horfe, and rode back in an inftanf. 

The King in this extremity fent one of his 
Chamberlains to Charles, to know of him, where 
and how his Swedijh Majefly would receive the 
embafly of the King his mafter and of the Re- 
public. They had unhappily neglecled to demand 
a pafs-port for his Chamberlain to the Swedes. And 
the King of Swcdtn imprifoned him, inftcad of 
giving him audience, and faid that he expecled 
to receive an embafly from the Republic, and not 
from King Auguftus. 

CharUs then leaving garrifons behind him in 
fome towns of Lithuania, advanced beyond Grod- 
no, a place famous for the Dietes that are hefd there. 

At • fome miles from Grodno he met the cm- 
bajTy of the Republick, which confided of ve Se- 
nators. The Wainuodo G*UJky> and Count Tark, 
were appointed to deliver it. The Kin^ gave them 
audience in his tetjt, with a pomp. wjjich he had 
always djfdained, but then thought' nece flaxy- The 
King treated each AmbaiTador in private with 
fnendfhtp and confidence. But when he came to. 
give his anfwer to the Republic which fent them, 
he told them by Count Pij>tr, that he would give, 
an anfwer at Warfaw. 

The. fame day he marched towards that town. 
This march w.as, preceded by a Mani/efc, which 
the Cardinal and his party fpread over Poland ih« 
eight days. By this writing Charles invited all; 
the Poles to join their' revenge with his, and pre- 
tended 1 to fhew tljat'thfeir mtereft and his were 
the fame. They were obliged to own Charles for 
their protector, frnce he was refolved to be fo. 

Mean while the King of Sweden arrived, before 

trarfacw, Qn the eth of May, 1702. The gatet 

were opened to him upon the firft fummons. He 

D 2 fent 
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feut away the Potijb garrifon, difmifled tjie city 
guard, every where polled guards of his own, or- 
dered the inhabitants to bring in their arms, and, 
content with having difarmed them, and not wil- 
ling to exafperate them, he demanded no more of 
them than a contribution of 100,000 francs. King 
jiugufim was then getting together his forces at 
Cracow^ and was much utrprized to fee the Car- 
dinal Primate one of the company. That man, 
pretended to keep up the decency of his charac- 
ter to the latt, and to dethrone his King with all 
the refpectful behaviour of a good fubjecl. He 
(old him that the King of Sweden appeared dif- 
pofed to a reafonable accommodation, and humbly 
begged leave that he might attend him. King Au- 
gvfius granted him what he could not refufe, that 
is, the liberty to prejudice his affairs. 

The Cardinal Primate, thus covering the bafe- 
iiefs of his con duel by the addition of treachery, 
haflened to the King of Sweden* He found him in 
company with the Duke of Holfiein his brother-in- 
law, Count Piper his firft Mmifter, and feveral 
general officers. The King advanced fome dc^s 
to meet the Cardinal, and they had a conference 
together Handing, of about a quarter of an hour, 
which Chafes put an end to by faying aloud, <c I 
" will never give the Poles peace till thej have 
" elecled another King/' 

Upon this news the King of Poland faw plain- 
ly, that he muft either lofe his crown, or prekrve 
it by arms. Ail his Saxon troops were arrived from 
the frontiers of Saxony, The Nobility of the Pa- 
latinate of Cracow, where he it ill remained, came 
in a body to orTer him their fervices. 

The two Kings met on the 19th of July 1702, 
in a very fpacious .plain near Chjfau between War- 
Jaw and Cracow. Augxjim had near 34,000 men, 

and 
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fend Cbark* XII. not above 1 2000. Upon the Jirft 
vottey, which* w« difcharged by the Saxons, the 
Dnke of Hoiftiin- who commanded the Snvtdijh horfe, 
received a cannon- ball in the reins. The King 
enquired if he was dead, and being told that ha 
was; hefpu/redhis horfc with fury! and rufhed 
into the thickeft of the enemy, at the head of hit 
guard*. 

The King of Poland* thrice led up his troops in 
perfon to the charge ; but the afcendanfe of Charles 
Xtl. carried it, and gained a complete victory. 
He made no &*y upon the field of battle, but 
marched ftraight to Cracow, purfujng the King of 
Poland, who fled before him. 

The citizens of Graeo*w {hut their gates upon the 
conqueror. He caafed them to be bnrft open, and 
took the caftle by atifault. His foldiers did not 
offer the leaft ill-treatment to any one citizen ; 
but the King made them pay fufficiently for the 
temerity of their refinance, by charging them with 
excehW contributions, 

hie departed from Cracow in the full refolution 
0/ pprfuing Auguftus without intermiflion. But 
within fome miles from the city his horfe fell 
under him, and broke his thigh. They were 
obliged to carry him back to Cracow, where he 
was confined to hi« bed for fix weeks in the hands 
of his furgeons. This accident gave Auguftus 
letfore to breathe & tittle. He caufed it immedi- 
ately to be fpread throughout Poland and Germany , 
that Charles XII. was killed by his fa)L In this 
fmall interval he afTembles all the orders of the 
Kingdom at Mariembowg y and then at Lublin y who 
had before been called together at Sendomlr. The 
Diete were foon undeceived concerning the falfe 
report of the King erif Sweden** death ; but all its 
members fware to continue faithful to KingAu* 

D 3 I 
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In the mean time Charles XII. recovered of bis 
wound, and overturned all before him. Always 
fact in his refolution of forcing the Poles thera- 
fclves to dethrone their King, by the intrigues 
of the Cardinal Primate, he caufed a new ailembly 
to be called together at War/aw, to oppofe that of 
Lublin. 

He left the affembly of War/aw to difpote .by 
difcourfes and writings with that, and having aog- 
mented his. victorious troops with 6000 horfe and 
8000 foot, which he received from Sweden, he 
marched againft the remains of the Saxon army he 
had beaten at Clijfau, which had gained time to 
rally and recruit, whilft he was confined to his 
bed. This army (hun'd his apprpach, and retir'd 
towards Prujjiai The river Bugh lay between them. 
Charles fwam over it at the head of his horfe, 
whilit the foot went to feck a ford fumewhat 
higher. On May 1, 1703, he came up with 
the Saxons at a place called Puhufk. They were 
commanded by General Stenau to the number of 
about 10,000, The terror of the King's arms 
was fo great, that one half of the Saxon army 
ran away at his approach, without flaying for 
the battle, General Stenau Hood firm for a while 
with two regiments, but at lait was drawn along 
in the general Sight of his army, 

Augvfius, with the fcattered remains of the 
Saxons retired in haile to Thorn. Charles immediate- 
ly prepared to befiege it. The King of Poland, 
not thinking himfelf fee u re, withdrew into Saxony, 
In the mean time Charles not being able to bring 
up his cannon before Thorn, was obliged to wait 
till it was fent him from Sweden by fea. 

Mean while he took up his quarters within fome 
miles of the City, and would often advance too 
near the ramparts, to view it. The pjain drefs he 
always wore was of greater fervicc to him than he 

M 
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Bad ever imagined in thefe dangerous walks. It 
hindered him from being pointed out by the ene- 
my, as a perion to be fired at. One day having 
approached very near with one of his Generals 
named Li even, who was dref&'d in fcarlet trim'd 
wkh gold, and fearing left the General mould be 
perceived, he ftraight ordered him to walk behind 
him. 

Lirven difcerning his error too late, and fearing 
equally for the King in whatever place he was, 
heiitated a while whether he ought to obey him ; 
in the moment while this conteft lafted, the King 
takes him by the arm, puts himfelf before him, 
and hides him ; at the fame inftant a cannon ball 
ft ruck the General dead upon that very fpot which 
the King had fcarce quitted. The death of this 
roan, killed directly in his ftead, contributed not 
a little to confirm bim in the notion he ever held 
of abfolute predefti nation. 

Whilft he lay before Tborn 9 the city of Dantzick 
ventured to difoblige him. Fourteen frigates and 
forty tranfport veflels were bringing the King a 
fupply of 6000 men, with cannon and ammuni- 
tion to finim the ficge of Thorn. Thefe fuccours 
muft neceflarily pafs up the Weijfel. At the mouth 
of this river lyes Dantz.Uk. Count Steinbock af- 
fembled the magiftrates in the King's name, de- 
manding a paffage for the troops, and fome am- 
munition, The Magiftrates durft neither abfolute- 
ly refufe, nor ex pre fly grant what he demanded. 
General Sttinbock made them give by force more 
than he had afked ; and farther exa&ed from the 
town a contribution af 100,000 crowns by way 
of recompence for their imprudent denial. At 
laft the recruits, the cannon and ammunition being 
arrived before Thorn, the fiege was begun on the 
jttd of September. 

Rove/» 
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ReveU governor of the place, defended it a 
month with frgamfbn of 5000 men. And then 
it was forced to fur render at difcretion. The 
per riftm were made prisoners of war, and fen t in- 
to Sweden. Revel was prefented to the King un- 
armed. H» Majefty gave him a fword with his 
own ham), mad* him a- eon&deraMe prefent in 
money, and fent him away upon his parole. This 
poor petty town was condemned to pay 40,000 
crowns ; an exceffive contribution fbr fuch a place. 

Elbing, a town built upon an arm of the Weif- 
ftl, hentated too long about giving paffage to the 
Swedijb troops ; and was more fcverely punHhed 
than Danxkk. Cbarhs entered there in perfon on the 
1 3th of December at the head of 4000 men armed 
with bayonets at the end of their munVets. The 
inhabitants in a conftemation fell upon their knees 
in the ftreets, and begged for mercy, He took 
from them all their arms, lodged his foldier-s in their 
houfes, and then obliged the magistrates to raife 
that very day a contribution of 260,000 crowns. 
There were in the town 200 pieces of cannon, 
and 400,000 weight of gun-powder, which he 
feized. 

The Cardinal had fcarce taken an oath to his 
King, that he would attempt nothing againft him, 
before he west to the aftembly at Warfaw, but 
ftill under the pretence of peace. He was attended 
by 3000 foldiers rai&d upon his own eftate ; but 
upon coming thither talked of nothing but concord 
and obedience. At laft he threw off the mafic, and 
on the 14th of February, 1704, declared in the 
name of the afTembly, Augujhs EhShr of Saxony 
incapable of wearing tie crown of Poland. They then < 
pronounced with a common voice, that the throne 
was vacant. The fefiion of that day was not yet 
ended, when a courier from the King of Sweden 
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brought a letter from hi* Majefty to the aflembly. 
The Cardinal opened the letccr, which contained 
an order in form of a requeft to elect Prince James 
Sobieski for their King. They were difpofed to obey 
with joy, and *ven fixed the day of the election. 
The Prince was then at Breflau in Silefia, waiting 
with impatience for the crown, which his father 
had wore. As he was one day hunting at fame 
leagues from Breflau with Prince Conftantine one of 
his brothers, thirty Saxon horfemen, feift privately 
by King Attgufius, broke out of. a fudden upon 
them from a neighbouring wood, furrounded the 
two Princes, and carried them off without refinance 
to Leijjfic, This ftep at once broke all the meafurcs] 
of CW/w,theCardinal,and the aflembly at Warfaw. 
Fortune threw King Auguftus aim oft at the fame 
time upon the point of being taken himfelf. He 
was at dinner within three leagues of Cracow, re- 
lying upon an advanced guard polled jit fome dis- 
tance, when General Rene b: Id came fudt'tnly up- 
on him, after having carried off the guard. The 
King had but juft time to get on horfeback with tea 
others. General RenchUd purfued him four days, 
ready tofeize upon him every moment. The King 
fltd into Sendomir, and the Snvedifo General followed 
him thither; and it was a lingular piece of good 
fortune, that he made his efcape. 

Count Piper laid hold of this opportunity to ad- 
vife Cbarlit XII. to take upon himfelf the crown of 
PJand. The King anfwered, that he chofe rather 
to give away Kingdoms than gain them, and ad- 
ded, fmiting, " You were made for the Minifter of 
48 an Italian Prince." 

Charles lay ltill near Tbom ; he thence obferved 
all that was uanfa&ed at Warfanv, and kept the 
neighbouring powers in awe. Prince Alexander^ 
bro-hcrofthc vwoSibieJkPs who were carried off in 

Silefla, 
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of Poland to the father. The Cardinal had given 
fuch impreffiohs of Lubomirsky % as he could never 
efface. He ufed his utmoft addrefs to draw the 
King infenfibly into the new intereft he embraced, 
and to divert him from the choice of Stamjlaus. 
But what have you, fays the King, to objedl againft 
him ? k Sir, fays the Prelate, he is too you?g. The 
King anfwered, " He is much about my age/* turn- 
ed his back upon the Prelate, and immediately 
difpatched Count Hoorn to fignlfy to the ailembiy 
at War/ana, that they mull elefl a King in &yz 
days, and that they muft chufe Stani/laus Lecfin- 
sky. Count Hoorn arrived upon the 7th of July, 
and fixed the day of the election to the 1 2th. The 
Cardinal Primate returned to the aflembly, where 
he left no Hone unturned to make the election prove 
abortive. Bat the King of Sweden coming him- 
felf intognito to Warfanx^ he was obliged to be fi- 
lent All that the Primate could do was to abfent 
himfelf from the election. 

On the day appointed for the ele&ion, the af- 
fembly met at Colo, the place defigned for the ce- 
remony, and the Bifliop of r^a/r/aprefideiTinikad 
of the Primate. The King of Sweden mixed with 
them that he might in fecret enjoy the fruits of his 
power. Count Hoorn and two other general offi- 
cers affifted publickly at the folemnity, as ambaf- 
fadors extraordinary from Charles to the Republic. 
The feflion lafted till nine in the evening ; and the 
Bifhop of Pofnania put an end to it by declaring in 
the name of the Diete Stani/laus tleBtd King of Po- 
land. 

The Cardinal Primate, and thofe who had a 
mind to continue neuters, were all of them forced 
the next day to come and pay homage to the new' 
King. The greateft mortification they had was, 
that they were obliged to 'wait 'upon him to the 

King 
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King' of Sweden s quarter* His-; Majefty gave 
all the honours to the King he had made, which 
were due to a King of Poland '; and to add a great- 
er weight to his new dignity.,: afiigqed him money 
and trOops. . . v . ' 

Charles XII. immediately departed from War- 
/aw to finilh the conqueft of Poland. He had tix-~ 
ed the general rendezvous of hit .a/ my before 
Leopold, the capital of the great Palatinate c* Rpjm. 
He fat down before it on September 5, and »he next 
day carried it by affault;' and, all who refitted 
were put to the.fword. The King then proclaimed 
.his orders by found of trumpet, that all the inha- 
bitants, who l}ad any effects belonging to King 
jfuguftus, or hie .adherents/ -JhoukL luring them in ' 
per&n before night caine on, under < pain of death, 
and they brought his. Majefty. 400 cheib "filled 
with gold and filver coin, plate and oiher valuable 
effete. 

Stanijlaus immediately after his Election,, receiv- 
.ed. information that a numerous army was drawing 
near to War/asv.- This was King Auguftuu who 
having eluded the King of Sweden, was .coming 
up witk 20,000 men to fall upon Warfa*w $ and 
carry off his rival, 

li Stantflaui tallied, fee .was ^wre to he undone. 
He lent his. family therefore into Pajnania under 
the guard of thofe Polj/b troops, in whom he cqnld 
put moft. confidence. The Cardinal Primate fled 
one of the firlfcto the frontiers of PruJ/m. Several 
gentlemen took different, roads. The new King 
. went dircAly to Charles XII. The Siihop ,of Pofi 
noma alone could not efcape, being confined to 
JVarfasv by. a dangerous ilfnefs, As to General 
Heem, who was governdr of Warjam in the name 
of the King of Sweden, he took np his residence 
in the cattle with. his 1 500 Sw$dts.> « .* 

£ Juguftm 
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Auguftus entered the capital as a Sovereign in- 
cenfed and victorious. Count Hoorn flood the con- 
ftant fire of the enemy in the caille, wherein he 
was inclofed 5 bat the place at lad being no longci 
able to hold out, he was forced to beat a parley, 
and remained prifoner of war, with his 1500 
Swedes. 

Count Hoorn, releafed upon his parole, cam< 
•to Leopold, within a fmall time after StaniJIam. 
He took the liberty of complaining a little to the 
Xing of Sweden, that his Majefty had not relieved 
W&rf&ui. " Be not under much concern about 
•« it, my poor Count/* (fays the King) " we muA 
" let King Auguftus do fomething by way of a- 
44 mufement, or otherwife he would grow tired 
u of having us fo long in his neighbourhood ; bat 
44 take my word for it, he (hall not be the better 
" for this advantage* 49 

The conqueror, accompanied by King Stanij- 
laus, went ia quell of his enemy at the head of 
the ©eft part of his troops. The Saxun army fled 
conftantly before him, and the towns for thirty 
miles round fent htm their keys. 

Auguftus committed xhe care of his army for 
ibme time to Count Sbullembourg, a very able Ge- 
neral, who after ieveral artifices and counter 
marches found himfelf near Pumtz, ia the Palati- 
nate of Pofnams, imagining that the King of S<ws- 
den and King Staniflaus were above fifty leagues of 
from him. But coming thither, he learnt mat the 
two. Kings were ready to fall upon him with 10 
or 12,000 horfe, SbuUembourg had not 1000 horfr, 
cor above 8000 foot. He was ever of opinion, 
that the foot might (land againft the horfe in at 
open campaign, even without the benefit of cbt- 
mtmx de Friz* j and he ventured to make trial of it 
that day agatnH the victorious horfe commanded 

by 
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by the two Kings, and the moft experienced of 
the Swedtjb Generals. He potted himfelf fo ad- 
vantageoufly, that he could not be furrounded ;. 
his firft rank bent one knee upon the ground, and 
was* armed wi:h pikes ancl fufees ; the foldiers 
Hood extremely clofe, and prcfented to the ene- 
mies horfe a kind of rampart pointed whh pikes 
and bayonets ; the fecond rank r bending V little 
upon the ihoulders of the fir It, fired over their 
heads, and the third (landing upright, fired at 
the lame time behind the other two. The Swedes 
fell upon the Saxons with their ufuaL impetuofity^ 
who waited for them unihaken ; the difcharge x>£ 
the muskets, the pikes and bayonets ftartlcd the* 
horles, and (et them a capering inftead of ad-~ 
vancing. Bv this means the Saudis made their 
attack tn diforder, and the Saxons defended them- 
felves by keeping their ranks. 

This unequal fight of a body of horfe againlt 
the foot,, though often interrupted and renewed, 
lafted three hours. The Swedes loft more horfes 
than men. Shulltmboutg at laft gave way, but his 
troops were not broken. He drew them up into 
an oolong battalion, and though he had received 
five wounds in the engagement, he retired in 
good order in this form about midnight to the 
finall town of Quran* within three leagues of the 
field of battle. And he fcarce began to breathe 
in that place, before the two Kings appeared fud- 
denly at his heels. 

Beyond Gwau> towards the river Oder, lay a 
thick wood, through which the Saxon General 
faved his fatigued army. The Swedes without 
paufing purfued him through the thickets. On 
the other fide the wood runs the river Parts at 
the foot of a village named Rtstftn. Shullembourg 
had fent before in all hafte to get the boats toge- 
ther, and carried his troops acrols the river, 
£ 2 whic" 
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vrhteh were already half loft: Claries was come ! 
to one fide of the river by that time Slnllembcurg 
had got to the otber. He loft no time, but fwara 
his horfe crofs the river. And thus the Saxon: 
were enclofed between the river Parts* and the 
great river of Oder* which has its fburce in SHe- 
Jia> and is in this place very deep and rapid. 
- <Shulkmbo»rg ft rove all he Could to extricate 
himfelf from this extremity. He had. rot above 
4000 .men left;, he had a Fcffe before him, and 
his rear-guard was upon the.. banks uf the Oder. 
He had no bridges or boats to throw over the ri- 
ver, but in the: eyening* gave orders for planks. 
Qbarles upon hi* -arrival immediately, attacks the 
mill, in iuirperfeafon that, after he had taken it, 
the Sanmrmufa cither periih in the river, or die 
foord in hand; or. fit leaft furrender themfelves 
prifoners. In the mean while the planks- were 

Sit ready > and the" Saxcns pafled tne >Qder dver 
em in the night .; and when. Charles had farced 
the mill,* he found no more, of the enemies, army, 
upon which. he jcould not help foytog', " sfatifem- 
*r ^«1^has.conquerflftilUS.today. , • ... 
' Under thefe happy conjunctures S&aniflaus pre- 
pared for his coronation. , A Bfcte was appointed 
V9 faectjti WaxfiKtr+jQaA. all other obftacles -were 
removed ; only thccoiiruof Rom*, were difpofed 
to crofs it. . 

Clement XI. the then P*>pc, fent briefs nor all the 
Prelates of Pdar.dy and in particular to the Car- 
tfir.al Primate* by which he threatened them with 
excommunication, if they prdiimedto aflift «tt tue 
eon fee ration oF. £t.v:ijlaus y or form any attempt 
3g«i.-i! rSe Prercgnuves cf King Jumfias^ but 
trie v. ardscal Primate Gyidg-lboa -after > trie v. oro- * 
nation was i*>-emni/,ed quietly atfd magnificently 
on C elder 4, T705 in the town of IVarfcLWy not- 
wicULmdir^ t/ic ufualcuiloia ia Poland of crown- 
ing 
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ing their Kings at Cracow. Stantflaus Lecj 
and his wife Charlotn Opalinska were cro 
King and Queen of Poland by the hands o 
Archbifliop of LeoteUy affiftcd by feveral 
Prelates. Charles &II was prcfent at the 
monv tncogtiitO) as he had been at the ele&io 
Meanwhile the Czar took Narva by a! 
on Augufi 21 , 1704, after a regular fiege, hi 
prevented its being relieved either by lea or 
As fbon as the foldiers were mailers of the 
they fell to plunder, and gave themfclvcs 1 
the mod enormous barbarities. The Czai 
from place to place to put a (top to the c 
der and raaflacre. He was even obliged tc 
feveral AJofcavites, who did not hearken t 
orders. They yet Ihew the table in the t 
houfe at Narva > upon which he laid his fi 
as he entered, and tell the words which he i 
to the Citizens, who flocked thither after ! 
a It is not,, fays he, with the blood of the in] 
" tants, that my fvrorA is ftained, but with tfc 
" the Mofcovstesy which I have ihed to fave 
" lives •- 

The Czar held out dill an helping hai 
King jfuguftm ; he peri'uaded him by Ge 
Patkuly who had lately pa(Ted into the iervi< 
Mofcovy, and was then the Czars Ambafladc 
$axony % to come to Grodno to confer with 
once more upon the unhappy ftate-of his at 
Xing Jugufius came thither with fome troop 
tended by General ShuIIembourg. The Czaj 
rived, with 100,000 men marching after 
The two Monarchs formed new (chemes of 
It was relblved that the Czar's army fhoul 
divided into feveral bodies to oppofe every 
tion of the King of Sweden. The conferen 
the two Kings ended in an extraordinary ; 
ncr. The Cfrar departed fuddenly, and lef 
9 3 ti 
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troops to his aily, to go and exriDguifti a rebel- 
lion in pcrfcn/wliish threatened him in j4ft*a- 
can. He was fcarce gone from him, before 
King Juguftus ordered Paikul to be taken up at 
£)r'efderi. All Europe were in amaze, thar, contra- 
ry to the law of nations, and in appearance to bis 
own intereft, he fhould venture to imprifbn the 
Ambaflador of the only Prince who protected 
Mm.* His Excule to the 'Czar was, that Patkul 
was a perfidious wretch, and would betray them 
both". However he had no other fault, but thar 
of having ferved his new mailer too veil. 

In the mean while the ioo,oqo Alcfccvites on 
one f.dc, divided, into leveral fmall bodies, burn: 
and ravaged the eftates of the adherents to Sta- 
r?islaies\ and khullembourg on the- Other was ad- 
vancing with his frefti troops. But the fortune of 
the fovedes difperfed thefe two armies in lefs than 
two months. Charles "XII. and Stanislaus fell upon 
the feparaie bodies of- -the Ahfcovit'es one after an- 
other; bur fo briskly, that one Mofcouite General 
v. as beaten before he knew cf the defeat of his 
companion. 

* One party of Swedes took the baggage of Au- 
fi'fius-, in which were 2co>ooo crowns of filver 
coin ; ttanisUtts made a fcizure of 8oo,oco du- 
cars belonging to rrir'ce Ato:zikof the General 
of the AJcfeotJtzs. Qhar'es at the head of his horfe 
would often" march thirty leagues in four and 
twenty hours, every fbidicr leading another horfe 
in his hand to motmr, when his own was weary. 
The Mfcovitcsy terrified and reduced to a irnall 
number, and in difordcr beyond' the Borifthentj. 

Whilft Charles was thus driving the Mofco- 
t/tss. beforohrm into the heart of Dibuatiiay 
ttulkmbourg at Jaft.repaued the Odtr, and came 
at the head of twenty thoufand men to give bat- 
tle to the grand Marefchal Ketich'td* who was 

look'd 
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Iook*d upon as. the beft Gencial Charles XII. 
had. Thefe two famous Generals m*c near 
Punitz in a place called Fraw.rtfad Renchild 
had no more than thir:een bji;aliors ard two 
and twenty fquadrons, which alt iogecher made a- 
about 10,000 men; and Sbulkrnbsur}r had twice 
as many. It is to be obferved, that he had fri his 
army between" fix and feven thou fund A'cjlovites, 
The battle of Fravenftad was fought on February 
12, 1706. The engagement la fled not a quarter 
of an hour, the Saxons did nor refift a moment, 
and the Aacfcovites threw down their arms upon 
the firft appearance of the Swedsj ; the terror was 
fo fudden, and the diforder fo great, tiiut the 
conquerors found upon the field of battle 7000 
iufees all charged, which they had thrown away 
without firing. 

The Diete of RrAisbone^ declared the King of 
Sweden an enemy to the Empire, in cafe he puffed 
beyond the Oder with his army ; which very de- 
termination confirmed him in hi* rclblution of 
marching into Germary. 

Upon his approach the villages were deferted, 
and the inhabitants fled on all fides, .Charles cauied 
his proclamation to be dscd up in all places, that be 
had no other defign but to procure peace ; that all 
thofe who returned to their hotifes, and paid the 
contributions he fhould require, mould be treated 
as his own fubjects, ard the reft purfued without 
quarter. This declaration from a Prince, w ho was 
never known to have broken his word, brought 
back the inhabitants in numbers, whom fear had 
driven away. He encamped at Alrm(tad> near 
the plain of Lutzeti> the field of battle famous for 
the vidory and death of Guftavus Adotpbus. 

From this camp, he gave orders to tbe cftates 
of Saxony to meet, and lend him without delay the 
regiftcraof the finances of the Electorate. As 

foon 



44 *he Hist or y of 

foon as he had them, and was informed exa&ly 
of what Saxory could fupply, he impoied a tax 
upon it of 625,000 rixdoltars a month. Be (ides 
which, the Saxons were obliged to furnifli every 
Swed/Jb foldier with two pound of meat, two pound 
of bread, two pots of beer, and four pence a day, 
ard with forage for the horfe. The contributions 
being thus regulated, the King ordered in all the 
towns where he put garrifons, that every inn- 
keeper, in whofe houfe the Ibldiers were quar- 
tered^ fhould give certificates of their behaviour 
every month, without which the foldier was not 
to have his pay. Infpc&ors befides went every 
fifteen days from honle to houfe* to make enquiry 
whether the Swedes had oceafioned any difturb- 
ance; and care was taken to make the inn- keep- 
ers amends, and punifh the perfons in fault. 

One day, as the King was riding out near Lip- 
ficky a Saxtn peafaut threw himfelf at his feet to 
ask juflice of him again ft a grenadier, who had 
juft taken from him what he had defigped for his. 
family's dinner. The King ordered, the (bldier 
to be brought before him,, " And is it true," fays 
hc y with a (lem countenance, u that you have 
" robbed this man ?" u Sir,, fays the foldier, " I 
" have not done him fb much mifchief, as your 
" Majefty has done his mafter ; you have taken a 
* 4 Kingdom from him,, and I have only taken a 
«' turkey from this fellow." The King gave 
the poor man ten ducats* with his own hand, and 
pardoned the foldier for. the boldnefs of his reply, 
laying, " Remember, friend, if I have taken a 
" Kingdom from King Jugufiujy I have taken 
M nothing for myfelf." 

King Augufius wandering in Poland, and de- 
prived at once both of his Kingdom and Electo- 
rate, at laft wrote a letter with his own hand to 
Charles XII. to ask a peace. Hit two plenipoten- 
tiaries- 
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tiariescameby night to Charles Xllth'scamp, and 
had a private audience. The fting read the let- 
ter, and, " Gentlemen," fays he, " I will give 
u yoti my anfwer in a moment." He immediate- 
ly retired into his cabinet and wrote as follows': 

TCo^fent to give peace up (to the following conditions , . 

in wbk$-it muftnet fa .eftye&ed that I Jbal! make 
the If aft alteration : • • ' - ; 

T>tfW King Angttfat* ■ renounce fo* ever* the 
ctokuksf P&terid ; \hat * be 'Acknowledge * Stapifiaus 
at ld*Jofuf*Kingi and-thUt be phmife • new to fe- 
rrumnt tb'Slbrime, not ' eveto* after Jhe death- of &&if- : 
laus'. " * • • - - , 

H. That teremum* ai'Mber mat tos\ Arid forth 
ckhfrlythofe he has rndde wi.b Mofeovy. - : * 
III. <Tbat he fend back with honour into my camp'- 
' the Prmtes> &\AtltkiiandWFtbe Prlfitiefs ht has 
htenabk to take. 
IV; tfbat h* deliver into my hands all the defert^, 
■ e¥s,\'wbo have entetetf into his fervice y arid pa¥- 
• tfcufurPf Jahh JPatkul; and that all proceedings to 
fipfid 4gai#ftftkb as have papdfknt bitferVici /*- 
to mint-* - ♦ ;. 

He* gave*' this Paper to Count P}pefj ch#rgft*|[* 

i him to negotiate the rdft with thd Plefiipoteritia^ 

yfes-. They had feveral conferences with Cotfnf 

Pipe*) bilt could gain rio other anfwer from him* 

tr>all their perfttafiojIVfhdft « Stlch-istb* will 

44 of the King my matter, and he never chatige*- 

" his relocations."' - . 

• Whit ft this peafce wa&filently negotiating in- 

6a#cxy, Prince Mnzicoff, Gc&eraliffi'mo Ofthe Mf~- 

i covite army, brought him into Poland a bddy of 

; 30,000 men, at a time when he not only did not 

defire their afiiftance any Jonger, but even ftar>d 

it. He had with him feme Polijb and Saitvn trGOps* 

1* ha' 
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which in all made up about 6000 men ; Unround- 
ed with this fmall body by Prince Afemicof *s ar- 
my, he was under the moft ^ terrible apprehen- 
fjons, in cafe they fhould difcover his negotia- 
tion. In this nice circumftance there app. ared 
in view of the army the Swedtjh General Mader- 
field* at the head of 10,000 men, at Caltfb% near 
the Palatine of Pofnania. Prince Menzjcof pref- 
fed King Auguftus to give them battle. The 
King being in the utmoft perplexities delayed it 
under feveral pretexts, but at laft determined to 
fendaPcribn, upon whom he could rely, to the 
General of the enemy, to Jet him into parr of the 
iecrctof the peace, and advife him to retreat; 
but General Madtrfeld imagined that a (hare was 
laid to intimidate him, and refolved to risk the 
battle. 

The MofcovHu that day conquered the Swedes 
in a pitched battle for the firft time. This vic- 
tory, which King Augufius gained almoft agaicft 
his own inclination, was complete, and he entered 
triumphant in the midft of his bad fortune into 
War f aw. He was tempted to Jeize upon this mo- 
ment for profperity, and to fall upou the King of 
Sweden in Saxony with the Mofcovit* army. Sot 
UDon recollection, judged it better to- comply 
with the terms the King of Sweden fhovld impolc 
upon him. Thefe terras were made more ievere, 
when Charles had information, that K'mgAmgftf- 
t*s had fallen apon hu troops during the negoti- 
ation. 

He had juft fung 5V Devm at War f aw, when 
Finfieny one of his Plenipotentiaries, arrived 
from Saxony, with' the treaty of peace, which de- 
prived him of his. crown. Augufius paufed a 
while, but figned it, and then let out for Sax cry y 
in vain hopes, that his prefence alight (often the 
King of Sweden. 
. The 
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The two Princes' had their firft interview at 
<*unterfibrf in Count Pipers quarters, without any 
ceremony. Charles YA\. was in jack-boots, and 
uiual Drefs. The converfation turned wholly 
upon thofe great boots. Charles told King Au- 
guftusy that he had not laid them afide for fix 
years, except when he wenttofleep. The two 
Kings dined together federal times afterwards. 
Char Us always afte&ed to give the right hand to 
King Ju^ujlus ; but was fo far from lbftening the 
rigour of his demands, that he made them ftill 
harder. He obliged the King Elector, not on- 
ly to fend Stanijlaus the jewels, and records of the 
crown, but Hkewife to write him a letter of 
-congratulation upon his acceffion. And he abfo- 
lutely infilled upon the giving up of General Pat- 
Jtul without delay ; with all which Augufius was / 
obliged to comply. 

As to Patkul, King Auzuftus thought he might 
find an expedient to fatisfy Charles and his own 
honour at the fame time. He fent his guards to 
deliver up the unhappy prifoner to the $wedlfl> 
troops ; but fent before a jecret order to the Go- 
vernor of Konifiing to let him efcape. The Go- 
vernor knowing Patkul to be very rich, would 
liave^ had him bought his liberty. But theorifo- 
ner refufed to pay for what he thought he mould 
obtain for nothing. During this interval, the 
guards appointed to feiie upon him arrived, and 
immediately gave him up to four Swedifo officers, 
who carried him ftrait to the general quarters^ at 
Alranjta&y where he continued three months tied 
to a itake with a heavy chain of iron ; and thence 
he was carried to Cafim'w. 

tibarlel forgetting that Patkul was the Czar'a 
Ambaffador; and confidering only that he was 
born his fubjed, ordered a council of war to 
pafs fentencc upon him with the titmoft rigour. 

He 



He was condemned to be broke alive and quar-1 
tered. A Chaplain came to let him know, that! 
he was to die, without informing him in what' 
manner. At the fame inftant this man, who had 
braved death in fo many battles, poured oat 2 
.flood of tears. When hi was led to the place 
ofpunifliment, andfaw the wheels and ftakes pre- 
pared for his execution, he fell into convulhons 
of terror, and threw himfclf into the arms of the- 
mii;ifter, who embraced, him, and covered him 
with his cloak, and wept over him. He .received 
ilxteen blows, and endured the longeft and moS 
dreadful tortures, than can be imagined. Thus 
died the unfortunate John Renold Patkul* Am- 
baffador and General. to the Emperor of Moj- 
covy.'. , 

It was propofed in the Czar's council to make 
retaliation by treating the Swedijb officers, who 
were pri&ners at fyfunvy in the fame manner. 
But the Cz,ar would not content to a barbarity, 
which would have been attended with fuch fatal 
£onfequence;.ftice there were more AfafcovXes 
prisoners, in $«#<&*, than S<wtcUs in Mofcovy. 

He.fQUghtfor a more advantageous revenge. 
The mam body of his enemies army lay idle in 
Saxony. Levenbaup* the King of Sweden's. Gene- 
ral, whp was left in Poland with about 20,000 
men, was not able to guaftl the panes in a coun- 
try withcut; forts and tulf of fa&ions. StanifUui 
was in the camp of Char Us XII. The JSmperor 
q{ jVtfciwy, ikizes upon this conjuh&ure, a»d re- 
enters Pdtud with above 6os©oo men. Hepaufed 
an afferably tp he called together at Leopold^ not 
much unlike that, which had dethroned Aug«f- 

. fci 1 ! ? S?<tn'nlaus fet out from Alravftad on the 
15th of. 3ufy, 1707,. with ^General t&mbJJd, fnc- 
x&xxSwtdfjb: regiments,, and -.great nuns of mo- 



_j 



CHARLES XII, 4* 

iey, to make hirofelf peaceably owned. He was 
icknowledged wherever he ' j>afled ; the difci* 
pline of his troops gained him the people's in- 
clinations; his extreme affability reunited to 
him almoft all the fa&ions, in proportion as it 
was known ; and his money procured him the 
srreateft part of the army of the crown.' Tti& 
Czar retired into Lithuania, where he* had ap^ 
pointed the rendezvous of the ieveral branches of 
his army, and eftabllfhed magatines. 'this re* 
treat kit King Staniflans in the peaceable'' poflcfc 
fion of almcif all Poland. 

The King of Sweden was then receiving Am* 
bafladors in his camp at Jhanftad, from* almoft 
all the Princes in tbriftendom. Amortgft thefe 
Ambafladors was the famous Duke of Marlborough* 
ieot by Anvey Queen. of Great- Britain, fie knew 
that Charles was exafperated again ft the Empire 
and r the Emperor ; that he wS fecrefly loraci- 
ted by the Prenyl and that if thfs cohquerpr 
fhould join hirafclf to jUwiiWY. the afoes would 
be undone. ' ' " 

As foon as he was arrived at l^P0^ 'where 
Charier then was, lie applied him(Hfjec<efty ,'tf 
Baron Goerts* who began to ftare tnVJCing** 
confidence wkh Piper, He fold <?oerts> t^at IM 
defign of the allies was very ihortly tojjrboofe jtar 
the King of Sweden to be a fecond time mediator 
between them and France. He faid this in hopea 
ofdifcovering by Gotrts's anfwer the Ring's in- 
tentions^ and becatifc he chofe much ' rather to 
have Charles for an arbitrator than an enemy. At 
lafl he had his public audience at Leiffick. 

Upon his firft addrefsto the King, he told him 
in French that he fliould think himftlf happy, if 
he could be taught under his command, What he 
yet wanted to know in the art of war. He then 
had a private audience of ah hour long, in which 
F Ac 
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the -King; fpoke in German^ and the Duke in 
French * r the. Duke who was never in hafte to 
make .propositions, and- had learnt by a long 
courie of experience the art : of penetrating into 
tbetientimepts of mankind, and fending out the fe- 
cret connexion between their inmoft thoughts and 
their actions, geftures, and difcourie, fixed his 
eyes attentively upon the King. When he fookc 
to him of war in general, he thought he perceived 
in his Mfljefty a natural averiion towards France 
and -obferFed that he was pleafed when he talked 
of theconquefts of the allies. He mentioned the 
Czar to -birth- and took notice that his eyes always 
kindled at his name; and- he farther remark- 
ed, fh$t a .. map of Mfcoty lay, before him . up- 
on the table. ^ He wanted n° raore to deter- 
mine; hiia in his judgment,, .that the real defign 
of the K-ipg of Sweden and his fole ambition were 
to^etfrrpne the Czar, as he- had already done 
tha JtiRg p£ Poland,. He left. Cbarks XII. to 
his neural inclination^ and '.being fatisfied with 
haying ciifcoverea his intentions, he made him no 
kind of propQ&l. 

t# The King thought that oneyear would be fuf- 
£cient< for dethroning the Czar, and that then he 
might return and raiie himlelf by bis own power 
\o the -dignity of zrbitzr, of. Europe; but he had a 
iqind firit' to* bring down the. fpirit oftheEmpe- 
rorcf Germany. 

He demanded that ContiX-Zoboti the Emperor's 
Chamberlain, who had tpoken difreipcdtully of 
the King, fhould be delivered intq his hands; 
which 'the Emperor was • forced to fubm it to He 
demanded. that 1500 Mofcovitts^ who had fled for 
refuge into, the Emperor'* Dominions, ihould be 
delivered up, which mufthave been done, had 
they not been permitted to «fcape. He like wife 
demanded that the Emperor ihould grant his pro- 

tcftant 
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r^ftant fubje&s. in Site fa the liberties and privi- 
leges wnkh had been eftabliJhcd by the treaty of 
Weppbalia; which was likewise complied with. 

The Pope's Nuncio, who then redded in the? 
J£mperor*s court* reproached him very feverely* 
chat he, who- was a Reman Catkotick> ihcraid 
thus give up the intereft of his own religion, in 
fiavour of hereqeks*. " *Tis well for you/* an- 
fWered the Emperor, fmiling, " that the King 
•* of Sweden did nof propofe to make me * Lathe* 
** ran ; for, if, he had, I don't know what I 
•* fliould hav*done/* • ' • 

Count Wrat\SUu y l\is Ambaffador with Chattel 
"Xllt brought the treaty «o Leftfick in favour of 
the Silefiansy figaed by his matter's own hand; 
Cbarlts then faid,~he was. fatisfied, and was the 
Emperor V very good friend, however* he was; 
much difgufted at the ©ppofitiqn he -had found 
from Rome upon every occafion. ' He told Count 
JVratislau, that the Swedes had formerly conque- 
red Rome, and had not degenerated like that Ci- 
ty. And he let the Pope know,' that he would 
one day demand back the efle&s which Queen 
Cbrifiina had left at Rome. At laft, all difficulties 
being removed, he prepared for his departure. ■ 
- The Swedes did not yet know, whither their 
Xing would lead them ; only it. was fuvpe&ed in 
the army, that he might go to Ah/cow. Some 
days before his departure, he ordered the Grand 
Marefchal of his houihold to give him in writing 

the rout from Lerpfick He paufed a while 

at that word, and that the Marefchal might have 
no lufpicion of his proje&s, he added fmiling, .... 
to all the capital cities of Europe, The Maref- 
chal brought him a lift of them all, and at the 
head of them had affe&cd to put in great letters, 
the to <sd from Leipfuk :*>> Stockholm. a I lee, Sir," 
■ ..Ft fays 
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fays the King, " whither you would lead me, but 
« we ftallnot return to Stockholm lb loon." 

The Army- was already upon their march, and 
paHed near DreJZen, Charles was at their head, 
and riding according to his cuflpm about a quar- 
ter or half a mile before his guards. They loft 
fight of him all. at once, and ibmc of the offi- 
cers fpurred on their hoffes to fee where be^ was ; 
Jmt with all their enquiry rhey could not find him. 
The whole array took the alarm. in a motrient 
And. irhilft the* were ii£ great conffttrnatk>n> they 
learnt from a Saxony who was paffing by, what 
was tocojheofbim. ...... 

He had a mind, as he paffed ■ lb near Dire/den, 
to make a vifit to King jMmfhu. He entered 
the town on horfeback, attended by three or four 
general officers, aEndwentdiixdlyto alight at the 
fakce. . He was got as far ** the Sector's apart- 
ment, before it was known that be was.jb the 
town.. General Flmim having feen the K log of 
SiUf&n at a diftance, had only time to run s<nd 
inform his matter, Charles enteifcd the chamber in 
bis boots, before Aup*#h$ had . time to recover 
from his furpriie. tie w# theft (ick and- in a 
night-gown, but dreflfed hhnfctf prpdTcntly. Cbdrks 
brcakfafted with him as a traveller, who,. c4fr,c 
to take leave of his^ friend* and then he expreflcd 
his defire of viewing the forti6catioa*. .After 
haVinff paffed Ibme hours in this odd kind of vi/ir, 
he embraced King JugdfhtSi and took his leave. 
Upon returning to his army he found all his.Ge- 
nerals aflcmbled in a council of w^r, and asked 
the realbn. General Rewbi/dwU him, they had 
determined to befiege Drefekx* in cafe his Ma- 
jefty had been detained aDrifbricr. " Right,'* 
iavs the King, " they durft notj they durft not." 
The next morning, upon. the news that King 
Jugvftus held an extraordinary council ixbrtf- 

dtn: 
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| den: " You fee," fays Renchild, " they are deli- 

i " berating upon what they Ihoald nave done 

" yefterday." A few days after this event Ren- 

cUld coming to wait upon the King fpoketo 

him with aitonifhraent of his adventure at Dref- 

ien. " I confided in my good fortune, faid Charles t 

".but I have once feen the moment that might 

u have been a little unfavourable tome. Fleming 

" had no great inclination that Ifhould leave Dref- 

" <Jwfofoon." 

CHAP.-IV. 

Charles leaves Saxony; the battle of Pultowa; 
reduced to a necejtty offiying into Turkey. 

QHsfRLESzt laft took leave of Saxony in Sep- 
tember, 1707, followed by an army of 43,000 
men, formerly covered with fteel, but then Ali- 
ning with gold and filver, and enriched with the 
/poils of Poland and Saxony. Befides this army. 
Count Levenbaupj one of his beft Generals, wait- 
ed for him in Poland with 20,000 men ; and he 
liad befides .another army of 1 5,000 in I inland ; 
and freih recruits were coming to him from Swe- 
den. With all thefe forces it was not doubted but 
he muft dethrone the Cxar. 

The King of Sweden in the midft of his victo- 
rious march received a folemn etnbafly from the 
iwrks. The Ambaflador had his audience in 
Count Piper's quarters ; JVe prefented Charles with 
an hundred Swedijb fbldiers ; who having been ta- 
ken by the Calmoukst fold in Turkey, ana redeem- 
ed by the Grand Signior, were fent by him to the 
King as the moft agreeable prefent he could make J 
him. 

Charles left Stanislaus in Poland with 10,000 
Swedes ; as for his own part, he marched at the 
*Fj head J 
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head of his horfe amid ft ice and (how towards 

GVodfoin the month ofjaniiaiy, 1708. 

He had already pafled the Niemen within two 
leagues of the town* before the Czar knew any 
thing of his march. Upon the firft news that 
the Swedes were coming, the Czar leaves the 
torn by the north-gate, and Charles enters by the 
fouth. The King had with him but 600 of his j 
guards* the reft not being able to follow hira ; 
and the Czar fled with above 2000 men; but he 
learnt that very day from a Pol/Jb defertcr, that 
he had quitted the place to no more than 600 
men, and that the body of the enemy's army wa* 
ftfll above five leagues diftant. He 'loft no time, 
but fent a detachment of 1506 horfe jn the eve- 
ning to fiirprize the King of Sweden in the town. 
The 1500 Mfcovitesy affiled by the darkaefs of 
the night, advanced as far as the firft Swedijb 
guard without being known. This guard con- 
hfted of thirty men, and they alone fuftaincd the 
attack of 1500 for half a quarter of an hour. 
The King, who lay at the pther end of the town, 
came up prefently with his 660 guards ; and the 
Mofcoviies fled with precipitation. His army was 
not long without joining him, nor he without 
purfuingthe enemy. 

From Grodno to the Boriflhenes eaftward lye no- 
thing but moraffes, deferts, mountains, and im- 
mense fqrefts; in fuch places as are cultivated 
there was no^ provifion to be found ; the country 
people buried all their gram under ground." In 
oVder to diffcover thefe iuhferraneous magazines, 
they were obliged to # found the earth with long 
poles pointed with iron. The Mdjcetotits and 
Swedes ferved rfrcmlelvcs with tneie proviDbns 
hy turns. , 
. !f*he King bf Swede*, who had forefefch thefe 
difficulties, had provided Mfctiufer the fobfiftence 

of 
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of his army, (6 that. nothing ftop'd him in his 
march. After he had crofled the forcft ofMnsky, 
where his men were obliged every moment to cur 
down trees to make way tor his troops and bag- 
gage, he found himfelf on the 25th of June, 
1708, before the river Berezine % over againit Bo- 
rrfixff. 

The Crar bad got together the bed part of hfs 
troops in that place, abd intrenched himfelf to ad- 
vantage, with defign to hinder the Swedes from 
pafling the river. Charles potted fbme of his re- 
giments on the banks of the Betezim* dirc&Iy 
againft Borrow, as though he meant to attempt 
tne paflage in fight of the enemy. At the fame 
time he leads his army about three leagues up the 
river, throws a bridge over it, cuts his way 
through a body of 3000 men, who defended that 
poft, and marches to the enemy without (topping. 
a he Mofcvoites immediately decamped, and re- 
treated towards the Boriphenes y fpoiling all the 
roads, and fpreading deftru&ion wherever they 
parted, to retard the progrefs of the Swedes. 

Cba rtes furmounted all difficulties, advancing 
ftill towards the Borrjthewes. He met with 20,000 
Mofcovites in his way intrenched in a place na- 
med ffolhfin, behiftd a morals, whiefi could not 
be come at without pafling a river. Charles did not 
wait for the a (fault till the reft of his infantry came 
up* but threw himfelf into the waiter at the head 
or his foot-guards, and croffed the river and the 
morafs, with the water fometimesabore his fhoul- 
dei* s. * Whilft he thus marched again!! the enemy, 
he ordered Ms horfe to pais round the moraft, 
and fell upeft them in flank. The Mfcovites itt 
arnaie, that Ad barrier could defend them, were 
at the farne time routed by the King on foot, and 
by the Stftdijb horfe. 

He then mounted on Wrifcbackj bttt «km Af- 
ter 
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ter finding a young Szvedijh Gentleman* named 
Gullenftitrny whom he very much efteemed, woiwd- 
ed in the field, and unable to march, he obliged 
him to take his horfc, and continued -to command 
on foot at the head of his infantry. 

The Jihficvitesythxxs obliged to fly, repaffed 
the Bmflhenesy which feparates the dominions of 
Poland from their own country. Charles imme- 
diately croflfed that great river after them at 
Mobihuy the laft town in Poland. 

The Czar, thus feeing his .Empire become a 
prey to a war, was inclined to a peace, and even 
ventured fome propofals by a Polift Gentleman, 
whom he fent to the Sweden* army. Charles only 
anfwered,/ will treat with the Czar at Mofcow. 
When this haughty anfwer was reported to the 
C7ar, " My brother Charles y fays he, fiill affects 
" to a& the Alexander % but I flatter my felf he will 
<c npt find a Darius in me.'* 

About thirty leagues northward from Mohilou, 
upon the frontiers of Poland and Mfioyy, is fituate 
the country of Smolensky in which lies the great 
road from Poland to Mofcow. This, way the Czar 
retreated, and the King followed by long mar- 
ches; and fo clofe, tha? part of the rear-guard of 
the Jlhfeovitef was frequently engaged with the 
dragoons of the Swedijb van-guard. 

On the. 2zd of September y jn this year 1708, 
the King attacked a body of 10,000 horie and 
6000 Calmouks near Smclensh, with only fix re- 
giments of Jhorte, and: 4000 foot; broke their 
ranks upon the firft oniet, and forced the enemy 
to retreat. He advanced upon them through rougn 
and hollow ways, where the Calmouks lay hid; 
they then appeared again, and . threw thcmielves 
between the regiment where the King was fight- 
ing and the reft of the Swedifb army. Thc.MJf- 
covins and Qalmquks in an iniEant furrounded this 

- regiment. 
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fegtofent, aAd made their way quite up to nis 
Majefty. They killed two Jifaj dt Gwwp, who* 
fought nea;r his perfon. The King*s horfe was 
flairiai^Ief hkn ; ahd as Cue of his dquerries was 
pidentfoig liim another, both the equerry and 
hone were ftru£k dead upon the loot. Charles 
fought on foot, encircled by fame* of his officers, 
who immediately flew to Relieve him by ffif round- 
ing hifti. 

Sevefaflf of fhtth Urth takeri, woHindeo' or (Iain, 
fe that only five men wefe Jtftabout him. He was 
^uHe (befit wkli fatigue, havhig kitted above a do- 
zen of the enemy with his own hand, without 
weaving ifc nlueh as ohfe Wound;' At laffc Colo-' 
ionel Dardoff forced his way throueh the Gat- 
fronts with a* firigle cdmpany of m$ regiment* 
tnddifengaged tfce KM The rtrft 6f xheswdu 
itatthe* VdrtdVs td tfii fwofd. The armyreco- 
▼«fetl k» rank** GBarki mounted his hbrfe, and; 
fatigued as he was, gurfued the Mofiovltes two 

kagufcs. 

Cha+Us having made, a review of his whole ar- 
toy* and taken an account of their provifions, 
found ttoa* he ted not a fuflicient quantity to fub- 
fift them for fifteen days. Genef al Levenhaup* 
who was appointed to bring hirn a fupply with 
* telftfoi'cement of ijooo men, Was not vet 
come up ; he therefore refblved to quip the road: xo 
MtpiWi and turrf to the Youth towards Vkrania^ 
into th*e country of the Cofafaes, fltuate between 
the lrfflfer fdHkiyi toUnA y add Mfcovy. 

The* General of the C/htanidfts wis named Ma- 
teppat born in the Palatinate of PoMa ; the fu- ' 
peribrity of 'whoft tlnderftanding made him very 
eonfiderable among the Ccfdqites, 4hd his reputa- 
tion daily encrtfaflng, had obliged the Czar to 
toakd him Prince of CtoaMa. 

Oner 
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One day as he faj at table with the Czar at 
Mofcow 9 the Emperor propofed to him to difci- 
pline the Coftques* and render thofe people more 1 
dependent. AJazeppa anfwered, that the Situation of 
Ukrania, and the genius of the nation, were obsta- 
cles not to be furmdunted. The Cxar, who was 
Somewhat over-heated with wine, called him trai- 
tor, and threatened to have him empaled. 

Mazeppa y upon his return into Ukrtni** lai<? 
the Scheme of a revolt. The Svwtijb army, ap- ; 
tearing foon after upon the frontiers, opened 
him an eafy way to it; and he entered into a iecre: 
league with the King of Sweden to haften the 
downfal of the Czar, and make his own advantage 
of it. 

a The King appointed the rendezvous near the 
river JDefna. Jfazeppa proraifed to meet him 
there with 30,000 men, proper ammunitions and 
provisions, and all his treaSures. The Swedijb ar- 
my therefore was ordered to march towards tha: 
fide of the country. Cbarhs lent orders to Le- 
venbaup to bring up his troops and provisions with 
all Speed into ukraw'a, where he defigned to paft 
the winter, that having Secured that country to 
liimfelf, he might conquer Mtfcovy the next Spring; 
and in the mean time he advanced towards tiic 
river JDefna, which falls into the Boriftbenes at 
Kiou. 

' They were obliged to crofs a foreft full fifty 
leagues broad, and full of marihes. General La- 
gtrcron, who marched before with 5000 men and 
pioneers, led the army thirty leagues eaftward rot 
, of the right way. And they had marched four day* 
before the King discovered the miftake. With 
difficulty they Struck into the right road again, but 
left almoft all their artillery and waggons behind, 

which were either Stuck fatt> or quite Sunk in the 

mud. 

They 



CHAHLES XII. 59 

They marched fortwelve days in this painful and 
laborious manner, till they had eaten up the little 
bifcuit that was left, and then they arrived quite 
fpent with hunger and fatigue upon the.banks of the 
Defray in the place where Mazefpa, had appointed 
to meet them; but taftead of the Prince, they 
found a body of Jfofcwites advancing towards the 
tfher fide or the river. The King was very much 
lifonifhed, but refolved immediately to pafs the 
Defna, and attack the enemy. The banks of the 
river were ib fteep, that they were obliged to let 
:he ibldiers down, with cords ; and they croffed it 
according to their uftial manner, fome by fwim- 
ming, and others on floats haftily made. The^ bo- 
dy of JMofcovites, which arrived at the fame time, 
vere not above Sooo men ; fo that they made but 
fmall refiftancc, add this obftaclc was alio far- 
mounted. 

Charles advanced farther into this wretched 
country, 'uncertain of his road and JIazeppa's fi- 
delity. Mazeppa appeared at laft, but rather as a 
fagttive than a powerful ally. The JJofcovites had 
difcovered and prevented his defigns. They had 
fallenupon the Cofaques and cut tliem in pieces J 
his. principal friends were taken fword in hand, and 
thirty xtf them had been orokc upon the wheel. 
His towns were laid in afhes, his treafures plunder- 
ed, the provifions. he was preparing for the Kjngof 
Sweden feixed ; and he was fcarce able to efcape 
himlelf with 6009 men, and fome few tyrfes la- 
den with gold and Giver. However, the Co/agues* 
enraged againft the JUofioviteh came in troops • 
to the camp, and brought them provifions. 

Charles hoped at lead that General ljtvenbanp 
would come and repair this ill fortune. He was 
to bring with him about 1 5000 Swedes, with pro- 
vifions of ammunition and vi&ual. He arrived 

at 
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at laft, but ajmpft in the fame condition as Mt 

He had already paffed the ' Borifthems above 
idobikuy and.advancea about twenty leagues far- 
ther, on the road to Ukrania. He brought thcKin^ 
a convoy of 8600 waggons, with t$e money bi 
had railed in Jjthuanta y Upon coming toward 
fjefno , the Czar appeared at the bead of 50,0a 
men. ( 

The Swe&Jb Gen^ral^ who J^ad not quifi 
j6,ooo, refoived not to intrench, but marches 
againft them, without heutation on the 7th of Of- 
ferer 1708, in the afternoon. Upon the firft ai' 
fault they killed 1 500 JJofcovites. The Cxar's ar- 
my fell into coufuiioji, and fled on all (ides ; ani 
the Emperor of Rvjjia was upon the point of fee- 

. ing jhimfclf entirely defeated. 

' As ibon as he faw his troops begin to fall back 
be ran to the rear-guard, where the Ccfaants a^ 
Cplmouks were polled: a I charge you, fays he 
" to fire upon every man that runs away, ad 
" even to kill me, if I mould be fo cowardly » a* 
«« to turn my back." From thence he lurnd 
to the van-guard > rallied his troops, in perfbn, af- 
fifted by Prince MnzJcof, and Prince Gallkfo 
Xtcvtnhaupy who had preJEng orders to join hh 
matter, choJc rather to continue on his inarch tb# 
renew the fight. 

At eleven the next morning the Czar aqacW 
him near^ a morafs, and drew outhis army at length, 
that he might furround him. The Swedes facd 

• about, and the fight lafted two hours witfi equal 
refolutiqn. The JJofcovites loft three times as ma- 
ny men, but Jjill kept their ground, and the,\4#on 
was undecided. 

At four in the afternoon General Bqver brought 
the Czar a reinforcement of troops. Tbe&itfk 
was then renewed tor tjie third time/ with more 

fary 
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£V**ry and eagernefs than ever, and Jafted tillnight 

came on. At hft numbers carried it. 'The Swedes 

-were broken, routed, and driven^, far as to their 

fcaggage. Levenhaup rallied his troops behind his 

^waggons, and though: the Swedes were conquered » 

irhey did not Ry. They were about ,opob,«a<l : n9t 

zi . /ingle man of then). ran awav. * .;. :\ '.'] , 

. . : *Die_next .morning, at day-break,, she Qxarjoi:- 

^Jerjed a fre^^aplt.^.^fw^/M^ft^d.r.et^dtb an 

*id yantageous. ground £t fomc. m4e& <ijftance^ y after 

having nailed /down : part of his .cannon, audj fet 

fire to his waggons.,, • ^ , ;.; „ . ' 

The fyhfewites came time, apojjgh, to hinder 
the ; whole .convoy f)*om being; confqmei} ;. they 
. iei&ed, upon 690,9 wa.ggon^.which^ tbpy laved. 
The Czar fent General Flug to. fall upon tjiem 
.ng4!atbe; fifth time,-;- and the; .General; offered 
thein, an honourable capitulation* Jrf-ysnpaify re- 
fuied.it, and the;£fth battle was, as bloody as any 
of the former, -Of the 9000 loldiei-s Jie had left, 
. lie Jpft onclialfj, an<l$h c . other remained unbroken. 
At 1»£ night coming on, Ltvenhqufa after having 
fMftained five battles againlt 5p,opo. men', fwara 
over the Sojfa, followed by the 5000 men he had 
left alive, and the wounded were carried over on 
floats. The Czar loft above xo,ooo. Alofcovhes in 
theTe five engagements., and Levenhaup came to his 
matter's camp with the honour* of fraying made (b 
good a defence, but bringing with, him neither 
ammunition nor army. 

In this extremity the memorable -winter of 
„ 1709, which was (till more terrible in thefe 
frontiers of Europe y than it was in France, car- 
ried oft* part of nis army. Charles however ven- 
tured to make long marches with his troops 
curing the exceflive fe verity of the weathej . 
*T\vas in one of thefe marches that 2000 of his 
men were froze to death almoft before his eyes* 
G The 
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The hofcfemeri, had no baots, and the foot ww 
without moes 1 , imd almofl: Without clothes: The; 
%verd forced Vo make ftockingsof the skins of bcafe 
' in the belt manner they could: They often wan:- 
•ed bread*. 'T£fey were obliged ^to'throw the" be 
J>artt5ff their 'cannon intaqtiagmires and rivers, fc 
want of hqrfes, to- draw therii along. So that thj 
once. n^ufiftihg army was reduced to 2 ',000 roc 
ready tb pe'rlfli for hunger. They no longer it 
<:eived news' from Sweden, not* ivere ablfc to fax 
'fhirher; Irt this condition only one officer con- 
plained. *' How, fays the King, are j*>u uncafi 
*' that yoii are' ib far froinydur wife 1 if you ar 
* c a true folder I will carry yon tb that diftana 
" that you fhall lcarce hear from Sweden once ir 
" three years." 

A foldier ventured to prefent him, itt pjnefenc 
of the whole army, with a piece of bread, thi 
'was black and- mouldy, made* of* barley and oaf 
the only food they then had, nor had they enough 
of this. The King received the piece of breai 
without the lcaft emotion, eat it entirely up, aid 
then laid coldly to the foldier, It is not good, buj 
it may be eaten." 

In this (ituation he at laft received news frofrJ 
Stockholm) but it" was only to inform him of the 
death of his fitter the Duchefs of Holftein* whe 
was carried off by the fmall-pox in Decern^ 
1708, in the *7ttfi year of her age. 

He learnt alio that they had railed troops and 
money' gurfuant t;o his orders-: JBut nothing couW 
sreaeh his camp ; as there lay between him ami 
Stockholm ntar five hundred leagues, and an enemy 
fuperxor in number to encounter. 

The Czar advanced very foon into Ukvania » 
the midft of this feverc winter to oppole the King 
of Sweden. He continued there with the artful 

vie* 
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v lew of weakening the enemy by fmall engage- 
£T*ents, as the Swedijb army could not be recruited. 
The cold there mufl: have been exceffive indeed, • 
lince it obliged the two enemies to agree upon a 
iufpenfion ol arras. But upon the firft of February 
they- began to engage again in the midft of ice and 
Ihovis. 

After feveral* fmall skirraifhes, and feme dis- 
advantages, the King's army was reduced in sfpril 
to i8ooo&wfrri AMzeppa alone> the Prince of the 
Cofaqms^ fuppliod tliei* with the ijeceflaries of 
life. The Cstar in this conjuncture offered con- 
ditions to Mazjippa* to draw him. again into his 
fenrice. But the C*jf«f#e continued fafcjiful to his 
new ally. ..,;• _ . 

Charles wWvhU.jSooo.jS^^, and as- many O- 
fatjuis, towards the end of May went to lay fiege to 
PvJttwtMf upon, the river, VwsUt, on the borders 
of Ubtsnia eaftwarjdf, 4 about thirteen long leagues 
fioip tteJktiftfam>Mhtrc,ifa Caar had erected 
a magazine. If the &ing took it^it would open 
him tho> road to Mpfi&th and in the abundance he 
JHould the© £©&&,, .h* could at lead wa.it for the 
coming up at ths Clours he ftiU expected from 
SwBiknj. /ictywrfi Potnerantay and Poland - His 
fole refuge being then in the cpnquett of Pultwva 
he carried on the fiege with vigour. Atazeppa, 
who had a correfppadence in the town, allured 
him he would foon be mailer of it ; and hope 
began to revive in his army. 

The King continued the fiege and carried the 
advanced works and even gave two aflaults to the 
body of the place. One Day the King, hav- 
ing rode into the river to take a nearer view of 
fome of the works, received a fhot from a car- 
bine, which pie*ced through his boot, and Shat- 
tered the boae of his heel. He continued calmly 
G % to 
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to give orders, and remained near fix hours on 
horfeback afterwards. One of his domefticks at 
laft perceiving that the fole of his boot was 
bloody, made hafte to call the furgeons ; ! and the 
King's pain then began to be fo ftiarp, that they 
were forced to take him off his horfe, and carry 
him into his tent. The furgeons, when they had 
examined the wound, were of opinion that the 
leg muft be cut off: But one of the- furgeons 
named Newman^ who was better skilled than the 
reft, was pofitivethat by 'making deep incifions he 
could fave tbe King's leg. "-FM to work then 
H prefently, feys 1 the King, 'Cut "boldly, fear *no- 
*V thing." He held the leg himfelf with both his 
hands, looking upon the incifions that were made* 
a? though the operation had been performed upon 
another pcrfbn. 

As they \iere laymg oh the.dreffingv he gave 
orders for an affault the riexf morning ; but the or- 
ders were fcarce given, before word was brought 
him, that the Grar appeared with' an army of 
above 70,060 men: Charles- incapafelo<of acting, 
faw himlelf inclofed between the Borifltenes, and 
the river which runs to Pt/Itowa, in a defertcoun- 
'try, without any places of fecurity, or ammu- 
nition, and oppoied to ah arroVv which prevented 
him either from retreating or being ltipplicdwith 
provisions. In this extremity, on the ph of Ju- 
ly r.t night he lent for Marefchil Reftcbildint* his 
tent, and ordered him to prepare 4 to attack the 
Czar the next morning. RtnchiU went out with 
a rcfolution to obey him. At the door of the* 
King's tent he met Count Pipe*) who asked him, 
if any thing new had happened : No, fays the 
General coldly, and pafled on to give his or- 
ders. As foon as Piper was entered into the tent, 
" Has Rtnchild laid any thing toyoai'* (ays the 

King; 
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FCfng to him. Nothing, anfwers Piper. u WeH 
cheh, replies the King, I tell you that to mor- 
row we fhall give battle." Count Piper onl/ 
cxpreffed his aftonifhment by his filence> and left 
the King to fleep till break of day. 

At day-break the Swedes appeared out of their 
trenches with four iron cannons for their whole 
artillery ; the reft were left in the camp with 
about 3000 men; and 4000 remained with the 
baggage. So that the Swcdrjb army, which' 
marched againft the enemy, confifted of about 
25,000 men, whereof there were not above 12000 
regular troops. 

The Sur-edifo Generals, moft of whom had feen 
the battle of Narva, put the officers in mind of 
that day. 

The King conducted the march, carried in 
a litter at the head of his foot. A party of horie 
advanced by his order to attack that ot the ene- 
my. The battle began with this engagement ac 
half an hour after four in the morning. The ene- 
mies horfe lay weft ward on the right of the Jllofco* 
~Jfe camp : PrmCcAfemJccfaxiA Count GaUowin had 
placed them at a diftance between redoubts for- 
tified with cannon. General SUpenbak fell upon 
them. The Mofcovite fquadrons were broken and 
routed. The Czar himfelf rah to rally them, 
and his hat was {hot through with a musket ball ; 
Menzjcof had. three hories Silled under him ; and 
the Swedes crtedr out vidtory. 

, Charles had difpatched General C tents about 
midnight with 5000 horfe, who were to take the 
enemy in flank, whilft he attacked them in front; 
bwt Crettts went out of the way, and did not ap~ 
pear. The Czar had time to rally his horic. 
tic fell upon the King's cavalry in his turn, 
which. &©t being fupported by Crwts's detach- 
63 ' ment, 
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They told him he was. taken with all the officer 
of the Chancery : and General Remhld* and the 
Duke of tVirtemberg ? added the Kins;. They arc 
prifoners too, fays Pow/itcsky. " Prifoners to M{- 
covites f replies Charles fhru£ging up his fhoulders, 
Come on then let us go to the Turks rather." 

Whilft he ivas getting off, the Mofiovius feiz- 
ed upon his artillery in the camp, before Paltocv^ 
his baggage, and the money he had railed for car- 
rying on the war, where they found fix millions 
in fpecie, the fpoih of Poland and Saxcny. Near 
9000 Swede* were killed in the battle, about 6000 
were taken, 3 cr 4000 ran away, and were never 
heard of fince. There frill remained near iScoo 
men ; comprehending the Gfaques, with the Sweat, 
and Poles 1 who fled towards the Borijthenes under 
the direction of General Lcvenhaup, He marched 
one way with thefe fugitive troops, nvhilft tlis 
King took another road with fome of his horfcj 
The coach, in which lie rode, # broke down in 
his march, and they fet him again on horfebackJ 
And to finifh his misfortune, he wandered all nigh; 
in ^ wood; and the pain of his wound becoming 
more infupportable by fatigue, and his horfe fall- 
ing under him thro'* excefiiVe wcarrhefs, he relied 
himfclf for, fome hours at the foot of a tree, in dan- 
ger of being furprized every moment. , 

At laft, on the 9th of July at night, he found 
himfelf ujjon the banks of the Bori(lhems> and I 
Aevenhaup juit arrived with the remains of his ar-| 
my. The Swedes faw their King again, whajJ 
they judged to have been, dead, with a joy mixefl 
with forrow. The enemy drew nigh, and thq 
had no bridge to pafs the river, nor time tomato 
onc>TjW powder to defend themfelves againft tli 
enemy >.who came up*n them, nor provifions ft 

hind« 
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this laft action the whole army was routed by a 
fingle line of 1 0,000 of the JJofcovite foot. 

The King, carried upon pikes bv four grena- 
diers, covered with blood, and all over bruited 
with his fall, and icarce able to fpeak, cried out r 
Swedes* Swedes. , Anger and Grief renewing^ his 
ftrength, he tried to rally fome of his regiments ; 
but the JJofcovites clolely pnrfued them with their 
fwords, bayon*:s, and pikes. The Prince of" 
IFirtembergy General Renchild^ PJamilton % and Stw- 
hlberg were, already taken prisoners, the camp 
before Pultoiva forced, all in a confufion which 
did not admit of anv remedy, and Count Piper- 
ukh all the officers of the chancery were made 
prifoners by the garrifon. 

The King would not fly, and could not defend- 
lumfelf. General Poniatosfy chanced to be by 
lum that inftant. He made a fign to a young' 
Su-erfe, named Frederick) the King's firft valet de* 
chambre, and as intrepid as his matter ; they take 
rhe King under their arms, and mount him on 1 
horfeback, notwirhftanding the exceflive pains of 
his wound. Frederick mounted another h or fe- 
nding near his matter, and iupporting him from 1 
time to. time. 

Poniatosky y though he had no command in the 
army,, being made a General on this occafion by/ 
necelfity, drew up 5000 horfe near the King's 
perfori. This body, reanimated by the misfortune 
of their Prince, made their way through more 
than ten "regiments of Mfcovitesy and conducted' 
Charles through the midtt of rhe enemy the ipace 
of a league to the baggage of the Sewed?]!* army. 

They found among ft the baggage Count Pipers 
coach. They put him into it, and made towards 
the Bcriftbenes with all poffible fpeed. The Kinp 
then asked what was become of Count Piper? 

They 
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The Prince fent a trumpet to the Swedijh Gene- 
ral to offer him a capitulatfom Four genera) 
officers' were prefbntly fent by Lcvtnbattp to re- 
ceive the law of the conqueror ; the capitulation 
was fettled, and the whole army were made pri- 
ibners of war. They all filed off in presence of 
the Prince, laying their arms at his feet, as 30,000 
Ahfrmtes had done nine years before at the King] 
of Sweden** at Narva. • But whereas the King 
then feii t backfall the Mfcovite prifoners* whom 
he was hot afraid of, the Czar retained all the 
Swedes that were taken at Pultowa> and fent trd 
of them into Siberia. 

Count Tiper was a- long time imprHbned at fV 
tersburgy and died fame years after at Mofcm. 

The Emperor received, upon the field of : battle 
the prilbncri they brought him, in troops^ and 
asked every, moment* Where then i$ my brother 
Charles Y' . -' . ■ ' 

He' invited the Swedflb ©ene^ajs t0 <ft» ,/ w!* 
him.' AtpotikR other queftiotu, \\t asked Genera! 
Refichild,: Wnat number the troops of the King 
his Rafter might amount to before" the battle! 
Renchild anfwered, That the King only kept the 
lift of. tflem/ which he never communicated to any 
body ; but he jhought the whole might be abort 
3Jjpoo v men, whereof 18,000 were Sepedfcr, and 
the rc&Cofaques. The Czar feemed furprized, 
and asked how they durft venture to peqetrate into 
fo diftaht a country, ahd lay fiege to Puko®* 
with luch. a handful of men ? We were not 
always conFulted, anfwers the Swedrjb Gene- 
ral, but, as faithful fervanh, we obeyed eur 
Matter's orders, without ever contradi&ing 
them. T ne Czar, upon this, turned towards 
certain courtiers, who had' formerly been fuf- 
pecied of engaging in a confpiracv againft himi 

« Ah! 
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* Ah! <ay5 he, lee how a- Sovereign (h\ 
3e obeyed." And then taking aglais of w 
4 To the healthy lays lie, of my .matters in 
•< art of war." tLtncbild asked, "Who thofe v 
whom he honoured wittfo J\igh a title X V 1 T 
•«■ Gentlemen,, the Sw*4$> Genefak*" replies 
^zar.,./* yo^iVrAfejcity then, fays* RwchiL 
V very .ungratefol^to treat your matters fo 
4 verely." When dinner was over, the ( 
>rdered their fwords to ,be reftoredj to all the 
ieral officers,, and .conduced himfelf* to; ther 
i Prince who ha4 a mkuct to givoHisiiihjects 
bns,0f generpficyajr^d civility. \ .,- , . 

Thus, the Syxdip army, which, left Saxoz 
:riumpbant, was now no more. 'One rial 
:hem pcrilhed by. want, and the. other half > 
made flaves or maflacred. Charles XII. had 
n one day the fruit of nine years pains, and 
mo it a hundred battles. He fled in a wretc 
-ahjh, having Major general fyoord by his 
dangeroufly wounde4. The reft of his tr 
followed, ibroe on foot, others on horfeback, 
brae in waggons, acrofs a defert, where 
bund neither huts, tents, men, animals, nor ro 
-very thing was wanting there, even to wate 
elf. 'Twas then the beginning of July ', the 
and of the defert rendered the heat of the 
nore insupportable ; the horfes fell by the i 
md the men were ready to die with th 
"ount Poniatosky, who was a little better mo 
id than the reft, advanced before them into 
)lain, and having fpied a willow, he judged tl 
nuft be water nigh, and he fought about, 1 1 
bund the ipring. This happy difcovery faveci 
ives of the King of Sweden's little troop. I 
i vc days march he found himfeif upon the b 
>f the river Hippanisy now called the Eogh. 

Be< 
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Beyond the* Begb 9 towards the fbuth, lies tb 
little town of Ozakow\ *a frontier of the Tiri; 
'Empire . ' The in habitants feeing a troop of foldit: 
coming towards them, whofe <irefs and langua: 
they were firangers to, rcftrfed to carry themovt 
to Ozakoy? without an order from Makamet B. 
Jba the Governor of the town. The King le 
an cxprefs to the Governor to ask a jpaffage ; b 
the yUrk nor knowing what to do in a ■ count: 
where a falfe ftep very often cdfts a man his % 
durft take, nothing upon liimfelfvitheut riavir 
fir(t the perrfriflion of the Bafha of the provica 
• ,who refides, at, i?w<fcr in Beffkrabra, thirty kag 1 :; 
from Ozakcv?. 1 The perm iffion came with ore: 
to pay thVKing all the honours due to a ft; 
inarch allied id ttic /We, and to furnifh him vi 
nil neceflary provifions. During. thefe delays, th 
A^/ci/fp/jnavihg'paflTed the Bor'rflJxms purfcj 
the King With all pcfliWe Tpeed, and*' if they hi 
come an hour fooner, they muft havd taken hi*! 
He had fcarce pafled the Bath in the Tar) 
boats, before his enemies' appeared to ; the numb* 
of almoll 6900 horfe. And his Majefty had ti 
fnisfortnne of feeing 500 of his little troop, who h* 
not been : able to get over time enough, fcized ^| 
the A ofiovitts on the other fide the river. The # 
ft a of Ozakow asked his' pardon for the dela v 
which had occafioned the taking thofe 500 ml 
prifoncrs, and befought him hot to complain ot- 
to the Grand Signior. Cbarhs promifed him & 
would not, but gave him at the fame time a (ever 
reprimand. 

The Commander of Bender^ who was borh& 
rafquier and Baiha of the province, ient preftn: 
an Aga to compliment the King, and ofter hin< J 
magnificent tent, with provifions, baggage, wa- 
gons, and all the conveniencies, officers, and » 
tendants requifire to conduct him handfomcly» 
Bentkr. 
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Charles r eftdes near Bender. His intriguer at 
the Porte. Auguftus rejhred. &he King of Den- 
mark makes a defient upon Sweden. The affair 
o/Pruth. 

THE King had no fooner fet foot upon the 
Sultan's territories ztOzakow, than he wrote 
him a Fetter to inform him of ^his lare misfortune 
and prcfent diftrefs ; to entreat* his afliftance to en* 
able nim to return to Poland, and to furntfh'.hifll^ 
with an army to humble the Cfcar ; and for that 
end propofed an 'alliance between the Port* and 
him. ^ ' " ^ -•.... 

TJie Sultan did not anfwer him tiH fix months 
after, and' then refufed to be explicit upon the 
alliance propofed again ft the Czar, but ordered 
the BaflMof Bender to advance him 500 dollars a 
day for his fupport. 

From the nrft moment of King Charles's re- 
pairing to the *ftirkijh territories, he had laid the 
defign of turning the Ottoman arms upon his ene- 
mies : He already fancied he law himfelf at the 
head of the Turk/Jb forces, reducing Poland again 
under the.Aroke, and fubduing Mofcovy. M. de 
Neugbaver fee 01.1t from Oaakow for Confiantinofki 
with the character of the King's Envoy Extraordi- 
nary. 'Count Poniatosky attended the Swedijh Em- 
batty, but in a private capacity, in order to found 
the difpbfitions of the Conftantinopolitan Miniftry, 
without being tied up to the utoal forms. He ' 
knew bow to gain in a ihort time the favour of 
the Grand Vifir, who loaded him with pre- 
sents ; and had the art to convey a letter of the 
King <*f Sweden h to the Sultana Valid** mother 
V H t# 
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to the Emperor then upon the throne. He 

entered into a clofe friendship with one £r«a 

Frenchman, who had been Chancellor to the -FrmrJ 

Epbaffy. This man was : perpetually piking of 

the King of Sundtns exploits*© the chief ot the 

S^rana's eunuchs, whq^charroedhis rpiArcfs with 

repeating them. The Sultana took the King! 

* part openly in the Seraglio ; (he called him by nc 

other name than tha^ of her Lion: An4 whe^ wii 

you, faid fhe fometknesto the Sultan her foa* help 

my Lion, to devour this Gzai?? She even.jwrote 

lesre?al letters with, her own hand to. Cqunt Pr 

*i0fotkjy. 

At length the King : o( Swede* s party was be- 
come fo. powerful at CdnfiaMijtppJe^ by Poniatoj 
ky % s management, that the fa&ion of the A/*/ 
covitt N Env^y ;thought : their only t reftge r was te 
poj/bn him ; but the poifoawas found intone of his 
own Servant's hands, in; a Jittje phial, which they 
carried to the Qrand Signior. The poiioner was | 
tried in full Divan, and condemned to the. gal- 1 
ley$i for the 9V*(/& law never puniftesjuici 
crimes capitally, as were intended only, .but not 
executed. 

The, Grand Vifir appeared as eager a* the 
Sultana Vahtk to ferve the King of Sweden ««> He 
to!4 Peniatfjky 9 giving ^ him at the lame, time s 
pujrie of ioqo ducats, I will take your King ia 
one baqd, and a fword. in the other, an<J -carry 
him. to Mfcey?) at the head of 200,000*. nea> 
This Vifir, by name Cbwrbuh ^li~Bafc* r > was a 
very able rohufter* expert in the art; of war, and 1 
a better politician than fuch perfons ufuajly are. 
The.. King was honourably conducW Jto Be»+\\ 
der-: When he arrived' there, ha hafl i#oo»meiii 
with him, who were- all fed and, topped*- botfei 
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tfiey and their hories, at the expence of the 
Grand Signior. 

The King chofe to encamp near Bender rather 
than ledge in the town . The Scraiquier ^jfcf Bk- 
Jba cauied a magnificent tent to be pitched for hhn> 
and tents alfo were provided for all the Lords of 
his retinue . One morning going into the houie bf 
his Chancellor Multem, who was afleep, he forbad 
them to 3wake him, and waited in the aiiti-fchaih- 
ber, where there 'was a large fire in the dhimney, 
and tiear it feveral pair of fhdes that Mulkrn had 
lent for from Germany for his own ufc. The 
King threw th£m all into the fire, and then 
vent away. When the Chancellor upon wakidg 
perceived the fmell of the burnt leather, and had 
enquired into the reafbn of it, " What a ftranje 
« King is this, fays be$ that his Chancellor muft 
il be always booted f 

Thus was Charles XII. employed at Bender* 
where he waited till an army of <turks fhould come 
to his affiftance. To difpofe the Ottoman Porte to 
this" war, ha detached about 800 Poles and Cofaqnes 
of his retinue, with orders to pais the Neifler> that 
runs by Bendery and, to go and dbferve whatpafled 
upon trie frontiers of Poland. 

The Mfc&vite troops difperfed in thole quarters 
: fell immediately upon this little company, and 
purfued them even to the territories of the Grand 
oignior. This was what the King of Sweden ex- 
pected. His miniiterrand emiffaries at the Pdite 
made a great clamour againft this irruption, and 
'excited the tfW&r to vengeance : But the Czar's 
ttoney removed all difficulties. Toffipy his Envoy 
at Confiantinople gaye the Grand Vifir and Bis 
creatures part of the fix millions 'that had befeji 
found at Piiitowa in the King of Sweden's rtilHta- 
ry cheft. Afrcr fuch a defence the Divan fottnd 
H a the 
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the Cxar Not guilt%. And fo far were tbey free 
talking of making war againft him, that they 
granted fuch honours and privileges to his Envoi 
as the Mfiovite Minifters had never before en- 
joyed at Gwftantiwflel . He was fuffered to havs 

* a palace in the quarters of the Franks y and a 
convrrfe witfy the foreign Minifters. 

King barhs thus abandoned by the Grand V 
fir, found himfelf deluded, fcorned by the P<m 
and in a manner a prifoner among the Tartar 
yet did not fhew the leaft dejection of Ipirit. Ht 
imagined the Sultan was ignorant of the intrigue 
of Qbourhmly Alt his Grand Viiir, and rcfolvd 
to make him acquainted with them, and Ponit- 
tosky undertook this bold commiflion. The Graai 
Signior went every Friday to the Mofque encofr- 
jraflcd with his guards; when any one bad ape 
tition to prefent to him,' the way was to mix km 
felf among them, and hold the petition up in tin 
air. Sometimes the Sultan vouchfafed to take ii 
himfelf ; but more frequently he ordered an Ap 
to take care of it, and upon his return from tte 
mofque, caufed the petitions to be laid before hk 
He drew up a reprelentation againft the Grace 
Vifir fufficient to ruin him. M. de FerioUe, tbfi 

. French Ambaflador, got it tranflated into Turfyl 
A Greek was hired to prefent it, who mingling 
himfelf among the Grand Signior's guards, helc 
up the paper fo high, and made luch a noile, that 
the Sultan perceived it, and took the memoir 
himfelf. 

. Some days after the Sultan in anfwer to the 
King of Sweden's complaints, fent him twenty 

' five Arabian hories, one of which that had carried 
his Highnefs, w as covered with a faddle and houfing 
enriched with precious ftones, and the ftirrups were 

t of maffy gold. With this prefent he fent an ob- 
liging 
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liging letter, but conceived in general terms, and 
fuch as ,°;ave reafon toiufped that the Minifter had 
done nothing without the Sultan * content. Cbour- 
louly aifo, who knew how to diffemble* fentfive ve- 
ry curious horfes to the King. But his Majcliy, 
with a hafcghty air, told the perfon that brooghc 
them ; " Go back to your Matter, and tell him, 
" that I don't receive prefents from tniiie ene* 
" mies." 

M. Poniatosky haviag-already had the courage to 
get a petition preiented againft the Grand ViiTr, 
then formed the bold defign of deporting him. 
He knew the Viftr was no favourite of the Sul- 
tan's mother, and was the averfion both of Kiflar 
dga 9 the chief of the black eurfuchs, and of the 
Aga of thejanifaries; he encouraged all threeto 
fpeak againft him. But Poniatosky had never fu ex- 
ceeded, and the bare attempt had coft him his life, 
had not a ftronger power than all thole in his in* 
terefts given the faft blow to the Grand Vifir 
Gbrurloulys fortune. 

The Sultan had a young Favourite, who 
has fince govern *d the Ottoman, Empire. His 
name was Ccumourgi Jli-Bajba, but was at no 
ttnae a friend to King Charles* Qr any other 
Ghrifiiah Prince, nor any of their Minifters: 
but on this oceafioh, be ierved the King -with- 
out defining it. He joined with the Sukana Fa- 
tuk $ ana the fcreat officers of the Porte, to con- 
trive C^/**^5 ruin, whom they all hated, and 
fey their Intrigues he was deprived of his dig- 
TUty and his wealth The bull, that is to fay, 
th* feal df the empire, was given to Human Con- 
fmfiyi gifcadfon' to .the great Coufnngh% who 
«*jf CaM*.' This eew Vifir *as a. man of in- 
flexible vktjWk.airi a ftr^pul^ obforter of the 
kjr; and he often oppofed Juftice to the Sultan's 
*iU. He would not hear of a war againft Mof- 

H 3. «*y, j 
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Mty, which he looked upon as uniuft and unnecef- 
&ry. But yet had a ftn& regard to the duty of 
holpitality with refped to the King of Sweden. 
He # fent his Majefty 890 purfes, every one of 
which amounted to 500 crowns, and advifed him 
to return peaceably into his' own dominions, 
through the Emperor oi Germany's territories, or 
elfe in fome French veifels, that were then lying 
at the port of Cwftantinople, and which M. de Fer~ J 
tiolle, the French Ambauador at the Perfe, offered ] 
Kr ^ Charles* totranfport him to Afarfeilles. The ^ 
King of Sweden* who in his profyerity had provo- j 
ked the Emperor of Germany, and difboliged Lewis \ 
XIV, thought it too great a mortification to owe 
his return to Frame, and that he fhould run too 

treat a rilque of his liberty in paflmg through the 
mperial territories. He rejected with an air of 
dhdain both thefe ways of returning to his king- 
dom, and fent the Vifir and M. de Ferrsole word, 
that he (hould depend upon the Grand Signior's 
promife, and hoped to re-enter Poland as a con- 
queror, with an army of Turks. In the mean time, 
all his enemies tookfrefh courage, and invaded hb 
kingdom. - 

Charles's power, and the grandeur of Sweden* were 
now drawing to their laft. period; Above ten 
crowned Heads had for fome time beheld, with 
fear -and envy, the Swedjfo government extending 
irfelf far beyond its natural bounds, to the other 
tfide of thzBaltick fea, from the Luna quite up to 
the EJb*: Charles's misfortune, and his abfence, 
awakened the interefts and jealosies of all thefe 
Princes, which had for along feaibn been laid 
afleep by treaties, and an inability to break them. 

The Czar, who was more powerful than all of 
them nut together, making immediately the beft 

ufc 
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ufc of his vi&ory, took Wihourg\ and all Cantia t 
over- ran Finland with his troops, fat down before 
Riga, and lent an army into Poland to z&StAuguf- 
tus in the recovery of his throne. 

There were about i 2 or 1 3,006 Swedes who de- 
fended Pomerania, and the other countries which 
Charles pofleffed in Germany. Here was to- have 
been the feat of war. But thisftorm alarmed the 
Emperor and his allies. For it is a Jaw of the Em- 
pire, that whoever invades one of the provinces- 
fliould be reputed an enemy to the whole German- 
ic body. 

But there was a ftill much greater difficulty in 
the Affair All thefc Princes, except the Ciar, 
were then in league againft Lewis XIV. whole 
power had for lbme time been as formidable tothe 
Empire as that of King Charles. 

In the mean time the Czar continued the block- 
ade of Riga, and the Generals made themfelves 
mailers of the reft of Livonia, and part of Finland). 
At the lame time the King of Denmark came with 
his entire fleet to make a deicent upon Sweden* 
where he landed 17,000 men, whom he left under 
the command of Count Rgventlau. 

Sweden was at that time governed by a Regen- 
cy, composed of feme Senators appointed by the 
King at his departure from Stockholm. The Sena* 
torial Body whkh looked upon the government 
as of right belonging to them, was jealous of the 
Regency, and the date fuffered by thefe divifi- 
ons. But upon the firft news they received at 
Stockholm, after the battle of Paltewa, viz. That 
the King was at Bender, in the hands of the <turks 
and Tartars, and that tile Danes had made a de- 
fcent upon Scbe*en r and taken the town of Efinv- 
borgy all jeabufies yamihed, and they thought 
of nothing but faving Sweden There were now 

very 
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vety-few regular forces left. For-fiotwithftand- 
ing tjbarks hajd always raadc his great expediti- 
ons at dee Jiead of frail armies, yet the uukh 
merable battles he had been engaged in for nine 
years together*, the oonftant necelity be was un- 
der of recruiting, his forces, and nwintainin? his 
garrifbns, and the ftanding army he was obliged 
«D keep always h> Finland, Ingrun- Livonia* Po~ 
imranuij Bt9**n and Vkrdtnt All this had coft 
Sqmdtih daring the courfe of the wast, above 
a$o*ooo foldiers, and there remained not fo many 
*$ 8000 men of the old troops, who, .with the new 
forces, were the only defence of S&eden. 

Sweden* by training up thepeafants to arms* be- 
came a femmary of foldkrs during the wars of | 
Cborks XII: The nation is born With a military 
genius, and the whole people infenfibly received 
the fame catf of mind as their King. 

General Stoadxxk, hy order of the Regency* 
pot hjmfelf at the head of 8006 old troops, and 
*a*ooo of the new ones, to go hi jrorftm of the 
Dams* who ravaged all the country about EJfing- 
ftwg, and had akeady put feme <liftant places m> 
der contribution. 

There was neither time nor oppor&toity to 
clothe the militia with military hglnCs. Molt of 
these boors came in their flaxen frocks, having 
pi&oh tied to their gtrtfks with Cords. sStekJbck 
ac the head of this extraordinary army, came up 
with the 2toft/» within &ree leaner of £$tm&*$> 
wo the 10th of M*nb 17101 He was minded 
to reft his troops fomedays> to krtrcftch himielf, 
and give theft new fottiej* time to he acquainted 
with the enemy: but all tbeptafants fsajled out to 
fight at the very moment of their arrival. 

fte**** took the advantage of this difpofitto* 

which* in a day of beak, u of as tt^fervh* 

/ . 'a* 
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as military difcipluie. The Danes were attacked, 
and one might have fee^n raw forces equal in the 
firft onfet the jtotrepidity of tta old regiments. 
TJwo .regiments of thefe undifciplined pealants cut 
the regiment of the King of Denmark s guards in 
pieces, arid left but ten men remaining. 

The Danes being entirely routed, made their 
retreat under the cannon of Bfmborg* The paf- 
fage from Sweden to Zetland is fb ihort, that the 
King of Denmark received the fame day, at Copen- 
bagex, the news of his army's defeat in Sweden* 
and fent his fleet to bring off the remains of his 
troops. 

King Charles received this comfortable r news in 
his camp at Bender* in July 1710, and in a little 
time after another accident confirmed him in his 
hopes, 

The Grand Vifir Cottproughy who oppofed his 
defigns, was turned out, after he hadoeentwo 
months in the Miniftry. 

After this the Grand Signior fent to Akffo for 
Baltagi Mahomet, Balha of Syria* who had been 
Grand Vifir before Cbourbuly. 

Baltagi Mahomet had no fooner received the 
feals ot the Empire, than he found* the King of 
Sweden s intereft prevailing in the Seraglio. The 
Sultana ^W/^p, Ait Goumonreixht Grand Signior's 
Favourite, the Ktflar Aga chief of the black Eu- 
nuchs, and the Aga of the Janiflaries, were for 
war againft the Czar. The Sultan was deter- 
mined upon it, and the very firft order he gave 
the Grand Vifir, was to go and fall upon the 
Mfcevites with 200,000 men. He told the Grand 
Signior, upon receiving from his hand a fabre Jet 
with precious ftones, " Your Highnefs knows that 
I've been brought up to ufe an ax and fell wood, 
and not to weijei a fword and command armies : 

I will 



<*1(i^l endeavour to fer*ejou irthe befttaaa 
~I/ani able ; but if Ifeilofluccds, remembertb 
;7 have- entreated you not to laj itto my chaie 
•'The Sultan affupcd hihr of his good- wiH, and! 
ri Vifir pi?epared to obey htm. ; 

The fiitt ftep of the Ottoman Porte upon t 
toccafion, was to iqvpriibu the Mcfcovite Ambai 

dor in the caftle of the feven towers, k i»i 
^cuftom of Aeir«rfe to btgm^rthletting theft 
•"nffterroftbtffe^intes agairol Wfibm theydcciJ 
«*ear: 
L ThePHan t>f J tWfc* &art»ry y labour %e:caIH 

Kami had orders to be in readinefs with 40,^ 

The;Caar, 'hi afl appearance, mxift haven 
' ijuffttti Bulrugi 'Mfihmtty irat *he t oorm n c h ^ 

Jed his enemy. Upon the news of thefW 
"-preparations, lie left Mofiow ; *atid 'having ;p 
^ordeTSTOttrwThe-fegeof £/£« into a Wocte 

be drew up his army to the number of 80,0 
'wen, upon the frontiers of Poland. W*ti 

^rmyifeTnarchedto MoTdavta vn& Walacha, fc 

merly the country of the 2)*^ bur now inhabic 
3 by '&•*& CkriJHans, tributaries to ike Gns 
'Senior. 

A (?«# namefd G*mmfo % made^Prince of M 

daoht by the*9VJb, joined the Cuuy whom 1 

already loolced upon as conqueror, and madei 
'ffcruple to betray the Sultan, of whdm he heldb 

principality, for the fake df a Chriftian Pritf 
^rom whom he ei^lredmudi'gr^ateradvaiita? 

' As loon as the grand Vifir received the r& 
*that P#*r Jfbxiowtz. was come thither, he i 
'mediately left the camp^t *Be1gtadt> "arid fbllot 
'htg the courfe Of die Dantibe, projpofcifl top 
<tharriveTon a bridge of boats' near Mcctat fo^ 

very -feme place where Dathto formerly built 



lge that bore his name. a # The Twkijb army 
-ched with fo much expedition! that they fbon. : 
ic in fight of the Mafcmtv* the river Pri^i^ , 
ng between them. 

The Cmt> fure of the Prince of Mold#uxa r ^ 
le thought the fubjefts would, fail him. But', 

Moldavians, are often inl a different iotereft;! 
m that of theirmafter. They liked'the TMrkijk^ 
'eminent* which is never fatal to any but the. 
indees, t and affe&s a lenkvjto- people who are:,, 
tributaries. They feared w.Ch«ftians f ;efp^-,»^ 
Ily the Mfiovitesf who had. upon *U occamaw^ 
d them barbaroufly . They Jirougbt, all thejr}.,. , 
tvidons to thcOttamau anny* \ >. 

The Czar, thus fruftrated of his hopes, . found J 
army on,« fuddsn deJHtme^f.pisviuons,, and " 
thout forage* In the meaa time the STjdb,;.. 
Ted the nver that feparated them, from tbi p> 
*my . Atlp the Tartars f according.,*©: cuftom,^ 
am over it, 'holding jby the- tails of their horfes^ : f 
tie Spahis, which are the tfitrkifb horfe, did the".,, 
ne, becauie* the. bridges were, not ready time 
ough. .»'*.! / 

At length the whole army being got overt rhe, \ 
fir pitched a .camp, aud fortified it with trench-.^ 

Thenar, found himfelf. without provifionsV,,' 
ththe river Pritfib behind him, and near 150,000^".' 
rks before him, and about 4p*oqa tfarHrs conti- 
ally harraffing him on the right-hand and the . , 
t. Reduced to this, extremity, he faidpublick-. 
" I am. at leaft in as bad a cafe as .my brother 
Qhatks was at Pultowa." 

The indefatigable Count Poniftojky^ agent, to. ' 
• King of Sqv<tfen> was in the Grand Yifif s army. . : 
th feme Poles and S&edu, who all f thought tjic 
.ar*s ruin inevitable 

A* 
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As foon as Pokdtojky few that the arinits rri 
infallibly engage; He fent an exprels to the Kk. 
of Sweden, who let out that moment from Benk' 
followed by forty Officers, and enjoying by and- 
citation the pleasure; of fighting the Emperor a 
Mofc&vy. After many a lois, and feverai deftroc- 
tive marches, , the Czar was driven back upon tbj 
Prutby and had no cover left but fbmcr cbevaux, 
frift, and fome waggons. ^A party of die Janiil 
ries and Spahis feu immediately upon his armyi 
that defencelefs condition, but they did it in a r. 
moltuousand diforilerfy manner • and were recen 
cd by the Mofcovites with a refblwion, which n:> 
thing but defpair and the prefence of rhetr Prina 
coula inlpire. ., "\ 4 «* 

The. Turks were" twice ranflttd. But 'the fa 
following M. Pom'ato/ky adyifed the Grand Vihr: 
ftarveout the Afoftoiite armjr, who, being deftittf 
of'all provifion,, would, in a day's time, be ob 
liged, together with their Emperor, to furrendc 
at difcretion. * t \' 

ftBont the beginning of the night the Czar cal 
ledGeneral'Qvremeto/'io him, and gave him a pe- 
remptory order to get every thing ready by break 
of day, to charge the <furks with bayonets at the 
muzzle of their muskets, and to burn all the Bag- 

gage- \ ''" 

Having fettled every thing with the General in 
order td the battle, fie retired into his tent fullof 
grief, and feized with convulsions, a diftemper he 
was often troubled with, and which came upon him 
with double violence when he was under an)' 
great uneafinefs. He forbad all perfons to enter to 
tent in the night upon any pretence whatibev^ 
not caring to have any remonftrancesrnadetohin 
againft a defperate but neceffary refolution. 
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In the raean time the greateft part of his bag- 
gage was burnt according to his order, and all 
the army followed the example, tho* with much 
regret. The General Officers had already given 
orders for the march, and endeavoured to in- 
fpire the army with a courage which themfelves" 
wanted: but the ibldiers, quite exhaufted with 
fatigue and hunger, marched without fpirit and 
without hope ; every one expected de3th or 
ilavery to be their portion the next morning. • 

There was at that time in the Mofcovite camp 
a woman as extraordinary perhaps as the Czar 
himfelf. She was then known only by the name 
of Catharine. Her mother was a poor country- 
woman, named Erb-AJagden y of the village of 
Ringen in Eftonia, a province where the people 
hold by villenage, and which was at that time 
under the dominion of Sweden. She never knew 
her father, but was baptized by the name of 
Martha^ and regiftered among the baftard-chil- 
dren. 

At the age of eighteen fhe married a Swe- 
ll jjb dragoon in 1702. The day after her mar- 
riage, a party of the Swsdrjb troops were beat' 
by the Mofcovites, and the dragoon who was in 
the action never appeared afterwards, nor could 
fhe learn whether he was taken prifbner, nor 
ever after get any account of him. 

Some days after fhe Was taken prifbner her r 
felf and became a fervant to General Czereme- 
tuf, who gave her to Menzicof. 

The Czar was at fupper with Prince Menzi- 
cof when he firft faw her and felt in love with 
her. In 1707 he married her privately, not- 
that fhe uled any artifice to delude him,, but 
becaufe he found in her an aftonifhing capacity, 
and a greatuefs of foul capable of forwarding 
I his 
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his defigns, and even of cQntinqing them after 
Jbim. 

\ Upon her marriage with the Czar, fhe re- 
pounced the Lutheran Religion, in w hich fhe was 
.born, for that of jUcfcovy y and was baptized ac- 
cording to the rites of the Ru$an Church, in- 
stead oY Martha aiTuming th$ name of Catha- 
rine, hy which fhe has been known ever fincc 
This woman, being in the camp at Pruth, held 
a private council with the General Officers, 
arid Sbaffirof the Vice Chancellor, while the 
Czar was in his tent, 

-They, agreed that it was neceflary to fue for 
peace to the <Turks 9 and that the Czar muft be 
, perfuaded into the propofel. The Vice Chan- 
cellor wrote a letter to the Grand Vifir, in the 
name of his Mafter,, whicb the Czarina, not- 
withftanding the Emperor's, prohibition, carried 
into the tent to him; and having prevailed upoo 
him to fign it, fhe took all her mon.y and jew- 
els, and every thing of value that fhe had 
about her, together with what fhe could bor- 
row of. the General Officers, which in all 
amounted to a considerable prefent, and fent ir 
with the Czar's letter, to Qfman Jea, Lieute- 
nant to the Grand Vifir. Mahomet BaltagivxSvitx- 
ed haughtily with the air of a Vifir and a Con- 
queror, " Let the Czar fend me his firft Minif- 
" ter, and I will fee what is to be .done " The 
Vice-Chancel lor Shajfirofcttnc immediately with 
a prefent in his harid, which lie offered punlick- 
ly to the Grand Vifir. It was confideraWe 
enough to let him fee they flood in need of 
him, but too little for a bribe. 

The Grand Vifir's firft demand was, that the 
Czar, with all his army, fhould fur-render at dif- 

cretion. 
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cretion. The Vice- Chancellor made anfwer, that 
his Mafter defigned to give him battle within a 
quarter of -an hour, and that the JUofcvoites would 
all be cut in pieces, rather than fubniit to fuch 
difhonourabk conditions. Ofinarj Seconded Saf- 
pof wirhfrefh remonftranccs. 

Mahomet Baha'gi was no foldfer. He knew 
the Jani&ries had been repulfed the day before* 
and was eafily persuaded by Ofman not to pare 
with certain advantages for the hazard of a bat- 
tle. He immediately granted a fufpenfion of 
arms for fix hours, and in that time the terms 
of the treaty were agreed upon and fettled. 

hx the mean time the Kam of Tartary oppofed 
the concluffcn of a treaty, which took from him 
all hopes of pillage. P oniatosky fzconded him with 
very urgent and prefling reaibns. But Ofman 
carried his point nocwithffcinding the Impatience 
of the tfartari and the infinuations of t Poma- ' 
totky. 

At length the treaty was going ro bc r figned 
without fo much as mentioning theftingof otoe- 
den : And all that Poniaiosky could obtain from the 
Vifir, was to irifert-aii article, by which the 
Mofcoviu fhould prprUjife not toob&ruct or in- 
commode the reMrri of Charles XII. and that a 
peace fhould be 'concluded between the Czar and 
the' King of Stoederfy if they were fo dityofed, 
and could agree upon thr terms of it. 

On thefe conditions the Czar had liberty to re- 
treat with his army, cannon, artillery, colours 
and baggage. T^he *turks furnifhed him with 
provifions, and there was plenty of every thing 
in his camp within two hours after the figning 
of the treaty, v, Inch was begun, concluded and 
iigned the 2Ut of >/v 1711. 

li ; Juft 
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Juft as the Czar was drawing off with drums 
beating, and enfjgns delayed, came the King 
of Sweden f impatient of fighting, and eager to fee 
his enemy in his hands. He had rid poft above 
fifty leagues, from Sender to Jazy y and light- 
ing at Count Poniatosky*s tent, the Count came 
up to him with, a Ibrrbwful countenance, and 
acquainted' him, by what means he had loft m 
opportunity, which perhaps he would never re- 
cover. 

The King enraged went diredrly to the Grand 
Vifir, and with an air of indignation.upbraided 
him with the treaty he had concluded. " I have 
authority,. Fays the Grand Vifir, with' a calm 
afpedt, to wage war, and tp make peace." But, 
replies the King, have not you the whole Jdef- 
covite army in your power ? " Our law, fa/s 
the Vifir with great gravity, commands us to 
grant our enemies peace, when they implore our 
mercy." " Ah ! replies the King in a violent 
emotion, does it order you to clap up a bad 
treaty, when you are in a capacity to make 
what terms you pleafe ] Was it not in your 
power to carry the Czar prifoner to Gnftan- 
tinopleV* 

The <turk finding himfelf (o briskly attack- 
ed, anfwered^ very coldly, and who fliall go- 
vern his Empire in his abfence 1 ^ It is not fit 
that all Kings fhould be out of their kingdoms. 
Charles replied with a fmile'full of indignation, 
and then threw himfelf down upon aSopha, and 
looking upon the Vifir .with aa air of refent- 
xnent and contempt, he ftretched out his leg to- 
wards him, and entangling his ijpur in his robe, 
which he did by defign, tore it; then rofe up 
immediately, mounted his horfe, and returned 
to Bender full of defpair. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

irte Kam of Tartary and the Bajhaef Bender en- 
deavottr to farce Charles to be $one. He defends 
him/elf with forty domefiics again ft the whole 
Army. He is taken. ' ^ 

THE King at Ms return, found his little • 
camp at Bender, and all his apartment un* 
der water, caufed by an inundation of the Netf* 
ter. He retired to feme miles diftance, near a 
Village called Farnitta ; .and as if he had hud. 
fome fecjet prefage of the event that he was after- . 
wards to experience, lie built a large houfe of 
ftone there, capable, upon occafion, of fuftain- 
ing an affauk for fbme hours. 

Befides this, he built two more, one for his 
Chancery, and the other for his favourite Gro- 
thufeny. who kept a table at his expence. While 
the King was thus employed in building at Ben- 
4sr> as it he had defignca to continue always in 
lurky, Baltagi Mahomet \ being more appreheiv 
five than ever of the intrigues and complaints 
of this Prince at the Porte, had /ent the Empe- 
ror of Germany** Refident to Vienna^ to procure 
a paflage for the King of Sweden through the 
hereditary territories of the houfe of dttfifia. 
This Envoy came back in three weeks time, 
with a prom;fe from the Imperial Regency* . 
that they would~ nay Charles XIL all due ho> 
tours, and condudx him iafely inco Pomerania. 

While, the German Envoy was executing this 
eoftmiffion at V'mnth the Grand Vifir fern three 
Baihas to the King of Sweden, to acquaint him 
that he rauft be gone out of the tcrrkories<cf 
ib&Zurkifh Empire,- 

' J " £j The: 
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The Kins; fent them word, that if theyva 
tnrcd to mate any propofal contrary to his ho 
nour, or to fail in their refpe&s towards hin 
he would hang them all three up the fame hoa 
The Bafta of Vhejfahnha, who delivered i 
naeflage, difguifcd the roughnefs of his ca 
miffion under the moft refpe&fal terms. Chat 
difmifled the audience without vouch fa fing ol 
word of anlwer ; but his Chancellor Mullm 
who ftaki with the three Baihas, iignified bis 
Matter's refufal to them in a few words. 

The Grand Vifir ordered Ifmael Befit, tH 
new Serafquier of Bender, to threaten tne Kinj 
•v* ith the §ultan*s refentment, if he did not iir-l 
mediately come to a reiblutibn. The Scra>l 
quier was a perfon of a fweet and winning tcn> 
per, which had gamed him Charles's good- 
will, and tlje friendship of all the Swedes. The 
King" lee him know that he would not depart 
till Jchmet had granted him two things,, ok 
of which was to punifh the Grand Vifir, and 
the other to furnim him with 100,000 men, i» 
order to return into Poland at the head of them. 

Baltagi AJabometvras very fenfible that Charles' 1 
ftay in Turky was only to ruin him. For this 
reafon he placed a guard upon all the roads from 
Bender to Gonftantinople r with orders to inter- 
cept the K ing*s letters. Befides this he retrench- 
ed his tffo/w, i. e. the provifion which the Portt 
allows the Princes to whom fhe grants an al'y- 
lum in her dominions. 

As foon as the King-heard that the Vifir had 
retrenched his* allowance, he turned to the 
Steward of his houfhold, and faid^ Touhwot hd 
lut two tables hitherto, I command you to prepart 
four to morrow,. 

In 
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In the mean time M. de Pomatosky wrote, and 
that from the camp of the Grand Vifir, an ac- 
count of the campaign of Prutb, wherein he ac- 
cufed Baltatri Mahomet of cowardice and trea- 
chery. This account he en traded %o an old Ja- 
nifary, who went and prefentcd the letter with* 
his own hands to the Sultan. ' 

Poniatosky fet out from the camp fbme-days af- 
ter, and went to the Ottoman Port?, to cabal 
againft the Grand Vifir as nfual, and by his in- 
trigues fo tar prevailed, that Bahagi Mahomet 
was banifhed to the ifle of Lemnos. 

To this Vifir fucceeded jfuffuf, that is Jofeph; 
but he wgs only the fliadow of a Minifter. The- 
young Selifiar Alt Coumourgi raifed /him to this. 
flippery pod, m hopes of filling it hrmiclf ; and 
Jufuf his creature had nothing elfe to do, but. 
to let the feal of the Empire to what the Fa- 
vourite defired. The Czar's Plenipotentiaries 
were better treated than ever, i he Grand 
Vifir confirmed the peace of Truth with them- 
But that which mortified the King of Sweden 
more than any other circumdance, was the ac- 
count which he received, that the fecret alli- 
ance made at Covfiantiw^le with the Czar, was 
effected by the mediation of the Englijb and 
Dutch Ambafiadors. 

The King of Sweden was perpetually lolli- 
citing the Porte to fend him back thro' Poland 
with a numerous army. The Divan indeed 
were determined to lend him back, but it was 
only with aguard of 7 or 8000 men, not as- a 
King they were difpofed to fnccour, but as a 
gueft they were defirous to be rid of. With 
this view Sultan Acbmet wrote him a Letter; 
the purport of which was, that the King fliould 
return to his own territories, through Poland^ 

under 
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under an honourable Guard which fhould attrad 

him; N 

The King of Sweden, wrote the Sultan word, 
that he Jhould always ackaov, ledge the favours 
i his Jitebneis. had heaped upon him ; but he ad- 
ded, that he thought the Sultan too juft to fend 
him away with no other guard than that of a 
flying camp, into a country already oVer»-run with 
thenars troops. Indeed the Emperor of Jlkj- 
cevfy notw.ithftanding.hc was obliged by. the hrf 
article of the treaty of Froth to draw all his for 
ces out of Poland* had fent frelh ones thither: 
and it feems ftrange the Grand Signior fhonlc 
know nothing of u, and therefore fent an Agx 
to ice whether the Czar's forces were ftill thert 
cr not. Two Secretaries of the King of $wt- 
tktff who underftood the tfitrkijb language, ac- 
companied the Aga, . in ordeisto confront hk 
in cafe.of a falfe.. report. 

This Aga faw the forces with his own cycsl 
and gave the Sultan a true account of the matter! 
Aihntt in his rage, was going taftranglc the- 
Grand Vifir ; but the Favourite who proteto 
him» obtained his pardon, and kept him- foifc 
time longer in the MUuftry. 

The Xfcftovites were openly prote&ed by rhe 
Vifir, and underhand by Mi Qota/nomgU who 
had changed fides. But the Sultan was lb pro- 
voked, the infraction of the treaty was fo ma- 
niteft, and the Jamfaries, who often make the 
Minifters* Favourites, and Sultans tfaemfclve* 
tremble, called out fo loudly far war, that w 
body in the Seraglio durft offer at a more mo- 
derate opinion. 

The Grand Signior immediately committed 
the Mofcwitt Ambafladors to the ieven tower* 
War was declared afxefh againft thfcJ&tar, the 

horfc- 
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horfe-tails displayed, and orders given to all 
tbeBaihas to raite an army of 200,000 fighting 
men. The Sultan himfelt quitted Confiantinople t 
and fixed his court at Adrianople, in order to 
be nearer the feat of ' the war. 

Iii the mean time a foleran Embaffy from Ah- 
guflus and the Republic of Poland to the Grand 
Signior was upon the road at Adriampk. At the 
head of this Embaffy was the Palatine of Ataflb- \ 
via with a retinue of above 300 perfbns. 

Thele were all feixcd and imprifoned in the 
fuburbs of the city. Never was the S&edijb 
party fuller of hopes than upon this occafion : 
out by the Intrigues of the Vifir thefe great 
preparations came to nothing, and all their ex- 
pectations were difappointcd. 

Thus the army was fcarce railed, when they 
hearkened to pronofals for an .accommodation. 
The Vice-Chancellor Sbajfircf and young Ctere- . 
metcfy the Czar's plenipotentiaries and hoftages ' 
at the Porte, pronufed after leveral negociations 
that the Czar fhould draw his troops out of Po- 
land. * The Grand Vifir, who was fenfiblc the 
Czar would not execute this treaty, was refblvcd*. 
however to fign it ; and the Sultan, content with 
giving laws to the Afofcovitesy tho'only in ap- 
pearance, continued (till at Jdrianople. Thus, 
in the fpace of left than fix monrhs, peace was 
ratified with the Czar, then war declared, and 
afterwards peace renewed again. 

The main article in all thefe treaties related 
to the removal of the King of Sweden. The Sul- 
tan would not injure his own honour and that of . 
the Ottoman Empire, fo far as to expofe the King 
to the' danger of being taken upon the road by. 
his enemies. It was ftipulated that he ihould be 
lefit away, but on condition that the Ambafla- 

dors 
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dors of foland and Mofcovy fliould be refponfible 
for the fecurity of his perfbn; and thofe Ara- 
baflTadors fwore in the name of their Matters, 
that neither the Czar, nor King Augujius y ihould 
moleft him in his paffage,' and sharks on the 
other .hand was not to endeavour to raife aoy 
commotions in Poland. The Divan having thus 
determined Cbarfa's fate, Ifmael Serafquier of 
Bender repaired to Varnitfa where the King 
va$ encamped, and acquainted him with the f e- 
iolutions of the Pcr/e, giving himtou^derftahd 
in a civil manner, that there was no time to de- 
fc$* but tfiaj; he muft be gone. - 

Charles, made no other anfwer than this, thai 
the Grand Signior had promifed him an army, 
and not aeuaicd ;. and that Kings ought to keep 
th6if word.,. 

He told the Bafliaof Bepdfr, that he, could not 

fb tift ne was in a condition to pay his debt;$. 
hr tho w his <I%am bad for a long time been re- 
tufyrly paid, his generofity had always forced 
im to borrow. The Baiha asked him, how 
nick he wanted ; TbeKing anfwered at a yen- 
ture, a thouiand purfes'; which amounts to 
M°°>9°9 livres of French money full weight. 
The Baffca wrote to the Porte about it ; and die 
Sultan inftead of .1000 purles granted him 1200, 
which |ie fent to the Baflia wuh a letter, coh- 
tafni'ng orders hot to pay the money till 'the 
King fet out. . ' 

Charles* enraged to lee himfeif in a manner 
hunted out of the Grand Signior's territories, 
refblved not to ftir a ftep. 

\yheh the 1200 purfes were' arrived, his 
Tieafurer Grothvfin went to wait upon the Ba- 
Iha in hojpes to get the money from him ; and 
afterwards to form forrie new intrigue at the 

Porte ; 



CHARLES XII. 

3 orje.; falfely imagining, as they always di 
hat the SwedtJIj parry would at length arm t! 
Ottoman Empire again ft the .Czar. 

Grotbufen told the Baftia, that the King's equ 
yagcs could not be got ready without mone 
But we, fays the Bnfha, fhall defray all your e: 
ycnccs. Your Mafter will be at no charg 
vhile he continues under my grote&ion. 

Grothufen replied, that the difference betwej 
he Titrkifi equipages*, and thofc of the Fran 
vas {b great, that they were under a neceflity 
tpplyirg to the Swedlfi and Polijh artificers 
^'/zrtijtza. 

He allured him, ' that 'his mafter was willir 
o go, and that this money would facilitate ai 
laften his departure^ The too credulous Baf] 
£a ve him the i zoo purfes, and within a few di 
zarne and dehred the king in a very refpe&f 
nanner to give orders for their deparring. 

But he was extremely furpmed, when tl 
King told him he was not ready to go, and th 
le wanted a tiiotifandpiTries,more. The Bafh 
xmfounded with this an'fwer, was fpeechlc 
or fome time, and then went to a window, whe 
le was feen to flied fome tears. Afterwarc 
urning to the King, : " I fliall lofe my hea 
ays he, for having obliged your M«*jefty. 
lave g ven you the 1200 purfes agairift the e 
>refs order of my Sovereign." With the 
vords he cook his leave, and was going aw; 
full of grief "J 

The King flopped him, and told him he wou 
nake an exente for him to ihe Sultan. ** AJ 
*c plies the <7#r£, as he was going out, My Mj 
er can punifh faults, but not excufe them." 

Ifmael Bajba went to acquaint the Kam of Ta 
ary with the news. The Kam having receiv 
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the fame order with the Bafha, nottofuffertk 
1 200 purfes to be delivered before the Kinj 
departure, and having confented to the deliver 
of them, was as apprehenfive of the Grand Sk 
nior's refentment as the Bafha himfeif TV 
wrote both of then* to the Porte to clear the:. 
felves, and protefted that they had not pan 
with the 1200 purfes, bur upon a fblemn pr; 
mife made to them by the King's Minifter, ' 
be gone immediately. And they intreated 1 
Highnefs not to impute the King's refofal r 
their diibbedience. 

Charles, perfifting in the notion that the Kr 
and the Bafha defigned to deliver him up ir' 
the hands of his enemies, ordered M. FurikS 
Envoy at the Ottoman court, to lay his complain 
againft them before the Grand Signior, and: 
ask for a 1000 purfes more. 
' Futik was forced to deliver this dangero; 
meflage ; and all the anfwerhe received was: 
be clapt up in prifon. The Sultan, in a pa/fe ( 
called an extraordinary Divan, and whicnisvc 
ry rarely done, fpoke himfeif upon the occaiitf 
His fpeech, according to the tranflation the 
made of it, was as follows: 

" I fcarce ever knew the King of Sweden to'' 
« by his defeat at Pulto<wa } and the requeftk 
" made to me to grant him a fancl^iary in icj, 
" Empire. I have not, I believe, any need «1 
" him, nor any reafbn to love or fear him ; yftl 
** without conlulting any other motives than tfr 
«< hofpitalityof a Muffulman y and my owngefl- 
« rofity, which fteds the dew of its favours iy- 
«' on tne great as well as the little, upon ftran- 
" gers as well as my own fubje6fcs, I have re- 
" ceived and affitted him, his Minifters, Oft 
- ' « cers 
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ccrsi and Sol di ers: in/'evdry *efpeft* -ah&'fbr ■ 
ithre&jrear* and a half.Hsne never heiiroy* 

haitdr.&bm loading Himtafch prcjehtti? l- : •••:• 

4 VliSve/grantedIhim^/irery canfiderablo* 

gvudxt to conduct htm idtohk oftn country. 

iteha.4 asked for iooop6r£s tb\lefriy>ifasM2*. 

c^pcncesy though* I jpay them all. Infteatir oft; 
. lomo'l'h^vt' granted h\m rzoo; < .After fget* , 

ting ihefe out of, xht bands bf the Scnafqnier. 

of itai<fcfY<he|defires JoeRJinore, 1 ! and hrfufas* 
' co^go^ Hinder a prctenoe.thaLthe.^uaM k:t<k>< 

little?" whereas it is but tobtfapgeto pafsthso*. 

tha.trbtmtry of &f xiead jffui *ily . • or 

" I ask you, then, whether it bca b*eaobx>£ i 

the Laws: of hofpijaftty ito fend '.this Briifce 

■away ^r and- whether foreign Princes oughrjto. 

accufe' me <of ..cruelty: »>br tnjuftice, in cafe I 
. ihould.be obliged to make ten zo by fores i^' 
Ul the Divan airlwered r .tlijwi the Grand Signktrt 
night lawfully do whit her had ikid * • , ,! u .* 

TheMufudeclaredf that the Mufiulmansarei 
tot bound to hofpicality towards- Infidels, much; 
e& towards dienngbatefui^ ^and he granted his 
Fetfits a kind of mandate, which tor the rooft 
yort accompanies the important orders of thc v 
jrand.Signaor. . .• , ..;! : b ..."> 

The Order and the "Fetfk .were carriedtO' 
lendetby.iheBottbuk lmroewr\ Grand Maflftr of- 
hoiHorib, -and t-.€bmu^&ajbai fir ftHJ flier/ 
The Balha of Bender received the> order arthei 
K.amv from whence "he-went immediately to 
Vatm%&% 'to^cnoir whethemh© King would go 
iwayiiih^ friendly maim^ .he>fb*ce -him to ex- 
ecute tfocSnkan\ ordeia. ».* ,«■;,.• .. . • « 
Cir4r/^i XlLhndt ufeduotthisrthroatnin^ lan« 
guage, couid not command hutethper. *> *Ooey 
" youc*mafter? fays be utbe.Bjftoh if you dare, 

■ • : • K 4 * and 
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and he gooe out of my prdenoe.** TheBi 
ia want off in a rape* and the ram* dmdx&oi 
nucd the fopply of the King's pfovifiotfs » 
amoved the gnard of JansJariss., He fa 
fo to the JVfcs and Gy^eaau at Vmrnitfrn* to i< 
tern know, that if they* bad a mind to hare at 
roTifiooav they oroft leave the King of 3axdrr 
trap, and come and put themfelvea uader ti 
natedion of the Pwm at B**<kr. They all obc 
i, and left the King, *kh only the Oftcen 
ia beomold, and goo&oAfc/* to cope ws 
*ooo VmAmrs and wboo tfmrh ; and now tbn 
as nomorcprovilien.in the camp either f; 
tan or horfc. 

Immediately the King gave order* to fto 

wenty of the fine Ardtoln oorlea theGrandSq 

oar hadfent hiro> faying, •• I win neither hai 

cir proWioas nor tfcetr bories." This mat 

noble feaft for the Tmun* who, an ail th 

>rld know, thmkhorft flam delicious fcediaj 

the mean time cbeTarfci andltotou invdfe 

; little camp en all idea. 

The King, withall tarn ctdnmeftin the work 

minted his 300 Scxwau to make regular fern 

ttians, and worked at them himetf. Hi 

tncellor, Trcafurcr, Secretarica* Vmtoi 

warn, end ail tta dtomefbca, pot their hafti 

he work. Some hwrricadbed the itandaw* 

ts fafteo'd beams behind the doofrs in th 

1 of buttrefles. 

Phenthchoufe waaweHbomcadoed, ad 
ting had taken a view of htaihjppofed fat* 
(ana, he fctt calmly down to cbeft with »i 
roritc Grotbufin % as if eve?y thing hadLbees 
:6fcly left and fixture. It happened wj 
ly, that lobrkius* the Envoy of J?**** 
otlod^ac^ria^Sat hot at a Viikgebr 

twees 
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rweeffc'Krrn/fffr and Jbofct, where Mr. Jefiriy** 
the £#g/i/fc'fcnroy to the King of tofcfav, rcfi- 
ded aiib. The two Mkufters, feeing die torm 
ready to break out, topk upon them to be medi- 
ators >ctw«cn the <T*rkt and lb* King. T^bt 
Kara, and cfpecially the Baft* of B$*d* t w^o 
had no inclination ^p offer mef violence to the 
Monarchy were ghifto receive the offers the 
two Minifters made them. They had twoeW 
ferences together at Jtouaw, at which the Ufher 
of the Seraglio, and the Grand Matter of the 
horfc, who brought the Sultan's order and the' 
Mufti's Fgtfs, aflifted. 

Monfieur Fkkrkiu* declared to them ? that his 
Swedjfb MajeuV had great reafen to believe they 
defigned tp deliver himto his enemies inft/ftM. 
The Kara, andBaflia, and the reft, layingtiuar 
hands upon, their heads, .called God towitnefi, 
that tMy detcfted fiich a horrible piece of trea- 
chery, and would lo& the laft drop of their 
Mood rather than fuffer the leaft failure of re£» 
fc£t to the King in Ptlond. They ad«erf* that 
they had the MtfcovH* and Petijb Ambailadors 
in their hands, whole lives fhould anfwer for 
the leaft affront that ftiould be offered the King 
of Sweden. In a word, they complained bitterly 
that the King fhould entertain fuch injurious 
fufpicions of perfons, who had lb generoully 
received and fo handfomely treated him M. 
Fabtscius futfered himfelf to be perfuaded by 
thefe barbarians. He was fenfible there was a 
correfpondence between the Kam v£7ar{Ary and 
King Jwufius; butyet he remained convinced 
that the deiign of that negociation was only to 
force CharUt XII. to retire out of the territo- 
ries ot the Grand Signior. But whether Fabri- 
ms was miltaken or not, he affured them, he 
K z would 
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c w;ouid rqircfcnr : to .the King the iniuftice of 
-thofe jeakmfiek ; goido ypa intend to force him 
itai* gonCy«'jrjyj'fcrv> Ytb> fays the Bafba, fach 
is our:Mafter?s order. > Then- he denred then 
to conf^erJoact agt*n,t whether that ord^r was 
itt4pULicbe bV»d.*ffa crooned Head ? .. « Yes, 
i*plia ttal&mwlftycmtowtymtb, if that crown- 
jeb Held'difobop'tkfltGvAud^ignior in his own 
dominions." '(. T 

- Iti the mean time Mtrfi thing being; ready for 
the atfault, Cbmkt's death feemed inevitable: 
'BuLthe^SuittB'aiatotnatid 'being, notpofiriveiy 
to kill him in cafe of refiftance, the safta pre* 
. vailed.upon fee Kam to Jet lim feed an exprefi 
that jmoment. to Mimmple y .when the Grand 
Signior then- was, to receive his Highness laft 
*rderj~' -' ♦ '•'•• < I 

M.y^^xakidM.i^^ii^aHaviiigjaxxmred I 
this little refpite, ran to acquaint thelwiag with ' 
it, but were received very coldly : He. called 
them voluntary, and unauthorized mediators, 
and ftill infilled, that the Sultan's order and the 
Mufti's Fetfa were forged, becaufe they had 
fentfor frelh orders to the Porte. 

The Englijh Minifter withdrew, refolying to 
concern himfelf no more with the affairs of (o 
inflexible a Prince. M. Fabt'tcius, beloved by 
the king, and more ufed to bis humour than the 
Englijb Minifter, ftaid with him, in order to 
conjure him not to hazard a life fo precious, up- 
on \o unneceffary an occasion. 

The King, infteadof an anfwer, fhewed him 
his fortifications, and defired him to be a medi- 
ator only fo far as to procure him provifions. 
Leave was eafily obtained from the Turks to 
let provifions pals to the King's camp, till fuch 

time 



C H A R L E S XIi: i< 

jne M the courier fltould arrive frflffl "J4r 

At length the Grand Signior's order bein 
OTiift, to put to the fword all the Swedei th\ 
iouW make the leaft refiftance, aftdnettofpai 
ic life of the King, the Baflia had the civiiit 
} ftew Fakkltii the^pfder, to the intent that h 
tight try his utmoft to prevail upon Cbark, 
?ak*kius went immediately to acquaint him wit 
lis bad news. " Have you feen the order yc 
jeaktfi" Jays thtktog. '■ I have, rtpliis Fah 
„s. » Tell them then, fays th* kmg> that tli 
rder is a fccoud forgery of theirs, and that 
fill not go. M Fabrkkts fell at his feet, pi 
imftlf in a pafliea, and reproached hL 4 V* J 
is obftnacy ; but all was to no purpofe. « C 
tack to your T***;, fa+stbt King to him fmil'm 
f they attack ofe, I know how to defend m 

elf." 

General JftraV «d General Zfcw*jff, whe 
minion it bad always been not to venture a bs 
k v which }n the cenfequcace mull prove fat 
hewed the King their breads covered wi 
rounds they Jeeeived in his fervicc; and ail 
■ing Wto, thai they were ready to die for hi 

*egg*d ***** ic m % ht at ***** ** upon a ,nc 
iccSrary occafkm. " I know, yty* the king* 

four wound* and my own, that we have foug 

rmliaarl? together Yoa have hitherto d< 

KrWy7^ok«bae*r. M There was i 
« more to be find > they muftobev. Ev< 
one v» aftamed not so court death with 
King. His Map 8y being ftfapefed for the 
fruit* afoolntcd every nan to hi* poll: I 
Chm*&*M*!l»*f ** htCKtery Empreus, \ 
Ma Clerics w*i*io defend the Chaw^ty-hoj 
i Fkft at the head of the Officers of 
k *^ ILj kite! 
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kitchen, was at {mother poft. The Grooms oj 
the (tables and the Cooks had another place to 
guard. * 

It was not long before they faw the Vftrks 
and Tartars advancing in order of battle to at- 
tack the little fortreS, with tenpieces of ord- 
nance and two mortar-pieces: . The horfe-tails 
waved in the air, the clarions founded, the cries 
of Ma, Mia, were heard on all fides. Baron 
Grothufeti took notice that the <twrks did not 
mix any abufive language againft the King in 
their cries, but only called him J)emfr-£ajk> 
which Signifies bead of Iron, and refolvcd that 
moment to go alone and .unarmed out of .the 
fortifications. He advanced up to the line of tht 
Janifaries, who had almoft all of thorn received 
money from him. u Ah, what my friends! fop 
* be to, tbem, in their own Ufa ttage, arc you come 
" to maflacre ^oo defencelefs Swedes 7 . ' You 
" brave Janifaries, who have pardoned 100,000 
" Mofcmtes upon their,* crying jimman (i: e. 
*« Pardon) to you : Havfc:<y©u forgot the Icind- 
" nef$ you have received from us? And* would 
u you aflaffinate,: that. 'great King of &pe<fcv, 
" whom you loved fo much, -and who has been 
" fo generous to you ? My friends, he asks but 
" three days y and theSultan's orders are not fo 
" ftrift a^you arcanade-tobeMeve/* • / - 4 /u* 
.. Thcfe words prjxbced an cfieci which Giv- 
j£*/*».Jii*nfdfdid w« expect.: The Jaoifari* 
fwore upon their beaj*fo> thef «Jouldiw& ajftitfk 
the King, and that they:wjoidd^igiSrc him the 
three dayjs foademandttki &**fti itfs the*fa- 
nal given far the flffajult.-* The >■ jbn&rie* & 
from,. obeying, 'hreateneri. tavftfi •tt^.tbek 
Leaders, of tiiree dajw weta*u* gJwaiteditO tfe 
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King of Sweden. They came to the Baflia of 
Benders *tent in a body, crying out that the 
Snltan's orders were forged. To this unex- 
pected infurre&ion the naflia had nothing to 
eppofe but patience. 

He made as if he was plcafei with the gene- 
rous refblution of the Janifaries, and ordered 
them to retreat to Bender. The Kam of <Tar- 
tary $ who was a hot forward man, would have, 
given the affault immediately with his troops ; 
but the Baflia, who did not defign the Tartars 
alone fhould have had the honour of taking 
the King, when he perhaps might be ptiniihed 
for the difobediencc of his Janifaries, pcrfua- 
ded the Kam to wait till the next day. 

The Baflia returning to Bendery affembled all 
the Oificers of the Janifaries and the oldeft 
Soldiers, and both read to them, and flicwed 
them the pofitive order of the Sultan, and the 
Mu\tt$Fefa. 

Sixty 61 the oldeft of them, with venerable 
grey beards, who had received: a thousand pre- 
sents from the King's hand, offered, to go in 
perfyn to him, and mtreat him to put himfetf 
into their hands, and permit tfcem to ftrve him 
as guards. 

The Bafha confented to it ; for their was no 
expedient he would? not try, ratfier than be 
forced' toi kill the King: Accordingly thelc 
fixty old^Soldiers itednt the next morning to 
Varmtfa, having nothittg in their/ hands HutTong 
whke Gaffs,' thetonfy arms, ofcthejani&ries, 
«when they are not gcing'tb fight: v i • - ; » •«• 
' They addreflcd^themielvds to Bafbn /Gntft*. 
fern mod Cnanoeilo9^Mrr^ : Thtfptqld thcri, 
they toeae cott^^k^'*'de^n toiiOTrtostfiutH- 
- . ' ' fal 
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ful guards to the King ; and that, if he pleaftd, 
they would condu& him to Jdriampk, where 
he might fpeak to the Grand Signior in perfon. 
While they were making this prepofal, the 
King read the letters that were brought from 
C(mJfanth.opie, and which F*eruims> who could 
not fee him any more*- had conveyed privately 
to him by a Janlfary. Theft letters wen 
written by Count Pntiatotky, who could nei- 
ther ferve him at Bender nar JdrUnefUy having 
been detained at CotiftA*ti*oplt> by order of the 
fe*u> from the time of the imprudent demand 
of the looo puHfes. He told the King, that 
the Sultan's orders to feiic or mafiacre his roy- 
al Perfctir in cafe of remittance, were but too 
true ; that the Sultan indeed was impoled upon 
by his Miniftcrs; but the more he was impoicd 
upon in this afiair, the snore he wo»iid be obey- 
ed ; that he muft fubmit to the timet! and yield 
to neceffity. 

Ben neither the jpopofel of tke #U Janifa- 
ttes, nor Ptnmttskfs letters, could in the leaft 
ooftvintfethe King, that it was poffiblc for hint 
10 give way without injuring hu honour. He 
dhbJt wthtr to die by the hand of the Tavis, 
than be in any manner their prifoner He dif* 
<soi&d the Janifartes without feeing then*, and 
lent them word, that if* tlhey did not go about 
their bvftmefs, he'd fteve their beartir for 
them; which, in the Eaft, is wckat*d tk 
jnoft provoking atfront that can be offered 
iJrikoldSoir - ■ ■- 



Theie ok Soldkrs, find with 
returned home, aVtngaa they went: u Abthtt 
m head of iron i Since he's resolved to perifh, 
.let him Ptrife.** They gave the Baiha an ac~ 
couvt mihte*ammmmt and an y a i at ad their 

com- 
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comrades at Binder? with the ftrange reception 
they had met. with.' Upcm thievery ;Qne.'fwarje 
to obey the BafhaVOrders withoubdday. • ' • . 

The word was given that moment. They 
march'd up .to t)fae intrtnchment&. The Tisrtatj 
were already waiting for them* and. the cartoon 
began 40 play. ' . .. ?.\. A ,. ... 

The Janifkrieson one fido, and. the. T***** 
on the other, forced this little :ca;mp ift-an in- 
fant, and the whole $00 Swtdst were farV 
ronnded and taken prifancrs without xcfiftaace. 
The King/was.thea on hwfeWckibetfweei* kit 
houfe and'hfls icamp, with the<kneraU HM% 
Lardcff and Sharr$\ and feeing, that all his ftb- 
diers had fuffered themfelves to be takemfaeforc 
his eye's, he faid in cool blood to thofe. three 
officers, " Ixx us go and defend the hftufe." , - 

Immediately he gallops up to.thc houie wick 
them, where he had placed about forty domeft 
ticsaacentinels, and which they had fortified 
in the beft manner, they could, . 

But when they came to the door, they found 
it befet with JanifarJes. iBefides,! near too 
Turks or Tartars had already sot in at a win* 
dow, and. made therafelves matters of all the 
apartments, except a great hall, whither the 
King's domefticks had retired* 1 It happened 
luckily, that this hall was near .the door,- at 
which the King purpofed to enter with his lit* 
tie troop of twenty • perfims. He threw himfelf 
off his horfe with piftol and /word in band, and 
his followers did the fame. 

The Janifaries fell upon him on all (ides, be* 
iog encouraged by.theBaiha's nromife of. eight 
ducats of gold to each man that should but touch 
his cloaths, in cafe they could take him. He 

wounded 
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wounded and killed all who came near 
A Jamfiwy, whom he had wounded, da; 
his bfonderbuls to his fade, and If the arm 
ffuvk had not bftfed him, the King had kj 
kitted. The ball rnascd upsat his nofe, si 
took off a piece of his car, and then broke <j 
ncral Hoor/s arm, whofe fate it wac to be I 
Uttfa woakided by hit Mater's, fide. * 

Th* King ftnek hisfword into the Janilar 
bxeaft, and at the fame time his domefticl 
wW » ewe flint up in the great hail, opened e 
«4»o* to tokn. He enters as fwift «s an am 
With his Ihtk troop, and in an iitftanttbefUi 
thedooJP-tg^ia, and barricade it with all tin 
xaniod. 

Tho* misChmks XI1V ihut up in this b 
with all his' nttendanta, mrnnaudng to aix 
ehrtefcare men, Officers, Guards, Socretari 
f**t <k Ckdmh4i t and dome dicks of all kb* 
: *Th* Janjiariea and ¥sr+*s pillaged t ben 
of the houfe, and filled the apartments. Con 
jfy* tft Jftw> let i> J go and drive out theft to 
hatiattsl And potting himfelf at the bcadi 
hitmen; he with his own hands* opened & 
dacr of ihc hall which fared his hed*charabei 
toesrimo it; and fires upon the plunderers. 

Th*?**/ laden with boot^, being ten* 
at the feddtit appearance of the King, who: 
they had been ufed to reverence, threw do* 
their arms, and leapt out of the window, * 
fled into <he cellars. They pur food the frrf 
from chamber to chamber, killed or wouri 
tkofe who had not made their efcape, and it 
ipiarter of an hour cleared the houfe of tb 
enemy. 
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The toadr* fltut the windows again, and- 
barricadocd'ttiem; In this fhuation tncy had 00 
wane of arms ; a ground-chamber fitli of muf* 
kets and powder, baying efcaped' the tttftwiltti*. 
ous fearch of the Janifamcs. ^ Thcfe they made 
a very feafonabk ufeof, firing c We upon the 
iurki through the windows, atari kilhng too 
of tbera ta Icfathan half a quarter of an hour. • 

The cannon played agaihft the houfe ; but : 
the fanes being very fofc, k only .made holes 
in the wall, hut dcmoliflied nothing. 

The Kara of Vmttry and the &*£aa foe Are 
to the hwufc, itt order to oblige the King to 
furrendcr. The roof all on hre was *eady to 
tumble «spon<*be Sweden The King* with a 
very jfadate air* gare orders to ewingaiih the 
fire; and finding a little "barrelfuU of liquor* 
he laid hold on ft tomfclf, and, with the affift- 
ancc of two toufra, threw it noon the place 
where the fire was raoft violent: Thenhedi£ 
covered that it was fall of brandy Upentbh 
it burnt moreiurionfly than ever: The King** 
awamnent was connwitd, and the great hall, 
whore the Swodu then were* was fitted with a . 
terrible fmoke, eaixed "with gufts of £fo,7ttiat * 
came in thro* the doors of the neighbouring 
apartments. One half of the roof fell in, and 
the otter tumbled tkvam without the houfe, 
cracking among the flames. 

A centime! named flfejingt ventured in thia 
eutmratty, to cry, that there was a nrcefiity 
for fttfrendriftg. 4i What a ftrange man, fiys 
da? IG*g % is *his, to imagine that it is mot more 
glorious to be bnrnt than taken pnbbner< M 
Another ccurind named &y*r, had the thought 
to ftp, that the Chancery-honie, which was 

but 
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butt fifty paces^tfff, _. had a ttofte «aof, and*! 
proof agaiaft 6re: that it would do well tofdi 
out and eauAhat houfe, and; there #andnpo| 
their defence*. ;• A true. Su)*de>r fries the Ktv\ 
Then he 1 embraced him, and made hinuti 
lonel upon* be Spot. • <vC6$ne ©n,. my Fricra 
fay r be> taJcfe^ail the powder and tell youc 
camy^aiKlkttwgain the Chancery fword 
hand,*" '■' ' ft « •"*■? ^i • ;»■»/*!»/ i •-•.! 
f -Tie^i^^/^hoetic»m^affedtfech©ufc, vd 
ftruck with ifeai* and admiration', Jto fee that a 
toe^ continued ih>it notwkhftanding it J 
ail in flatness But they were 5 mAttbh 'more-fl 
prized, -when they' law thenr open the <H 
and the King and his menvfflljapdntbea? 
desperate; manner. O&W-A^ and his prhd 
Officers were afrtffed with' dfword and f\ 
Every one ifired rwo piftols at a time, in the 
fhuitsthatr the d*pbr opened ; anil throwing aJ 
their piftols -and' drawing their tfutords, n 
drove .ttytZTttrks hadk the diftance of fifty pd 
but the moment after, this little troops as !^ 
rounded. The King,: being< booted, thd 
himfclf down wkh hfefpursi : Immediately fl 
and:twejKyiJatnfaries fell > upon : him, difcj 
him,' and bear fhjtii away to the-Baiha'squartcj 
fbme taking hold of his arms; and- othen oft 
legs, afc thcnftnaeHscocarry a^fickperftnfa 
fear of difcommoding. him • .*>•'» | 

ilAs ifooifasi'the Kin^>:few hitnielfi-'in M 
hands; the: violence of his temper, and the foil 
which fo long and ddpofatea ftghtJ woold rj 
torally infpire, gave place to«a gentle andol^ 
behaviour. ; Not One impatient wordr< fell ft 
him; not a frown t was to be feeh. . Onthe 
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trary he looked upon the Janiferies with a fai- 
ling countenance, and they carried him crying 
Ala> with a mixture of anger and refpect in 
their faces. His Officers were taken at the 
fame time, and ftripped by* the Turks and Vm- 
tars: It was on the r 2th of February, I7i3# 
that thi& Grange ' adventure happened^ 
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the Turks remove King Charles to Detnirtocca. 
He returns to. his Kingdom. His arrival at 
Stracllund.' 

THE Bafha of Bender waited in his tenr f 
expe&irig the King ; whom he received 
with great refect, and grayed, him to repofe 
upon a Sopha, but the King took no notice of 
his civilities, and continued (landing., , 

-Bleffed Be the Almighty j fays the'Bafha, >&*# 
your Majefiy is fafe.' It grieves mc that you 
have forced me to execute the Sultan's orders. 
The King*, for his part, was only vexed that 
his 300 men fhould. fufler themfelves to be ta- 
ken in their intreAchments, and faid? Jh ! if 
they bad fought like men? we could have held it out s 
thefe ten da) r: Alas, fiys the Bafha, what pity . 
His, thht [0 much valour fpould be mjfemfloyedl 
Then the King was conducted on a ifihe Boric . 
•with rich furniture to Bender. All; the Swedes 
were' either killed 6r taken. The Kjtog's equi- » 
P a ge* goods, and papers, and the bed of his 
oaggagc, was plundered of burnt. Li the t , 
roads, the Swmfi Officer* iia"ked, and chained " 
''• : L two 



i 
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two and two, followed the horles of the" tfariari 
and Janifaries. The Chancellor and the -Ge- 
neral Officers were in the fame condition of 
being tf aye's- to fomc of the foidiers, to whofc 
fljare thejr fell. 

The Bafha JfmaeJ having brought the r King 
t<j4iis"Pakce v at Bender* gave him his own a- 
partment, where he was ferved like a King, 
opt not witboju£.a^piaEd-o£ Ja nifcriM a t the 
chamber-door. % A bed was prepared for him; 
but he threw hiiftfejf dQwA udofra Sopha in his 
boots, and fell faft afleep. The Balha likewifc 
brought* tor the- King. ni*. Favourite <2r$4huftt 
and Colonel Ribbhs r wJuh* he was fb ganenws 
to redeem at his own expence. Fkhmkes- un- 
dertook to ranlbm all the other prilbners. 

The next morning they conveyed the4Kng" 
lit a chariot covered with fcarlet towards A&n- 
ample. His Trtufarzr Grothuftn was with him, 
The Chancellor Mullen* and Ibme Officers fol- 
lowed'in another carriage. Many others were 
on horfeback, whb could not refrain tears ar 
the' light of the King's chariot. The Baft* 
himfelf commanded the convoy. Fabtifius faid 
it -was a ihame the Kthg.ihould.be without a 
fword, and begged of the Balha that he might 
be allow *d to wear one. God forhidj lays the 
Balha, he would, foon cut our Beards fir', us > if U 
hdd a fivordy However, ^hb.gave him one iomc 
hoars after. 

While they were carrying., this Jfiing 
armed and'a prilbner, there jiappened-to ai 
in the very lame pjacc another inftaoce, 
frailty of tinman greatnefs. 

King SidntilaujjYrai fcjaed; in thc.tfttrPi do- 

ttbions, and carried, prifiw*. tQjBwfeiatthe 

* • fame 
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&mtt rime that they were conveying Charles to 
Jdriatiepte. v 

Staqiflatts, unsupported by the haad that made 
him King, having no money, ahd confequently 
ao. friends 'in Poland, retired to Pomeranian and 
as he was not able to jrefervc his kingdom, he 
refolved to abdicate it, and for* that pttrpofe 
prrote to the King of Sweden, to defire ftis.oon- 
Pent. ' :..-*-. ' / "•• 

Charkt received the letter at Vaynltfd • atid 
in a paffion faid<to the -courier, before a good 
many people: Welt, If he will not be a&ng. y I 
Jbafrthink of fomebojfy elfe. Stanifiaus thought if 
hcAoild g6 himfelf it might do better. : So he 
x»k ^ith him Baron Sparre, * and changiirgjiis 
:kriiesy for HfeardF being tojown, cameto j^/K 
in MbdaitMy net* the* place where the jCfcar/haci 
fadi* narrew-elcape foam the 9W*J. At Tap 
he was flopped, -afcl, queftioned: -Hefaidfic 
was **&«&/ arid Wing wthe King at Bender. 

'Siyl^g he w*s-a Swe^they immediately 
fme4 hwi ? and carried ftfeprittmerto iender. 
rlfi w4r^utcklyfcnown; and wrrpl was brought 
rf «*<> the Baflw, ,: as } hc*viras;goingr^lttTg With 
:he:iCittg of Sweden; The* Batha bid Ffibtjclri 
** tell Gtarfeir, that He" was hot the drily King & 
>rifen*r to the Turks ; aid that Stanl/laus was 
la hold afewmlleSfVom him: The King not 
»t.all diftompofed, ' feid 4 to him, Dear Fabrjdtis 
>un and tell hint, never l io ntake peace <toith $1}% 
Aug«ifta«V "fit nae tytitt ;a*ickly 'have a change of 
tffairs. >$uch was his firmriefs of mind, that 
notwiiiMtanding his prefent fituation, hebofdly 
reckoned Upon -fortune, not doubting but the % 
Ottoman Porte would affift him with ioo,oo* 
men. • » . • .v . . ( .,.-.> 

L z Stantflaus 
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Stantflaus was received at Bender with 2 dif 
charge of the artillery, and bating tjhat he ire 
a priibner, had no great caufe to complain d 
his ufage there. 

The Marquifs'dc Fiervitte^ a private agd 
from France to King Charles at Bender* was thei 
at JM^notUy arid undertook to do that Priod 
a piece offervice when he was either deferq 
or ill "ufed oy all the "world ; he w_as luckil 
: aJpfted in this defign by. a, French Gentleman, d 
"a good family, one VUklcpgue, a roan of gra 
courage and but little fortune* who Was cora 
thither on purpofc to engage in his feryice. 

With this young man's help M- de Fierull 
wrote a memorial as from the King of &ut<k 
demanding juftice of the Sultan for the wt 
offered in his Perfon to all crowned Hc*4$, 
againft the real, or fuipc&ed treachery of 
' JUmandthcBaihaof ^»db-. , 

' It contained an accusation of the Yifir 
other Minifters, that they. were corrupted 
the Mofcwitts, had. deceived the Grand §ignioi 
had intercepted his letters,, and had cuaniogl| 
drawn from the Sultan an order fo contrary ^ 
the hofpitality of the Muffulmans, in violation 
of the law of nations, and in a manner fo am 
worthy of a great Emperor, to attack with 
20,000 men a Kingt who had none but; his retij 
nne to defend him, and who had depended up- 
on the facred word.otthe Su|tan. M 

When they had o>awn t up.this l nienigrial, ii 
was to be tranflatcd, and written upon a fort o{ 
paper that they never ufe but for what isprci 
fenced to the Sultan. They got the memorial 
tranflated, and the Baron d'srvidfbn t a Suxdip 
Officer, counterfeited the King's hand, and 

JBirwft 
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Ur^oiJJt fealed it .with the arms of Sioed 
ilUloing** undertook to deliver it to tfie Gra 
igniar as he parted to the mofque. 

Theater who pould not but think t 
zveJes would fue for juftice to the Sultan, fc 
ad any perfon to come i»e>r. the Grand Signic 
lid orxicred, ,th^t whoever was jfeen, about ti 
iofque with petitions ftoujd. be ieiaed. • Vil 
ingue knew the order, and that it was as mu< 
ls hia life was worth to do it. However* 
•utoa a Grecian haftf, and hiding the letter 
lis bofbm, went pretty earty to the place. 1 
>retended madnefs, and; danced between ti 
ilcs : of Janifaries, where the S.uJtan tyas 
pafil; and. dropped foine money new, and th 
:o amnfcthe guards. 

When the Sultan was coming, they wot 
have had Vilhlovg*e%p\> put of the way ; but 
fell on jhis knees, > and ftruggled with the Jai 
faries. *. At laft hj« cap fell off, and he was d 
covered by his hair to- bt a Frank. He had \ 
veral blows, and was very ill uftd; T 
Grand Sjgpior . heard the. , (fcuffle* and ash 
wharthcmattc.r w^s? ViMongue eriedi as to 
as he could, 4wm**l- 4bm*n\l Mmp./- a 
pulled out the letter* The Sultan ordered h 
to be brought before blip. . FiHelovgt** ran ii 
mediately, and^mbracit^g J\isftir<^p, prcfeni 
th* paper, laying, ,&ptf Jirall Dan. <th+ A 
4 Sweden^** it tit*. The Sultan, putting 
the letter in his bofops .went on to the tnoug 
and VilUlomm, was fecuwd . in one of the o 
houfea oftne Saraglio^ 

The Sul tan v c^mujg from the i«oiqjtie f ;-Wf 

ho had read the letter* , refohred to examine 1 

ffifoner binueJi; lfcputctfhiftjfti^ialA' 

.1* j, a 
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and turban, and went in the difgmfc of 
Officer of the Janifaries, which he often doc 
taking with him. an old Malte/e for an inter 
preter. By the favour of this diiguiie, Frik 
tongue had a private conference of a quarter i 
an hour with the tfurktjb Emperor* an hona 
that was never done to any Qbrifttan Ambafl 
% dor/ He took care to relate all the King 
Sweden* hardlhips, acculing the Minifters, afl 
demanding faustac"fcion : This he did with til 
grcatcft freedom, becaufe all the while he talJ| 
cd to the Sultan, he was thought to belief 
himfclf fpeaking to* his equal. Not but L 
knew him well, though the prifon was pr< 
dark .;• and this made* him only the morel 
in his dilcourfe. The pretended Officer of t)j 
Janifaries laid td ViMwgue \ Chriftian, be fi| 
tisfied, the Sultan my Matter has the Soul of a 
Emperor, and if it be as you lay, he vrilli 
your King juftice. Villthngut was foon releafd 
and fome weeks after there was a fudden chaqfl 
in the Seraglio, which the Swedes affirm wal 
owing to this conference.' The Mufti was dd 
poled. The Kam of the Tartars banilhed to 
Rhodes*, and the Seralquier- Baflia of Bender fed 
to an ifland in the Archipelago. 

In the mean time Charles was carried tot 
little cattle called D emir tap, near Adti*v$\ 
where multitudes of <futkf were waiting to Tec 
him alight. He was conveyed oufof the chari-j 
ot to the caftle upon a ibpha f but that he ro%^ 
not be fecn, he put-a -cilfliipn over his head. 

It was fcveral days before the Port* would 
content to his re&ing at Demotica* a little tov?n 
fix leagues from MrianSpk) near the famous ri- 
ver ibbfHh now called M*Hzx*\~ Atlaft O 
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mourgi faid to Soliman the Grand Vifir, Go> tell 
the King of Sweden he may ftay at Demotica as 
long as he lives. Invariant hf ''Mill Be for removing 
before the year comes about ', but be fare you <jq not , 
let him have any money. 

So the King was removed to Demot/ca r where 
the Porte allowed a fufficient quantity of .provi-. 
fions for him and his retinue, and only five and ' 
twenty crowns. a day in money, to buy pork and 
wine, a fort of j^rovifion which the Turks never 
furniih to others. ' ' 

Before the* King and his little court were 
well fettled at Demotic*, Soliman, the Grand 
Vifir was depoftd, and fucceeded by Ibrahim 
Molla, a" man exceeding rough, bold, and^ 
blunt, who was no fooner in his poft, Twit he' 
promoted a war with the JMofeovites In ordejr, 
to this, he fet up a tent near the caftle where, 
the King of Sweden lived.* . ^ 

There he invited the King to, meet hirn witli, 
the new Kant of tfariary and the French Am- 
baflador. The King** misfortunes made him 
the more fenfiblp of the indignity, tp be lent 
for by a fubjed: \ (6 he ordered his Chancellor 
JMtullhrn to "go in his room: And becaule he 
did not know 'but. the Turks might offer lomc 
affront to him» or Komething below his dignity^ 
he refolved'tokeep his bed during his ftay at 
Demotica. This he did for ten months as it he. 
had been fick. None but the Chancellor Gro- 
thufen* and Colonel Dubenh ever eat with him. 
They were forced to wait upon themfelves, and 
the Chancellor Mullern was cook in ordinary 
the whole time. 

While CW/w kept his bed in this, .manner, 
he received news of the defolation of .all his 
foreign dominions; ' V 

General 



General Steinbock defended PowtranzAyBrtm^ 
and the King's pofleflions in Germany » as locg 
as he was able, but could hot hinder the Saxcr.: 
and Danes united from paffing the Elbe y an: 
besieging Stade, a ftrong town near that river, 
in the Duchy of Bremen. It -was bombards 
and, burnt to afhes, and the garrifon oblige 
to furrender at difcretibn, before Steinhc 
could come to their afliftance. 

He had about 12,000 men, and half of thee 
were cavalry, with which he purfaed the tzt\ 
my, though they were twice hi* number, aril 
forced them to repafs the Elbe ; and came oj 
with them at a place called Ga&bujh* in the 
Jj)uchy of Mecklcnbourgt oh; the 20th of" Detent- 
her; 1*11%. , 

\ Steinbeck led on his troops, and advancing ii 
order of battle, began one of the moft blooci 
engagements that had ever happened betweej 
thofe rival, natiqns. After a Jharg encounter^ 
diret hours, the Danes and Saxons were defeat' 
cd and left the field. ' , [ 

After this victory, Steinbeck could not but 
remember )iow the Danes had reduced Stash w 
aibes; and refolved to be revenged upon.^/tew, 
a town belonging to the King qf Denmark, bc- 
liow. ffambtsrgb upon the rjver Elbe. When 
Steinbofk came in light of the place, he fern a 
trumpet to bid them evacuate .it with their ef- 
fects, fori he was refolycd.to 'deftroy their town 
immediately/ / < * .' " 

The ip^giftrates came^an^ thre,w tbejnfelvcs 
at his feet, and offered him, a ranfomof 100*00* 
crowns. ' Steinbock demanded twice the fum. 
They begged they might bave time to ftad 
to their cofref]pondents at ^wi^i(?, and pjth 
nufed he ftould.havc it by the, next day. The 
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!*he day was fet ; and CbarUs before' he 
it was willing to make a figure as a Kinjj^ 
*ithftanding the: wretched Condition' he 

in; He made' Grotb*fin> his Ambaffaddr* 
inordinary > acidffent him in form tbtakc 
leave at Confttrtincfkj with a train of four- ' 
•c pcrfbtts nchly drefledi To 'bear the ex- 
ec of this Ernbaffy* he warforced to bor- * 

money of Jews, Turks Y and CbrifiUns y at- 
exorbitant intereft. At then/V#e, Grothufen 

all the honours that were ever paid to Am-* 
adorr extraordinary upon their day of an- 
ice. All thiswas done with a view to get 
jey.out of the Grand Vifir; bat that- mini* 

was inexorable 
)n the ift of OBober y 1714, the King began 

journey. A Capigi Bajbs with fix Cbiabux, 
it to attend him from the caftle of Derttirtajb, 
ither he had removed' a few days befirfe; 
e p relents they brought him from the Grand 1 
nior Were,; a larjje tent of fcfrlct cmbroi- 
ed with gold, a iabre, the handle of; which - 
1 let wi£, jewels, and eight beautiful ^Ar*** 
t horfes with fine fiddles' and fHrruttf'of' 
Xj fdver. . 

rhe convoy: confined of thrcefeorVearriv 
s, laden with alHbrtsrf provifioaV*nd joo' 

fc. • '■ ; • • ' 

^henfhcicanie»toctJie ^*/}^"frontier^ Sta-- 4 
aus. wa&.goingi thence- another , Way - in^o 
tnam % intending: to retire into the Dtfcfcjf of 
*x-Pont* yi which,', from' the time 1 it was 
ted to. that crown byCbrtftmaf* fufeceflor 
trier X. had belonged'to the Itings of5^#^ ; 
. Cbavks affiled to^rfff/V/4w^hfi re'Venue- 
this Duohf,< which was then* reckoned to 
about 7o>otfoxrownl -. - f * •** 

Whca 
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. When the, King of Sweden came to the Gtr- 
nutn\ frontiers, he found the Emperor had {ji-' 
ven orders for his reception every where with; 
proper Rate. But Charles had no inclination, 
to lb much pomp, or to make a fhew of the 
prifoner at Bender, and had even formed a rc- 
lglution never to enter his City of Stockton, 
till he . had retrieved his misfortunes by a mot 
aufbicious turn of amurs. 

So difmiflimg his ffurkrfb attendants at 7*rgo- 
ivitz* on the borders of Uranjylvania, he called 
his, people together in a yard, and bad them 
take up. thought for him, but make the beft of 
tbeir way ,to Sfraelfiend in ^Pantrania y about 300 
leagues from thence, up the Baltic Sea. 

, For.a-difguifehe wore a black peruke, un- 
der which he tucked his own hair, a gold laced 
hat, grey clothes, and a blue elbke, paffingfer 
aGerifian officer, and rid poft with only L.oionel 

. Thus, in fixteen days riding, and often in 
danger of being taken, he came, at laft upon the 
lift of Ncwmber 1714^0 the gates of Str*el{und> 
ajpout oi^e in the morning. 

The King faid, he was a Courier from the 
Kfeg in ?$****> and muft fpeak immediately 
wtitb Qencral Duktr. the Governor. .The Cen- 
tinel told him, it was too late, the Governor 
wasa-^cd, and he muft ftay till day-light. 

.The King (aid it wasanaffinr,otconfequeiice; 
and declared if he did not go dire&ly and awake 
the Governor,, they mould all be hanged m the 
morning. At lad a ferjsant went and called the 
Governor, who ordered the Courier to be 
brought up.;toJiia chamber. 1 

JPrfXtmybim. bis eyes, asked, *» What news 
« ofliiaMajefty T The King, took Mm by the 

«v ,7 flumlder, 



houlder, <c What, favshe; Duker, have my beft 
Subje&s forgot meV iThe General courld fcarce 
believe his eyes, and jumping out of bedT; 
embraced his Matter's knees wsth tears of 
joy. The news was all over the town in an 
in ftan t. Every body got, iip ; the foldiert 
came about the Governor's {loufe. The ftrcets 
were full of people, asking if the news were 
true ? "-* -'■ 

However, the King was put to bed, which 
■was more than he had been for fixteen '.days'; 
they were forced to cut off his boots, hfe leg! 
yrcrc fo fwollen with the fatigue. He had nei- 
ther linen, nor clothes] and they provided in 
hafte whatever they could find to fit him. When* 
he had flept fome hours, the firft-thimj he did 
was to review his troops, and examine the forti- 
fications. And that very day he fent: out orders 
into all parts for renewing the war with more 
vigour than ever againft all his enemies. 

Europe was now in a condition very different 
from what it was when King Charles left it in 
1709. - ' . ; t 

The war was over in the South, between Ger- 
many,' England, Holland, France* Spain, Portugal, 
and half. 

The alterations in the north were of another 
nature ; the Kings there were at tfar, united all 
againft the King of Sweden. 

Autuftus had been long reftored to the crown 
of Pofandby the affiftance of the Otar, and with 
confent of the Emperor, Queen Anne, and the 
States General, who tho' Guarantees for the 
treaty, of Alvanfiadt ih'Cbarles's better days, 
thought no more of their obligations that way, 
when they found there wastiothing more to fear 
from him. 

M Pultotva, 
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. Puitvwa, and the ahfcnce of Charles, h 
wi^lch Stan'{jlaus fell, occafioned alfo t hcDd' 
xiF Haljhins fall* who, being Charles's nephc; 
( \yas diijjoflefled of his dominions by die King: 
fiinmark. I 

Of that he loft, every one was catchq 
w.hat he could. Frederick William* the re 
King of Prupa, who feemed as much incline 
po war as ever his father was-to peace, took Stt 
tip m& & part of Pcmerania for 400,000 crow* 
which he advanced to thcXing_of Denmark ^ 
theCiar. 

George, theEle'&or of Hanover, who was]:, 
pome to be King of* England, had like wile ;'*- 
fluefter'd into his hand&.the Duccfiy aE'grtsr 
gud fa'rdeu, which the ICing of Denmark U 
gfli^nyj to him as a depofit for 60,000 fiJL- 
which he lent that prince. * j 

The Czar indeed w'as<moft of all to be feara 
£/?•#, Livonia* Jngria, Carelia, part of /;;. 
Aw/, and all the countries that had been wa 
by Charles's anccftors, were now fubje£fc to u* 
dipfevvtte. 

While Prince Gallic/in corapleated the cod 

queft of Finland, took Vafd, and beat the 

Swedes*, the Czar put to lea to make a defocn: 

on Alan* an ifland in the Baltic, about twelve 

' leagues from Stockholm. 

He went on this expedition in the Beginning 
of jf*ly, 17149 while his rival Charlts was 
in lied at Demtica. He embarked at Gronslet, * 
harbour which he had built a few years, before, ; 
about four miles from Petershourg. j 

The R*rife» fleet came to the heights oijkt. 
on the .15th of July, confiding of thirty ihip* of! 
the line, fourfcore galleys, and a hundred half! 
galleys, with *o>ooo folcUtrs. Admiral jfyram 

. was 
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as Commander, and the Emperor was Rear- 
id miral. The Styedrfi fleet came up with 
lem on the 16th, commanded by Vice-Ad- 
iira) Etinchildy not fo ftroog by two thirds. 
They fought however for three hours. The 
"zar attacked the Admiral, and took her after 
fharp engagement. 

The fame day he landed 16000 men at 
4J*ndi and took a great' many Svtediflr. filldicrs 
v ho could not get aboard the fleer, and car- 
ied tfrem off. prifoners in his own ihips. Then . 
le returned to Cronshty with ErinchilcTs (hip^ 
aid three leflcr otic^ a frigates* and&x galleys 
hat he had taken. 

Swede* had flow Joft all her foreign .J>ro~ . 
riiices* and had neither trade, -money, , nor. 
:redit ; bor veteran troops* who were qatze fty 
: ornudab|e» weae either lulled -ox died fw 
want. Abovd 100,000 Swedts were Haves" w* 
:he vaft Dominions of Mqfcavy> and almtfft as* 
rna&y more were ibid to the Vmk& and 5£*r*aw, 
and the very fpecies of.ffieh.was vjfibjy de- 
cayed in the country ; but notwith&andti)g> 
all thfe* their hopes revised as foot* a* *atav 
theyiifcard tbfcir King wcrs come xoStraetfiaul::. 

. *S»ch Iteong innprdSonsI off admiration- and, 
ref^clS mgned in the. hearts of all his-. fob- 
/edfc, that*. mukttudcs> of; young prtopJe. <ram<*' 
our of diftant parts** of-: thp. amntrtfv . .and 
offered; tlitaifclv*s. t&v'be 'lifted;- though 'thetc 
weitiftt hands enough .at home to cultivate the* 
land. • •• -;.. % .. '• : \ - 
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CHAP. VIII. 

f Charles marries his fifter to the Prince of Heffe. 

fh is bejieged at Straelfund. 9%e praBices of 
Baron Gocrts. Charles bejteges Frederick- 
ihall in Norway. Is killed, Goerts beheaded. 

THE King, during thefe preparations, 
gave his only furviving fifter, Ubric 
Eteonora y ii^ marriage to Frederick) Prince of 
NeJkCajfeL 

In June, 1715, the Kiug of England's Ger- 
man torces, with thofe 01 Denmark, invefted 
the ftrong town of Wtfmar. The Danes, the 
prufiians, and the Saxons* to the number of 
36,000, marched in a body to Straelfund, in or- 
der to form the fiege. Not far from Strath 
fund, five Swedijh mips were funk by the Danes 
and Fruflians. The Czar kept the Baltic with 
twenty large men of war, and ijo transports 
thathad 30,000 men aboard, He threatened a 
defcent on Sweden, appearing on the ooaft of 
Helfingbourg and Stockholm by turns. All the 
country was in arms upon the coafts, expc&fag 
ah invafion. His land forces were chafing the 
Swedes from all the. places they pofleft in Fin- 
land towards the Gulph of Bothnia: But he 
attempted nothing farther. 

At the mouth of the Oder K a river that di 
vides Pomerania y and falls into the Baltic* 
there is a little ifland called Ufedom. 

On the 4th of Auguft % the King of Pr*£* 
fent 1 500 foot and 800 dragoons into this if- 
land ; and they landed without opposition on 
the fide of Suine, which fort the Swedijh offi- 
cer Bad left, being a place of leaft import- 
ance, and unwilling to divide his little com* 

f0tft 
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•any, he; retired -with thcjn wq $he caftte/ o 
^eienamwdte, refolding to hojd out to the la ft 
^sctremky.^ 

They /hipped artillery at Stetin> and, feot m 
i j-«inforcemeftt of \oq&. Brxfat) foof, : and 400 
bori<. On- the 18th they pgened;the^ trenches 
11 two places, and played a brisk battery of 
-aj£$K>B and mortars. J» the time of the u^ge, 
*_ Swtdjfo foldier £nt. privately with a # letter 
from Charles, found means $0 land on the ifland, 
And fiip info «Pen*manbt, ^ He gave* the, -letter' 
co the Commander, which was mthefc words : 

]T)0 not fire t'tU tho entwy com** to the brink of 
\~^ . the foffc : Jiaad on yovr dojm» till tfo lag 
. drop- of blood. I comtmn&yon to your goodfortuno- 

CHAR L{ S, 

* ,1 

Zhtsferf refoivcd* to obey, and die, as 
. he was- ordered, .> to : ferve his Matter. 
J The 2 ad, by break of day, the aiTault 
I -§ya$ given. The befieged .paade their fire as 
\ clireded, . and^ killed abundance > but the fcfle 
[■ vr&$ full, the breach large, and the befiegers 
i to? numerous. They entered < in two efferent 
places at once. Thecommafder now thought 
; he had nothing more to do than to obey his 
ordier*, and ftll hi* life dear : he abandoned 
the breaches* and intrenched his little com- 
pany. The enemy camo on, wondering he 
I would not ask for quarter. Bat he fought a 
whole hour, and when he had loft half his < 
foldier«> was killed at laft with his Lieutenant 
and his Major. ' There were then a hundred 
men left, and, one Officer, who asked their, 
lives j «nd wore taken prisoners. In the Com- 
wander's pocket they found his Mailer's letter, 
iwhich was carried to the King of prttffia, 

Mj 1 
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' At the time when Charles fu Gained the lofsoi 
Ufedom, he himfeff was in Straelfund 9 befiegM 
by the Kings of Prnjpa and Denmark, wii< 
36,000 men. 

There was in It a garrifbn of 9000 me 
and, more than all, the King of Sweden hin- 
felf. 

The befiegers carried on their works wit. 
vigour, in which they were greatly affifted ta 
an uncommon accident. * 

It is well known that the Baltic has no flci 
and reflux; and the retrenchment that coven* 
the town was thought impracticable, havings: 
unpayable marth upon the Weft, and the feas 
the Eaft. Never any one had obferved befort 
that in a ftrong wefterty wind, the waves of the I 
Baltic rollback in fuch a manner as to leave b. 
three feet, water under the retrenchment. 
•fo Idler' happening to -fall from the top t 
it, was -furprized to find a bottom, an: 
imagined thai diicovery would make fci 
fbrrune. He deferted, and went to Count W* 
kerbath's quarters, who was General of rhc 
Saxon forces, telling htm that the fea was ford- 
able, and that it would be cafy to catrry the 
retrenchments. The King of Prnffsa was oat 
wanting to improve the /hint. 

The next night, the : wind being ftill tf 
Weft, Lieutenant Colonel Koppen went into 
the water with i8oc> men, 2600 advanced*' 
the fame tLr.e upon- the Caufeway that led to 
the intrenchments V alt the Prnjftan artillery 
fired, 'and the Prnjjtans and Danes gave an 
alarm on the other fide. j 

The Swedes were confident they could deal 
with thofe, who, according to all appearance 
came on fo ralhly by the caufeway ; but Kf 

P 
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ben with his 1800 men entered the fortification 
From the ,fea, and fo that they could make no 
head ; and the poft was carried after a prodigi- 
ous {laughter. Some of the Swedes retired into 
the town, but the befiegers followed them, and 
feme got in with rhofe that fled. Two Officers, 
md four of the SAxon foldiers, were got upon 
;he draw-bridge ; but the Swedes had juft time, 
enough to raile it, and took the men, and (b 
for that time the town was faved. 

They found 24 pieces of cannon upon the 
retrenchments, which they turned againft the 
:own. The fiege, after this fuccefs, war carried 
3n with all^oinble eagemefs, and the town war 
cannonaned and bombarded without remiffion. 

Over-againft Straelfundy upon the Baltic^ is 
:he ifland of Rugen y whfch fcrves for a defence 
:o this place, whither the garrifon- and people 
:ouId retire upon occafion, if they had but 
boats. Charles knew if once the enemy were 
matters of it, he fhould fb*n be 'inverted both 
by (ea and land. However, the ill ftate of his 
affairs had not allowed him to fend more than 
zooo regular troops into this ifland. 

The enemy having built boats for the pur- 
pofe, the Prince of Anhalt, by the favour of 
jood weather, landed at laft 12000 men upon 
:heplace on the 1 5th of November. « 

That very day the king had been defending 
in outwork for three hours, and coming back 
rcry' much fatigued, he was told that thcDanes 
md Prajpans were in Rugen. It .was eight 
3'clock at night, and he went dire&ly in a fath- 
er boat with Poni*tosky> Grotbufe*, During* and 
Dardtf, ^ and by nine he got to the ifland. ' He 
oined his 2000 men, and marched with them at 
nidnight in> great filence. The Prince of ji* 

h 
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halt* who knew what Chirks was capable of aN» 
tempting, ordered a deep frjfc to be funk witk 
cUvmux defrrfc upon the edge of it. 

At two in .the morning Charles came to the 
enemies camp, without making the lead no He. 
His ibldiers (kid one to another, Let us full up 
tit cbevaMX de frife ; which Words were over- 
heard by the Centinels ; and the alarm being 
quickly given, the enemies flood to their arms. 
The King taking up the chevaux M irtfe % fees a 
great fitfe. " rfy% feys he, i*'stpffihk y this is 
mere than 1 eecpe&ed /" Not at all difconragof % 
and knowing nothing -of their numbers, nor 
they of his, for the night favoured him in 'fart, 
he nefolved in an inftant, jumped uUDthe-ditchr, 
and fonae of the boldcft wkh him, and all the 
reft were quickly afur hiro. The King, the 
Generals, and the boldcft of the Officers and 
foldicrs mounted upon the fhoulders of others 
as in aflaults. The fight begad in the enemies - 
Camp ; and the vigour of the Swedes put the 
£>snts and PneMtns into great* diforder ; but 
their numbers *[being too unequal, the Swedes 
were repulfed in about a quarter of an hour, 
and repafled the foffe. The Prince of Arihalt 
purjRwd. them to the plain, littlethinkissg it was 
CkmUs who fled before him.. ' The wxfwrtnoate 
King rallied his troops in the €cld, . aad the - 
feist was renewed with equal warmth on loth 
/ides. He faw his favourite OrMuftn and<3e> 
aeral Bmrdof fali, and paflcd over the laft in 
Jigbting before he was quite dead. . D*rhg y his 
4xm?nn\on frtim Turfy to Strntfamd, was killed 
before his face. 

In die heat of the battle a Dattijb Lieutenant, 
knew the King of Swden* and clapping one 
tand on his (word, and with the other Satmg 

him 



CHARLES XII. 129 

him by the hair ; " Yield yourfelf a prifoner, 
" Sir, faid he, or I will kill you ujxm the 
" fpot." Cbarks drew a piftol from his belt, 
and, with his left hand, fired it at the officer, 
who died of the (hot the next morning. The 
name of King Charles which the Dane had pro- 
nounced, drew a crowd of enemies together in 
a moment, the King was immediately lurround- 
ed, and received a musket fhot below his left' 
bread;. The wound, which he only called a 
contufion, was two fingers deep * The King 
was then on foot, and in the ntmoft danger of 
being either made a prifoner, or flain. Count 
Poniatosfyy at this critical inftant, fought near 
his Majeirjfk perfon, and remounted him very 
feafbnably.- 

The Szvfycs retired to a part of the ifland 
named Mteftrra. From thence the King re* 
turned to Straelfund, and they were all made 
prifoncrs of war two days after. 

The King, having only weakened himfelf, 
and continuing to be wit up in Straelfundy and 
ready to be taken, was yet the fame as he had 
been before at Bender ; he was forpriied at no- 
thing. All the day he was making ditches and 
intrenchments behind the walls ; and at night 
he (allied out upon the enemy. The town 
however was ihattered miferably, the bombs 
fell thick upon the houfes, and half the town 
reduced to allies. The inhabitants aded as fid- 
dlers under him ; following him to the fallies, ' 
and were now become as good as another gar- - 
rilbn. 

In four days the enemy made an affault upon 
the hornwork, which they took twice, and 
were as often beaten off. The King* was al- ' 
ways fighting among the grenadiers: But at- 

laft 
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laft their nuinbm prevailing, they became naf- 
ters of it, CbarJes continued in the place tic 
days after that. The one and twentieth, fat 
ftaid-till midnight upon a little ravelin that is 
quite deftroyed by the bombs and cannon. Ta 
' next day the chief officers entreated him toih 
no longer in a place which could not be dc 
fended. But to retreat was now as dangers 
as to ftay. The Baltic was covered with J> 
Witt and Dtnifo ihips, In. the port of Sm- 
fund there was a iinall bark with fails and oar 
The extreme danger which ma4c fucharettf 
gjtarious, . induced Charles to cenfent to it, & 
he embarked, the 20th of L$fernbar r . 1715:* 
night, with only ten perfons. They 'were ob 
ged to break the ice to get out, which k*» 
there up Jbveral hours before the veiTel coiii 
make her way. Hie enemy's admiral had ftri 
Orders not to let Charles cfca^rrona Straelfa 
but to take him dead or alive. But they wti 
upder thQ.wjnd» and fo could not comeoffj 
him. But his greateft ifaogsr was in paffipg^ 
a jplace called ■/# B*rbette y in B>Hgm* where to 
Dame* had fixed a battery of twelve caanoo 
They fired upon the king* but the iailors m* 
all the fail they Could, and got clear ot them; 
and the King landed at IJhd in &ania, ^ 
came to Gareifctoon- 

.Being k> near his capital, it was cxpc&d k 
wxnild have #ppe thither after fo long.abienct 
B f ut he could not bear to think .of. that till fo 
had gained fcme figwal viftprigs. 

At Carelfiroon, where he flayed the vnstt&k 
h+ ordered ufiw levies eveaji: .where. Hej 
tljoujght bwiui^Sts were-oidy/bom to fbllowi 
him to waiy f&d he had ufed>tfa*mtfll.to thin* 

fOtOO. 4 MJ.«0 • /. 

he lifted many who were but fifteen ytf? 

fold. Infeveral villages there were none If- 
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but old men, children) and women ; and in 
fome places the women plowed the ground 
alpne. • ' • 

It w*s yet harder for him; 4 to Bave * fleet. 
But to bring that about* cbimniffions were gisren 
t# DrtVareers, who provided nim iome 4hips. 
This was the hft. fhift could be madziriSwednrt 
to fnpport the expence of which, it was tieceP 
ftry to break' in upon the people's property, 
and tbert was no fort of Extortion, but xt was 
pra&fted under the name of taxes. 

They expected every moment to have the 
Mfibvitesyihc Damxy the PruJJMns, the Stton^ 
and the Engi¥jb\ 'making a deTbent 5nto Swnden. 

There is .• no going from Swtfen to Norixiay % 
but thro* by-ways that are very dangerous; 
and after that one meets at every turn with 
flaflies of water from the (ea -among the; rocks, 
that bridges mtift be made once a day at leaff. 
A very few Dates might have.ftopped the <$W- 
dijb Army ; but fuch a quick mvaiion they 
could not forefee. Eurtyt ' was yet more at a 
lofs to find the Crar fb quiet, and not making 
a defcent into Sweden, as he had before agreed 
with bis allies. 

Henry Baron de Qetrts> -born m-Hatfteini and 
Mmifter of a Prince who bad nothing left Jbufc 
the title *>f a Duke, had done gfreat femees t6 
the King *of tfaiwfrtf during bis ftarjr at ffcmfer* 
and was now become his favourite arid'fiitff l Mi- 
nifter. : • • -.-^ 

No man ever *was at once lb bold and fe ih- 
finoatiikr; < ib , fin^ > bF , Aifta «t^n ill 1 tutu, o* 
had' fiicfi vaft deigns-,' w was fo acVue in wha£ 
hewent about; ■ •'* , J ' 

^Frotn $utiten -be went to. yVvfteei Englm&i 
and HoHandy fa'fc*y«ihc fbundaftion 'of tho* de- 

figns, 
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figns, which he intended afterwards to ptf 
execution. 

He found that of all the Princes who vr 
in league ajpinft him, Charles's refentment « 
chiefly againft Geom, Elector of Hanover, z 
King of England', becaufe he was the only* 
to whom Charles had never given any cauf: 
complaint, and who engaged in the quarrel ! 
der the pretext of mediation, and with thefi 
view of holding Brtmm and Ferdt* 9 which: 
bought for a trifle of the King of Ikmnmi } 
whpm they did not belong. 

So long as from the year 1794, the CiarL 
had it in hi* power to make a defcent on& 
den ; but for tome political reaibns put it <£ 
r It was upon thefe grounds that Goerts hadk 
the defign of a revolution ; he propofed to : 
King of Sweden to make his peace at any 1 
with the Emperor of ftc/covy* infatuating, i 
the Czar was very angry wirh the Kings of 
land and England, and giving him withal to J 
derftand, that Petit AUxiowHn and Charles- 
gcther might make the reft of Europe trcmVt 
; There was no making peace with the Crr 
without yielding up to him a good many f 
vinces that lie to theEaftand North of the I* 
tip: But Goerts made his mafter fenfible, tbsth 
yielding fuch places a& the Czar was mafkrc 
already, and himfelf in no condition to retries 
he might have the honour of replacing Stax- 
laus on the throne of Poland* and letting v 
Pretender upon that of Englandy befidesreflo- 
ring the Duke of ffo(ftein to his Dominions. 
:: ckorhs was .pteafed with thefc grand idea:, 
though without building much upon theai, ani 
gave his Minifter lpave to aQ: at, large Gcerti 
left Swcd$n with full powers, which roadc him *, 
. . .. , Plcoi- 
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a Plenipotentiary to any Princes he had a mind 
to treat with. His firft bufineft was jo try how 
tlje court of Mfiow ftood afFe&ed, which he 
did by the means of one Jresksne, a Scot/man* 
the Czar's chief Phyfician, a mad devoted to 
the Pretender's intereft. 

Prince AJenzJccf was pUafed with the propo- 
sal, and the Czar came into it. Inftead of, a 
defcent on Sweden, as had been agreed between, . 
him and his allies, he lent his troops to winter 
in Meckkmbaurg, : and came there himfelf W 
pretence to fettle feme deputes between the 
jDuke and his Nobles: but iVreaiity to purfue 
his favourite.purpofe to gain a Principality in 
Germany y for which he hoped to make a bar- 
gain with the Duke. 

Charles was all this while with his brother in 
law the Prince of Hefle, in Norway, at the hea4 
of ao,ooo men ; the country was defended by 
11,006 Danes divided into fcveral parties; 
which were all put to. the fword by the King 
and Prince of Heffe. 

He advanced towards. Chrifiian*, the capital 
of the Kingdom : and fortune began again to 
fmile on him in this part of the world : out he 
never took a proper care to fubfift his troops : 
while an army and fleet of Danes were coming 
to defend Norway, Charles for want of provisi- 
ons was forced to retire to Sweden, there to 
wait the iffue of his minifters deiigns. 

There had been Pirates of all nations, efpe- 
cially Englijb, who were in aflbciation infefhng 
the leas of Europe and America. No quarter was 
given them, and they had retired to Madagas- 
car, a large ifland on the eaft of Africa. 

When they knew that Charles was come bacfr 
to Sweden, they had great hopes, that he waat- 
. * '"■ M iog 



ihg a fleet and (bldicrs, would be glad of a 
composition with them upon eafy terms ; lb the? 
fent a per'lbn in a Z)«fr £ fhip to propofe to Bi- 
ron (?perfr, that they might oe received atG* 
tenbourg* where they prbmifed to be ready wri 
threefcore fliips laden with treafures. 

"The Baron brought the King into the bai 
nefc, and Kromjhom and MendaU two &mk 
Gentlemen, were lent fopn after to tranfad 1 
with. them. 

But a more honourable 'and likely help v; 
afterwards found in Cardinal Atbetonty an e* 
traordinary Genius, who managed the affairs: 
Spain long enough for his own reputation, the' 
not for the good and glory of that kingdom. 

GoertSy having thus fcatter'd in the courts o 
Mfecny. and Spain the firft (parks of the flan 
he intended to kindle, went privately to Fraud 
and from thence to Holland* '.where he law ri 
adherents to the Pretender s party, with whoJ 
he concerted meafures for carrying on his pro 
jed. , J 

Count Gillenbourg* the S&edilh Ambafladors 
England* inftru&ed by Goerts* had feveral flirt- 
ings at London ; he gave them great encourage- 
ment, and promi fed all they could wifh. 

But the main point without which there couM 
be no fuccefs tf as, to fettle a peace between th: 
Czar and Charles; and many difficulties then 
were in the way. The Baron Ofterman, mini- 
fter of that ftate in Mofiovy y was not fo ready to 
agree with Goertt. He was as cautious as the 
. other was warm. 

Very luckily for Goerts the Czar himfelf 
catne to Holland* in the beginning of the year 
1717, with a deiigti to vifit Frame. 

GotrfJ 



CHARLES xn. m 

Goerfs had two conferences with the Emperor 
atthc Hague, and by that made a hetter* pro- 
gress than tic could ha*« done in fix months with 
Plenipotentiaries. : ' * • s> 

The firft who dtfcovered t h cfe intrigues was 
the Duke of Orleans, Regent of France* Forhe 
had fyics in all the courts of Eur ope. The 
r>uke, having peffonal obligations to the King 
of England, made a difcovcry of the whole de- 
/ign' againft him. 

At the lame time , the Hollanders taking um- 
brage at G$en*s behaviour, communicated their 
fufpicions to the Englijb Miniftry. Goerts and 
GiUenbourg were going on briskly, when one 
wa* feteed at the Hague % and the other in Lon* 
ion. 

b Gittenbet&gi as Amba&dor from Swedtm ha* 
ving offended againft the law of nations by his 
conspiracy againft a Prince to whom he was fent 
in a public charade*, they did riot fcruple in 
England the Hoifttioa of his perfon. But it was 
thought exceeding ftrange In the States General 
to imorjfon the Baron de Goerts out of mere com* 
pUifahce to the King of England. 
b The King of England had done no more than 
nght in fetemg an Enemy s What they found 
among Gillenbourg 9 * papers of letters between 
mm and Goerts were printed to juftify the KingV 
proceedings. The King of Sweden was in Star 
via, when the printed letters came with the' 
news of his Minifter's being fcixed. He only 
failed, and asked, if bis letters were printed too r 
and order'd the Englijb Refident, and all his 
family at Stockholm to be feiied. But he could 
not take the fame revenge upon the Dutch, bc- 
caufe they had no Miniftcr then at the Court of 
Sweden. However, he took no notice one way 
N a or 
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or other of the thing; bat kept a diiaaiafol C- 
lence towards England and Holland . « 
. The. Czar, as he was apt named but only 
hinted at by diftant intimations in the letters of 
GoerU and GiUenhoutgh, ,he wrote a long letter 
full of civilities to the King of Great Britain 
upon the difcovery, with .great affurances of 
his fincere friendship* King George received 
his oroteftations without crediting them, tho* 
he feemed to fuffer himfelf to be perfuaded of 
their reality, and pretended to believe them. 
The Czar came to Paris, in &tay 1717, His de- 
fign was to make peace with the King of Swe* 
dm. whp would yield to him many great 
countries : This treaty the Duke of Orleans re- 
je&ed, and made a league with the Emperor 
and the King of England. All that the Czar 
could get by this application, was, that the Re- 
cent should interpofe for the enlargement <£ 
Saron Goerts and Gillenbourg. He returned to 
Mojcovy about the end of Junt y having fhewn 
France a rape example of an Emperor travelling 
for inftru&ion^ 

What he looked for from the Duke of OrU- 
sm*r he quickly found in Cardinal Albert*** 
who now governed all in Spain. AJbenmi wish- 
ed for nothing more than to cftablifh tho Pre- 
tender. 

The Duke of Ormond had left his country at 
the time of King Georges acceffion, and was 
now in Spain. He went with full commiffioa 
from the King of Spain and the Pretender* to 
meet the Czar upon his way to Mttau in Co*r- 
fond, and had with him one femegan, .an £*- 
glijbman of fenie and ipirit. The bufinefi was 
to ask the Princefs Anna PetronOj the Czar** 
Daughter, in marriage for King James's pre- 
tended 
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tended fon, in hopes that ftch an alliance would 
bring the Cz.ar into the intereft of that Prince. 
Baron Goerts, among the reft of his fcheroes, 
had long intended this lady for the Duke of 
Holfkin, who married her afterwards. Asfoon 
as W heard of the Duke of drmomfs nego- 
tiation, he did al} he could to defeat it. He was 
fet at liberty in J#g#fi, and fo was Count <?;/- 
Unhoueg, without the King of Sweden's fo much 
as 1 offering any ejecufe to the King of England* 
and at the fame time the Englijb Kefident, and 
all his family at Stockholm, were rekaied. 

When Goerts had obtained his Liberty, he 
went poft to the Caar, who was better pleafed 
than ever with him ; for he undertook in left 
than three months, with but one Plenipotentia- 
ry from Mojcovy, to remove all obftru&ions to 
a peace with Sweden. 

The Czar named the ifle of M*nd for the 
conference between Overman and Goerts ; and 
deiired the Duke of Qrmond to return to «SJm/*, 
left the Englijb Court fhould take the .alarm ; 
but Jernegan, the Duke's confident, who was 
to manage matters, ftay'd at Petersburg, lodged 
very privately, and wnencver he law any of 
the Czar's Minifters, it was always in di(guiie : 
and as for Baron de Goerts, he returned to Swe- 
den with great hopes of fuccefs; 

He found his maftcr at the head of $o>ooo re- 
gular troops, and all the coeft guarded by the 
militia. The, King wanted nothing but money ; 
biit public credit was \o& at home an<j abroad. 
Bajnpn Goerts, upon this, let on foot aprojeft he 
had tried before Jhewe&it to France and Holland. 
It was, to make a piece; of copper of the fame 
value as filver : So that a halt-penny, with the 
Prince's majk^jght pafi for thirty 9* forty 
pence, 

N3 v Tfce 
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The affairs of the Treafury demanding hi; 
attendance and immediate care, as loon as eve: 
he had put them on a tolerable foot, he we* 
away dire&ly, to finifli with Ofierman the grcz 
work he had in hai\d. 

In the mean time Charles was going N to mab 
a fecond attempt upon Norway in Offoitfr, 171' 
and he had laid matters fo that he did not doc: 
tobe matter of that kingdom in fix months. ft 
rather chofe to go and conquer rocks, amic* 
ihow and ice, in the leverity of the winter 
which kills the very animals in Sweden* whe? 
the air is lefs rigorous, than regain his beau- 
tiful provinces in Germany ; * but he hoped thr 
new alliance which he was concluding wb 
the Czar, woold foon put him in a condition 
retake them. Befides, his ambition was pl< 
with the thought of forcing a kingdom 
his conquering enemy. 

' At the mouth of the river Ttftendall 
Fn&ericftalU a place of great ftrcngth and b 
portance, which is reckoned to be the key ot 1 
that kingdom. Charles fat down before it ff 
the month of December. The cold was fo ex- 
treme, that the ibldiers could hardly break the 
ground. They might as well have opened 
trenches in a rock ; but the Swedes never 
thought much of any fatigues in which they 
few their kiug take his fhare lb readily ; and 
Charles himfelt, never fufiered more than now 
His conftitution, by eighteen years labour, was 
hardened to that degree, that he would flee? 
in the open field in Norway, covered only with 
his cloak, without prejudicing his health. Se- 
veral of the (bldiers in their pofts fell down 
dead with cold, and others who were ready to 
di«, dart* not complain when they ftw their 

King 
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King bear what they fuffered. A little before 
this expedition, hearing of a woman in Scania, 
named Jean Dotter, who had lived feveral 
month* upon nothing but water, he, who had 
ftudied all his life to bear the worft extreme* 
that human nature can fupport, was refblved 
to try how long he was able to faft. He nei- 
ther eat nor drank for five days, and on the 
fixth in the morning, he rid two leagues, and 
then alighted at the tent of his brother-in-law 
the Prince of Hejfe, where he eat very hear- 
tily, without feeling the lcaft ditorder, either 
from his long fading, or his full eating after- 
ward. 

On the nth of December, being St Jnfrem* 
day, lie went, about nine at night, to lee the 
trenches ; and finding the parallel not advanced 
to his mind, he was a little difpleafcd ; but 
Monf. Ategret, a French Engineer, who con- 
ducted the liege, aflured him, the place would 
be taken in eight days time. We Jhall fee, fays 
the King ; and going on with the Engineer to 
examine the works, he (topped at a place where 
a branch of the trenches made an angle with 
the parallel, and kneeling upon the inner ialus f 
or iiope of the rampart, he leaned with his 
elbows on the parapet, to lode on the men who 
were carrying on the trenches by ftar-light 

The King ftoqd with half his body expofed 
to a battery of cannon exactly levelled at tbfc 
angle -where he was. Two Frenchmen were alf 
who were then near his perfon, one was Mon- 
fiettr tfjfcer, his Aid-de-camft the other was this' 
Engineer. The catmotT fct«cr upon them wWf 
chain-fhot, to which the King flood noft ex- 
.-•■*•* c pofed; 
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pofed. Not far behind was Count S*werhi> vta< 
commanded the trenches. Count Pejje* Cap- 
tain of the guards, and one K*lbtrt> an Aid- 
de-Camp received his orders. Siker and Me- 
fret faw thj Kingfall upon the parapet* fetch- 
ing a deep figh. T hey ran to him, but he vai 
already dead. A bail of half a pound hi* 
flruck him on the right temple, and made 
hole bijj; enough to turn their Angers in. Hii 
head lying over the parapet, the left eye ire 
-beat in, and the right was forced out of is 
locket. Jiegrett a man of great indifferenc?. 
only faid, Let us U. going > the play is done. Sih 
ran immediately, and told Count Sv/erin, ari 
they all agreed to keep it private till the Prince 
of Ueffe could be informed of it. They co- 
vered the corpfe with a grey cloke ; Siker jc 
on him his hat and wig, and he was carnc 
, by the name of Captain CarJsbem through tl 
troops. 

The Prince gave orders prefently that not' 
ftowld ftir out of the camp, and that all tht 
pafles to Sweden fliould be guarded, till be 
could take meafures for his wife to claim the 
crown, and to exclude the Duke of HclBeh. 

As foon as the King was dead, the aege of 
fredericjhall was raifed. The Swedes made 
peace with all their neighbours as fail as they 
could, and foon put an end to that ablblute 
power which Baron Goerts had made them 
' weary of. The States went to a free ele&ioo 
of King Charles** fitter for their Queen ; and 
obliged her folemnly to renounce all heredi- 
tary right to the crown. She jjroraifed with 
repeated oaths never to let up arbitrary power; 
and afterwards) her love of power giving 

WSJ 
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ay to conjugal affe&km, fte yielded the 
rown to her husband, and brought the Starts 
> choofe him, who afcended the throne upon 
ic fame conditions. 

Goerts was feixed immediately upon Charhit 
>eath, and condemned by the Senate of Stock* 
ttm to be beheaded under the fallow*, 
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